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On the Criteria, or dif inguiſbing Charace 


rafters of Miracles, their Uſe and 1. m- 


Pertance in Religion. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE Idea that a Miracle is an Effet 
produced in Violation of, or Contra- 


diftion to, the Laws of Nature, ſtrikes 


me as wrong, groundleſs, dangerous. 
It is the ſtrong hold of the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, and, therefore, a favourite 
Idea with them; for ſay they, © the 
Laws of Nature are fixed and immu- 
table; conſequently, a Miracle, which 


violates or contradicts them, muſt be im- 


. 3 Voltaire aſſert, that ** Mira- 
9 'oles argue two oppoſite Principles, the 
© one 


—— — — — 
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© one undoing what the other does.” 
That is, the Power that works Miracles, 
muſt undo what the Power that fixed 
the Laws of Nature has done; which, 
abſurd as it 1s, muſt be admitted to be 
the Caſe, if Miracles do really contradict 
or violate the Laws of Nature. But 
happily for the Honour of divine Reve- 
lation, this is not the Caſe. It is there- 
fore the more ſurpriſing, that ſo many 
of the fincere Friends of that Revela- 
tion, ſhould fall in with this Sentiment. 
A Sentiment adapted to ſerve the In- 
tereſt of Infidelity; but to prejudice that 
of Faith, as it leaves us without any 
Criterion ſufficient to determine our 
Judgment of any. unuſual Effect, whoſe 
Cauſe we do not perceive, whether it 
be miraculous or not, and at the ſame 
Time furniſhes the ſceptical Philoſopher 
with a Variety of Materials to puzzle 
and confound our Inquiries. 

Upon reading over the Reverend Mr. 
Farmer's excellent Diſſertation upon Mi- 
racles ſome Years paſt, I found he had, 
ſome how, flipt into this Miſtake. This 

| led 
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led me to think over the Subje&t 
more cloſely than I ever had done be- 
fore ; the Subſtance of my Thoughts the 
Reader will meet with -in the following 
Pages :— They are the Reſult of a free 
and unbiafſed Inquiry, without conſult- 
ing any Author upon the Subject; what 
I met with afterwards to my Purpote'i is 
added in the Notes. 

I have the greateſt Reſpect for Mr. 
Farmer's Abilities as a Writer, and for 
his Piety and Virtues as a Chriſtian 
and, though I have excepted againſt 
ſome few 'Things he has dropt, very 


confidently depend upon his good Senſe, 


Candour, and Love of 'Truth, for his rea- 
dily excuſing the Liberty I have taken.“ 
The fifth Eſſay was written at the In- 
ſtance of a very worthy, ſenſible, and 
truly pious Friend, who had been diſ- 
treſſed with gloomy Apprehenſions of 
Death, from reading Dr. Law upon the 
Subject, and wiſhed to ſee ſomething 
on the more comfortable Side of the 


5 Queſtion. 
| 7 The 


* Mr, Farmer died while this Work was in the Preſs. 
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The fixth Eſſay was occaſioned by a 
friendly Converſation I had upon the 
Subject with the late Dr. Kennicott, the 
learned and juſtly celebrated Author of 
the collated Hebrew Bible. The Con- 

verſation turned chiefly on the Prophecy 
recorded 2 Sam. vi. 14, &c. and 1 Chro. 

xvii. 13, &c. The Doctor contended 
for one ſingle literal Senſe only, and I 

thought with Reaſon ; but upon looking 
more attentiyely into the Matter, I was 

convinced there muſt be a twofold Senſe 
in that and ſeveral other Prophecies, 
ſuch as is repreſented in the Eſſay ; and 
that this is a Point of no ſmall Impor- 

tance in the Study of the prophetic 

Scriptures. 3 8 
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"CHAP: I. 

General and preliminary Obſervations. 
7 wuſt be granted, or bebe, as the 
of Miracles is built, — 

Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and every 
poſſible Perfection. 

firſt Cauſe of all other Exiſtencies; ; and 
of all. 


and can do all Things that are not in- 
Vol. II. A conſiſtent 
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Foundation on which the Doctrine | 
I. That there is one eternal Self-exiſt- 
ent BziNG, poſſeſſed of infinite Power, 
II. That this Berne is the Aa or 
the moral as well as natural Governor 


III. That he is abſolutely independent, 


— 
- 
— — — oo ene ates Mor te . I.. —— — 
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inconſiſtent with his Perfections, and 
Plan of Government. 


. Theſe Peſulata are abfolutely necef- 
ſary * becauſe, they who deny the Ex-' 
iſtence of ſuch + a Being, muſt deny the 

5 Poſſibi- 


* Accordingly we find the Apoſtle Paul inſtructing 
the People at Athens in theſe leading Points, indepen- 
dent of his miraculous Powers, and as the Founda- 


tion of all he had to ſay or do. AQ. xvii. 23, &c. 
and thus Cicero 


Sine qua (opinione) non intelligi quidquam, nec 
1 quant's nec diſputari poteſt. | 
Cicer, de Nat. Decl. [. Is 


+ That God is the W Governor of the World, 
is as capable of Demonſtration as that he is the Natu- 
ral. The moral Powers we ſee in Man, the evident 

Connection there is between oral Cauſes and Effects, 
and the Certainty with which ſuch Effects follow _ 
their Cauſe, Virtue producing Happineſs, and Vice 
Miſery ; all plainly indicate ſuch a Government. 
The Nature of theſe Conſolations and Hopes the good 
Man finds in his ſharpeſt afflictions, and the inward 
Pains and Sorrows of the Vicious, are farther Indi- | 
cations of the ſame Truth; and eſpecially the Cala- N 
mities that in all Ages of the World have befallen 15 
whole Nations, when e remarkably and gene- | 
| >" Falby 


f 
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Poſſibility of real Miracles. He that will 
not believe the Exiſtence of a Gob, will 
of Courſe, believe nothing that ſuppo- 
ſeth it. And though it muſt be allowed, 
that Miracles have a natural Tendency to 
ſtrike Conviction, even into ſuch a dark 
and chaotic Mind, of Truths ſo conna- 
tural to the human Heart as thoſe of the 
Being of a Gop and his Providence 


moſt certainly are, and the Evidences of 


which are pouring in upon it from every 


Part of the Book of Nature; yet Mi- 


racles are not intended ſo much for Men 
of this Deſcription, as for the Generality 


rally Vicious, Theſe Things cannot be fairly and, 


- rationally accounted for, but upon the Suppoſition of 


the moral Government of the DEIT Y. For, how- 
ever naturally Virtue may produce Happineſs, and 


Vice Miſery ; yet, that theſe ſhould do ſo implies a a 
moral Conſtitution of Things, and that we ate under 


it. Add to this that all the viſible Works of the na- 
tural World, appear to be calculated and deſigned for 
moral Inſtruction 3 and, ſhort of the moral, can an- 
ſwer no End of Exiſtence worthy of that Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs that ſtands ſo . diſplayed 


in n. | 
A2 of 
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of Mankind, who cannot, properly, be 


conſidered as Atheiſts; nor does it ap- 


pear that any Miracle was ever wrought 


on purpoſe to convince Men of ſuch per- 


verſe and more than diabolically wicked 
Principles, as thoſe of the atheiſtical 
Tribe moſt certainly are—No, they are 
uſually left to themſelves to flounder on 
in the Darkneſs and Mire of their own 
depraved Imaginations, as a juſt Puniſh- 
ment for their Py” ung alſo 
_ obſerve, 


IV. That if it be granted, as it ge- 


nerally is, that there is a God of infinite 


w 


Perfection the moral Governor of the 
World, then the Poſſibility, and indeed 


the higheſt Probability of Miracles mult be 


granted alſo. And if the beautiful Order of 


the World, or the conſtant Regularity 
of the Courſe of Nature, ſo evidently 
directed to ſome End, be properly con- 
ſidered, it will be admitted, that the di- 
vine Wiſdom has ſettled the Courſe of 
Nature upon firm, and, in general, im- 
mutable Principles, and conducts the 
Operations of her Powers by ſome fixed 

Laws; 
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Laws; ſo that from the Beginning of 
the World to this Day, and ſo on to the 


End of Time, the whole Syſtem of Na- 
ture remains, in general the ſame; 


Cauſes and Effects have the ſame Con- 


nections and Dependencies; Summer 
and Winter, Day and Night, Life and 
Death, proceed in the ſame uniform 
Manner, and on the ſame Principles they 
ever did. 

V. But, though chis ſettled Courſe of 
Nature be allowed, yet it muſt be grant- 
ed alſo, as a Stippoſition highly rational, 
that the Dz1TY has reſerved to himſelf, 
as. a firſt fundamental Law of Nature, 


the Power of over-ruling, and ſuſpend- 


ing the Operations of all the other 


Laws and Powers of Nature, and of al- 


tering their uſual Courſe, at his Plea- 
ſure ; for as they are and were created by 
him, and to ſerve the Purpoſes of his 
Vill; we may be ſure he would hold 
them all in his Hand, and Subject them 
to his Controul ; ſo, that the more Com- 


= mon ſhould make Room for the 1 more Ex- 


traordinary when ever he ſhould judge 
it 


— ey — —E̊EUP 9. — 
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it neceſſary z and this without any Viola- 
Zion of, or Contradifion to thoſe ordinary 
Laws, they keeping their Places, and re- 
. ſtill the ſame. 

VI. Hence Miracles may, for aught 
we know, be included in the general Syſ- 
tem of Nature's Laws, and be only ex- 
traordinary Phxnomena or Effects of 
thoſe Laws that lie out of our Sight *, 

and 


* The ſceptical Objection, that Miracles are con- 
trary to Experience, and therefore impoſſible, is of 
no Weight, becauſe Experience is but a mere nega- 
gative Evidence; which, in Matters of Fact, is no- 
thing; eſpecially when ſet againſt the poſitive, which 
is here abundant. For, though we have had no Ex- 
perience of Miracles, yet Multitudes, and ſome of 
them the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, have had Experience 
of them, in paſt Ages; and our negative Experience 
cannot invalidate their Poſitive, any more than the 
Experience of the People of the Torrid Zone, rela- 
tive to the Nature and Properties of Water, could in- 

| validate our Experience of the Effect of Cold upon it, 

Before the wonderful Effects of the Magnet appoared, 
the Experience of all the World was againſt them. 

But what would that Man be Thought who ſhould, 

vpon this Ground, attempt to prove the Maa | 
0 
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and produced by the more immediate 
Hand of Gov or his extraordinary Energy, 
and deſigned to give us more ſtriking De- 
monſtrations of his Being, Perfections, 
and Government: That is, Miracles are 
not properly the Effects of ſecond Cau- 
ſes, operating in the uſual Way, but 
more immediately of the firſt Cauſe, ope- 


rating in an entradndinney, or ſarerna- 


tural Manner. 

If we ſhould ſay (as ſome of the Friends 
of Revelation do) that Miracles are Viola- 
tions of, or Contradiftions to the Laavs of 
Nature, we muſt prove what we aſſert, 
or we do nothing to the Purpoſe z but 


the Proof of this, and of the Exiſtence of 
real Miracles upon this Ground, would 
be extremely difficult, if not impoſſible, 


and involve us in philoſophical Diſputes 
and Diſtinctions without End. But if 


we can prove, as I think we can, at leaſt 


we 


| of thoſe Eflects? In ſhort, nothing can be more weak 
and abſurd than to make our aw perſonal Expe- 


rience the Standard of Poſſibilities in ar: World of 
N ature. | 
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we may with the higheſt Reaſon ſuppoſe, 
that it is no Way inconſiſtent with the 
divine Appointments, and Immutabili.y of 


the Laws of Nature, that the Deity 


ſhould reſerve to himſelf a Power of 


, acting independently of that Eſtabhiſhment, 


though not contradiforily to it“, we may 
then prove the Poſſibility of Miracles, as 
Effects ſo far cut of the Syſtem of created 


Exiſtencies and their Powers (called Na- 


ture) as not to depend at all upon their 
Interference or Cauſality; though other- 
wiſe, and in reſpect of that Syſtem, 


more generally underſtood, within it. 


However, it is certain created Nature is 


a. 


* Mr. Hume ſays, © that a Miracle is a Violation 
or Tranſgraſſion of the Laws of Nature, and from 


hence argues the Impoſſibility of Miracles; and urges 
Experience as witneſſing againſt them. Eſſay on 


Mir. p. 108, &c. Though by the Way, all that Ex- 


perience teſtifies is, miraculous Effects are not ſo com- 


mon as others, not that they are impaſſible. But it 
can be proved that Miracles are not Violations of the 
Laws of Nature, and conſequently, all Concluſions 


dran from the . chat they are, mud be 


groundleſs, 


not 
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not infinite, and the De1TY may, when: 

ever he pleaſes, add to it ſuch Phenomena 
as do not depend upon, nor riſe out of 
its preſent Principles, in the uſual Courſe 
of their Operations, and which we call 
Miracles. 

VII. The Exiſtence of Miracles Fra | 
ſuppoſed, their main End and Defign 
muſt be to ſerve the Purpoſes of the mo- 
ral Government of the Drirx; parti- 
cularly, to awaken the Attention of Man- 
kind, to ſomething of the higheſt Con- 
ſequences to their Virtue and Happineſs ; 
to convince them of his Being and Per- 
fections, and his Power over univerſal 
Nature.—To remove their Doubts, and 
more clearly and fully aſcertain the 
| Grounds of their Belief of ſome impor- 
tant Truths, and ſo carry them more im- 
mediately and efficaciouſly to the Heart; 
In a Word, not merely to afonifþ, but 

to inflru# Mankind. Even the common 
and ordinary Courſe of Nature and 
her Phænomena, appear to be direct- 
ed to ſome moral End; as being of in- 
finitely greater Importance to the Glory 
| of 
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of | Gop, and the Happineſs of his ra- 
tional Creatures, and infinitely more be- 
coming his Wiſdom and Majeſty, than 
any End merely Natural.—To form ſuch 
vaſt Worlds of Light, as we behold in 
the Heavens, and to roll them round 
their common and reſpective Centres, 
and direct their various Courſes with 
fuch Order and Certainty, as we per- 
ceive he does, is great and glorious ; but 
if there be no higher Purpoſes to ſerve 


by all this diſplay of Omnipotence, than 
merely to awaken our Wonder, or an- 


ſwer ſome merely natural and temporary 
End amongſt the reſt of his Creatures, it 
would greatly ſink our Idea of the di- 
vine Perfections. But we plainly . ſee 
they may, and actually fee] they do moſt 
certainly ſerve infinitely greater and no- 
bler Purpoſes ;—that they are moral In- 


Atructors, and lead Mankind (and innume- 


rable other Beings doubtleſs) to take No- 
tice of their Almighty Former, the great 
Sovereign of all to admire his glo- 
rious Perfections, love, and adore him; 


and to ſeek their ſupreme Felicity in his 


Favour 


— — 2 —Eää 
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Favour and Friendſhip. And if ſuch 
Ends be admitted in reſpect of the Ordi- 
nary Works of Gov, and the Operation 
of his Hands in the common Courſe of 
Nature, as in Reaſon there ought, we 
may juſtly infer, that if the DziTY does 
interpoſe to ſuſpend or ſuperſede the 
_ uſual Courſe of Nature, or to produce 
great and aſtoniſhing Effects, without the 
Intervention of her common Powers, in 
the uſual Way, he muſt have the ſame 
great End in view. And it is reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that the Almighty would 
_ reſerve theſe extraordinary Operations of 
his Power, for the extraordinary Occa- 
ſions of ſerving this End, and when they 
might ſerve it the moſt effetually. _ 
Thus we ſee the Poſſibility of Miracles, 
or, however, that there is nothing unna- 
tural or unphilgſaphical, in ſuppoſing ſuch 
Effects. They may be a Part, yea a ne- 
ceſſary Part, of the general Syſtem of 
Nature and its divine Government, ac- 
cording to the original Plan; and may 
zpſwer very high and important Ends, 
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every Way worthy of the infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs of Gov. But then, 

VIII. Miracles, if admitted, muſt be 
the Works of Gop; and not of any 
Creature whatever: He only can do theſe 
evonderous T hings, * | 


This 


2 T hat is, Effects truly and properly miraculous 
mul be the Works of God. Wonderful Things may 
be done by other Beings; in a real Miracle there is 
not only a wonderful Effect, but ſomething, either 
in the Nature of the Effect, or in the Manner of its 
Production, or in the End it is to anſwer, or in 
ſome other Circumſtance attending it, that diſcovers 
a divine ſupernatural Interpoſition. The Scriptures 
always ſpeak of Miracles as the Works of Gop; 
and, therefore, unleſs we perceive his Finger in the 
Effect, we don't call. it a Miracle, Some ſay, © that 
«* it is ſufficient to denominate an Effect miraculous, 
if it appears to be above the Power of the viſible 
Agent; and, therefore, it is not neceſſary to aſ- 
% certain whether, it be a divine Power or that of 
« ſome created Being.“ I queſtion this, becauſe 
the viſible Agent may ſo conceal the immediate In- 
ftruments of his Power, as to appear to Produce an 
Effect above his natural Powers, when he really does 
not; as we ſee in the Tricks of Jugglers, and the | 
Operations of Chemiſtry, &c. 
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This appears ſo clear that it is really 
Matter of Aſtoniſhment any ſenſible Man 
ſhould make a Doubt of it: And Mr. 
Farmer in his excellent Diſſertation on 
Miracles, has, I think, demonſtrated 
with irreſiſtible Evidence of Truth, that 
it is the ſole Prerogative of the DerTr to 
work Miracles, and that he has not given 
Power to any created Exiſtence, /o that 
it might be properly called his own, and 
be at any Time exerted at his Pleaſure, 
as theſe Powers, properly our own, may 
be. Angels or Men may be the inſtru- 
mental Mediums, but the efficient Power 
is from the ALmIcnTyY, 

It may be objected, that "Y ſacred 
© Scriptures themſelves ſuppoſe other. 
“ Beings, beſide Gov, to have the Power 

© of working Miracles at their Pleaſure ; 
6e as where it is ſaid—If Here ariſe a Pro- 
e phet, and he 8 you a Sign, or a Von- 
cc der, | 


* And yet ſo ſenſible and learned a Writer as the 
late Dr. Samuel Chandler, denies that Miracles are 
the Work of God, and gives his Reaſons for it, ſuch 
as they are. Diſcourſe on Miracles, p. 13—18. 


— — — — 
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« der, and it cometh to paſs, Re. And 
ce the very Words [oniog te a Tas 
ce Jorapsrs] Signs, Wonders, Miracles, 
« which in the Epiſtle to the Hebreaus are 
applied to Gon are, in the Epiſtle to 
& the Theſſalonians, applied to Satan; and 


c gur Lord himſelf ſpeaks much to the 
« ſame Purpoſe about the falſe Chriſts 


& and falſe Prophets that ſhould riſe up 


&« in the Chriſtian Church.” + 


To this it may be replicd——-That, 


though the aſtoniſhing Effects produced 


by theſe Decervers, may, at firſt Sight, 
took like Miracles, and may not preſently 
be accounted for, even by the moſt pe- 
netrating Philoſopher, as being out of 
Zhat uſual Gt of Nature he has ob- 
ſerred, 
* Deut. xiii. 15. 
+ Gop may ſuffer wicked Men, endowed with 
uncommon Powers, to exerciſe thoſe Powers in the 
World, for the Trial of the Sincerity and Conftancy 
of his profeſſing People, and for the Puniſhment of 
idolatrous and wilful Infidels ; but if we obſerve the 
End and Defign of theſe Wonders, it will always ap- 
pear bad, and inconſiſtent with genuine PIER and 
Virtue, and therefore not from Gos. 
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ſerved, and apparently beyond the Reach 
of her Powers; yet it does not follow, 
that they are real Miracles; on the Con- 
trary, upon a fair Examination, and 
Compariſon with the juſt Criteria of Mi- 
racles, they will be found mere lying 
Wonders. Real Miracles are the Works 
of Gov, and bear the Impreſs of nis 
Hand; but in theſe Effects there are no 
Traces of his Power, * nothing worthy 
of his Interpofition; ais Works are all 
done ꝛuith Truth and Uprightneſs ; but theſe 
with a Deſign to deceive; and will be 
found to want that Clearneſs, Dignity, 
and Simplicity, which will always attend 
real Miracles. The Finger of Gov leaves 
ſuch an Impreſſion on all he does as 
marks it for his own inimitably. Nor, 
indeed, do theſe Paſſages ſpeak of thoſe 
Works of Satan and his Emiſſaries as 
real Miracles, but on the contrary mean 
to guard us againſt them as mere De- 
luſions, 


* Heb. ii, 4. 2 Theſ. ii. 9. Mat, xtiv. 24. 
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lufions, as may be ſeen by conſulting 
them.“ 


* They who imagine that created Powers can work. 
Miracles, conſider the ſtrange Things done by the» 
Egyptian Magicians, and Simon Magus, as proper 
Miracles, and ſay, ** that the Scripture ſuppoſes 
„them ſuch by calling the Miracles of Maſer and 
« Cur1sr greater than they, and tell us that this 
© may be admitted without injuring the Cauſe of 
„ Religion; becauſe when Moſes, &c. wrought 
« greater Miracles than theſe Deceivers, this was 
«© ſufficient to determined the Judgment of the 
« Obſerver in Fayour of the Truth.“ This is not 
Juſt Reaſoning, for at this Rate, the Samaritans 
were juſtified in believing Simon to be ſent of Gop, 
as he pretended, till Philip came. And for the 
ſame Reaſon they might doubt even what Philip 
taught them, not knowing but a greater. than he 
might afterwards appear. But if Gop alone can 
work Miracles, and if we can ſhew how they may be 
certainly diſtinguiſhed from all falſe Appearances, 
thenthe Evidence in Favour of Truth will be clear 
and deciſive, 


CHAP. 
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EN A K  IÞ1h- 


The CRITERIA, or, Evidence of real 
Miracles. 


HE Queſtion here is, © How may 
© we know whether any particular 
extraordinary Effect, which appears 
e to be miraculous, and is propoſed to 
us under that Denomination, be really 
„ ſuch ? The Rules by which we judge 
in this Caſe ſhould be ſo plain and clear 
as to enable us to determine with Cer- 
tainty. 

From what has been already ſaid it ap- 
pears that A4 Miracle is an extraordinary , 
or ſupernatural Effect of divine Power, in- 
tended to anſaver ſome extraordi inary End in 
the moral Government of Gov ; an Appeal 
aich the Dir x is pleaſed to make to the 
common Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind in Fa- 
vour of ſome very interefling and important 
Truth. Whence we may obſerve, 

Vol. II. B I. That 


EO Eo oe” I = oo i 
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I. That Miracles muſt be done openly; 


and not in the dark, or under any Diſ- 
_ guiſe, or with any Appearance of Art or 


Colluſion—but manifeſt to all, in every 
material Circumſtance. 


II. They muſt be inſtantaneous, ſimple 
Effects, without any perplexing Circum- 
ſtances, Parade, or Oſtentation. 


III. They muſt be particularly adaſe- 
ed to ſtrike with Conviction the learn- 
ed Philoſopher, as well the illiterate Pea- 
ſant—ſuch as will bear the niceſt fair 
and rational Scrutiny of the former, as 
well as gain the Belief of the latter. 
And, indeed, they ſhould be ſo wrought 
as to ſuperſede all juſt Occaſion of Doubt, 
and ſo that thoſe who are incapable of 


ſcrutinizing them, might not be deceived. 


IV. They muſt be ſo circumſtanc- 
ed as to Matter or Manner, or both, 
as that no Arts or Tricks of Men or 
Wiles of Satan, may fairly and in 
every Reſpect imitate them; nor muſt 


they be capable of being accounted for, 


upon 
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upon any rational, Hypotheſis, as the 
Effects of any ſecond, or merely 
natural Cauſes OT; except us In- 
ſtruments. 


V. They muſt have an End worthy of 

God ; * ſuch as the Support of his mo- 
ral Government, the Advancement of 
his own Glory, and the Happineſs of his 


rational Creatures: And not performed 


merely to excite Wonder, or gratify Cu- 
rioſity; and muſt, therefore, agree with 
the generally received Notions of Gop, 
as an all-wiſe, Almighty, moſt righteous 


and benevolent Being, and Lox of all. 


VI. They muſt not be ſuppoſed to be 


wrought, but upon extraordinary or very 


B 2 neceſlary. 


* If this End does not appear at firſt View, it will 
ſooner or later upon due Examination, and muſt be 
always morally Good, That the Reformation, or 
the moral Good of Mankind was, at leaſt, one End 
of the Miracles of CHRIS is apparent from what is 
ſaid, Matt, xi. 21, condemning the Impenitence of 
Corazin, &c, And the like is obſervable in general, 
where we read of Miracles in the ſacred Writings. 
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neceſſary Occaſions, ſuch as the Evi- 
deneing a divine Miſſton; deciding in 
Favour ef ſome important Truth, which 
might elſe appear doubtful ;. oppoſing. 
and counteracting the miſtaken Preju- 
dices of Mankind, and their prevailing 
Corruptions ; rouſing them from a State 
of ſpiritual Sloth and Stupidity, or ido- 
latrous Departure from Gov, Forgetful- 
nefs of ni, and groſs Neglect of their 


own Happineſs. | 


VIL The nftrumentat Performers of 
Miracles ſhould be Perſons of (at leaft 
apparently) good moral Characters, and 
profeſſedly in the Intereſt of Religion 
and Virtue. * | | 

Now the Miracles of the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, and particularly thoſe of our Lozp 
Jzesvs CarisT and his Apoſtles, bear all 
thete Characters of Truth and Divi- 
nity. 
* Though ſometimes even wicked Men wrought 
Miracles as our Lord obſerves, Matt. vii. 22. yet this 


was ſeldom, and they did it in his Name, and under 
* Profeſſion of Robyn and Virtue, 
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nity. They were, in general, performed 
openly, without Diſguiſe; ſimply, 
without artful Combinations, inſtantane- 
ouſly by a Word, or with a Touch 
They were ſuch as no Power or Skill of 
Men could really imitate— They could be 
accounted for no other Way, than that 
of an extraordinary divine Interpoſition 
they were calculated to awaken and con- 

vince the Conſciences of all Men, learn- 
ed and unlearned— Their End was evi- 
dently Great and Important, and every 
Way worthy of a divine Interpoſition— 
The moral Depravity and Miſery of Man- 
kind rendered them apparently neceſſary; 


B3 and 


It may be objected here * that the great leading 
„Miracle under the preſent Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
« (viz.) the Incarnaticn of CHR18T, was not done 
« openly ; there were no human Witneſles to it, but 
4 the Mother herſelf.” It may be anſwered, that 
the Nature of this particular Event was ſuch, as 

could not admit of any human Witneſs, it could not 
de more openly than it was; but the Conſequences, 
particularly all the other Miracles, and the whole 
Life and Doctrine of CuRISs r, conſpired to prove 
it a miraculous Fact, « 
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and the CharaQters of the Inſtruments 
who wrought them, were diſtinguiſhed 
for Piety and Virtue; and accordingly 
we find, they were generally admitted 
by thoſe who ſaw them, whether Friends 
or Enemies to the Doctrines they were, 


intended to enforce, * 
Let 


*The Tranſub/lantiation of the ſacramental Bread 
into the very Body of Cy 1sT, which the Church of 
Rome conſiders as a Miracle, will not anſwer to the 
Definition of a Miracle, nor to any of the Criteria 
here laid down 
Miracles will) bear an Appeal to the common Senſe 
and Reaſon of Mankind, becauſe the Bread (or Wa- 
fer) appears, after the pretended Tranſubſtantiation, 
or Change of the Subſtance of the Bread into the Body 

of Curisr, to be juſt the ſame as before, with- 
out even the Shadow of a Change. And tried by 
theſe CRITERIA, even the Miracles of which ſome 
of the primitive Fathers were led, through the In- 


—particularly it will not (as all true 


— 


na 


— 


— x — —ů — — 


temperance of their Zeal, to make their Boaſt, will 

. appear to be ſpurious. The ſo much talked of mira- 
culous Interpoſition of Providence, preventing the 
Emperor Julian the Apoſtate, from re-building the 
Temple at Jeruſalem, though mentioned by ſome 

| . Chriſtian 
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Let the Miracles of Moſes, and the myſ- 
terious Tricks of the Egyptian Magicians 
be compared, and examined upon theſe 
Principles; and the Difference will be as 
manifeſt as the unclouded Sun at Noon 
Day. In the wonderful Effects produced 
by Moſes, there was the utmoſt Clearneſs 
and Simplicity; and every Thing elſe, as 
to Matter, Manner, End, that was ne- 
ceſſary to demonſtrate a divine ſuperna- 

tural Interpoſition.—But in the Efforts 
of the Magicians all theſe were wanting, 
and room left to ſuſpeCt that Artifice and 
Intrigue, which belonged to their Pro- 
feſſion. Nor does it appear from the 
a, that hey even ſo much as pre- 
| B4 tended 


Chriſtian Writers of Coney, is not to be credited, 

becauſe it does not appear that Julian ever attempted 

It, though he talked of it; and becauſe Jerome and 

Prudentius, and others who lived at that Time, and 
mention Things leading to it, have ſaid nothing 

about it. Conftantine's ſeeing the Croſs in the Hea- 

vens is reckoned a mere Fable by many judicious 

Chriſtians. See Dr. Lardner, Col. vol. IV. p. 60. 

Maſb. Eccl, Hiſt. vol. I. p. 124. Macl. Tranſlat. 
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tended, that what they did was by the 
extraordinary Power of Gov, but which 
they at laſt acknowledged to be the Caſe 
with Moſes. For a farther Illuſtration of 
this Point I would refer my Reader to 
Mr. Farmer's Difſertation, where it is 
judiciouſly conſidered. 

There are many Effects obſervable in 
the Experiments of Natural Philoſophy, 
and the Operations of Legerdemain, 
which may be extremely marvellous, to 
thoſe who are ignorant of the Princi- 


| ples on which they depend; but they 


cannot be called real Miracles, be- 
cauſe they may be accounted for upon 
known, or rationally ſuppoſed Princi- 
ples of Nature; becauſe there is not 
that Plainneſs or Simplicity, or intire In- 
dependence upon Art, and the Combina- 
tion of natural Cauſes, which diſtin- 
guiſh real Miracles, and becauſe they are 
not done through Faith in the Power of 
Gov, with a View to his Glory, or to 


ſerve any extraordinary Purpoſes in his 


moral 
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moral Government of the World, which 
is the Caſe is real Miracles. 


* The Credit which falſe Miracles have at any Time 
gained, has been owing to their being adapted to Fa- 
vour ſuch Doctrines as agreed with the corrupt Pre- 
judices of the People, and their being ſupported by 
the Subtilty and Power of Men. But the Miracles of 
Cuxtsr and his Apoſtles were wrought in Support 
of Doctrines diametrically oppoſite to thoſe Preju- 
dices, without the leaſt Appearance of human Art or 
Power; and owe their Credibility intirely to the 
Evidence of their Divinity. See Dr. Campbel againſt 
Hume; and the Account of the Miracles in the Me- 

moirs of the Cardinal de Rete, and of the Tomb of 
the Abbe Paris, &c. Part ii. Sect. 5. See alſo Dr. 
William Adams's excellent Eſſay, in Anſwer to 
Hume's Eſſay, both which I had the Pleaſure of pe- 
ruſing ſince theſe Papers were written. By theſe Gen- 
tlemen Hume has been fairly manic, and, I thinks 
entirely confuted. 


CHAP. 
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EC H 4A ÞP. Ik 


An Attempt to prove more particularly, that 
a Miracle is not properly any V1oLATION 
of, or CONTRADICTION 5 the Lanvs of 
Nature; but an Effect of divine ſuperna- 
tural Power, perfectly agreeable to them. 


1. is very commonly ſaid both by the 
Friends and Enemies of divine Reve- 
lation, that Miracles are Violations of 
the Laws of Nature, at leaſt Contradic- 
tions to them. That the latter ſhould 
talk in this Stile, is not to be wondered 
at, it ſuits their Purpoſe, it enables them 
to raiſe a Duſt to blind the Underſtand- 


ings, and confound the Imaginations of 


their weak Readers; but it is rather 


ſurpriſing that any of the former ſhould 
fall into this Mode of Thinking—And 


yet 
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yet this is the Caſe, even with Mr. Far- 


mer, who ſeems to lay a great Streſs on 
this Circumſtance; In which, however, 


he appears to me much miſtaken, and to 


leave the Evidence of the real Exiſtence 
of Miracles involved in much Obſcurity, 
and thereby give the Infidel no ſmall 
Advantage. | | | 

A Miracle is an Effe& out of the or- 
dinary Courſe of God's general Provi- 
dence, and in which his Power appears 


to operate in a peculiar Manner, above 


and beyond the Powers of created Na- 
ture—this muſt be the Caſe or it would 


not be miraculous. But here we ſee no 


V. iolation of, or Contradiction to the Laws 
of Nature ſuggeſted; for if ſo, then, be- 


fore we could poſſibly judge whether any ; 


Effect were miraculous or not, we muſt 
be perfectly acquainted with all thoſe 


Laws, and all the Powers implied in 


them, by which the divine Providence 
governs the natural World ; but this is a 


Knowledge 70 high for even the Philo- 
ſopher; it is more out of the Reach of 
the illiterate Multitude; who neverthe- 


leſs 
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leſs have a Right, and, as their eternal 
Intereſt is concerned, may be ſuppoſed 
to have a Power to judge for themſelves 
about it, otherwiſe they muſt wait ' till 
the Learned have thoroughly examined 
the Matter, who will, after all, moſt ' 
likely differ in their Opinions, by invol- 
ving themſelves in philoſophical Dark- 
neſs, and conſequently leave the un- 
learned Inquirer {till in Doubt, and even 
much more ſo than if he had been left 
to his own plain common Senſe and Rea- 
fon, which muſt be the Medium of judg- 
ing in this Caſe. * Accordingly we find 
in the B1BLEz that the Miracles wrought 
| | | by 


* It is my Opinion (ſays the celebrated Sau- 
© in) one of the prigcipal Cauſes of the Fruitleſſ- 
4 neſs of our Enquiries on this Article | Miracles] is 
« the pretending to examine it philoſophically—Man- 
44 kind know ſo little of the Powers of Nature, that 
« it is very difficult, if not impoſſible to determine 
« ſtrictly, and philoſophically, whether an Action 
46 which ſeems to be a real Miracle, be really ſuch, 
« or whether it be not our Ignorance that cauſes it 
& to appear ſo to us.“ Robinſon's Saurin, vol. ii. 
. 230. 
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by Moſes, and by Jzsvs Cnxisr, were 
under ſtood to be ſach at once, without 
any literary Inveſtigation at all, or any 
Inquiry into the Laws of Nature. In 
ſhort they were evidently Appeals to the 
common Underſtandings of all Men, as 
fit judges of the Subject. And thus the 
Definition before given of a Miracle and 
the Account of its Evidences of being 
ſuch, are, what the Common Senſe of 
Mankind would readily admit, when 
ſuggeſted, if not otherwiſe prejudiced. 
Mr. Farmer, indeed, explains what he 
means by the Laws of Nature, but ſtill 
conſiders them as confined to the material 
Syſtem only; * but they ought, in the 
Caſe before us, to be conſidered as ex- 
tending to the intellectual alſo; for Miracles 
moſt certainly extend to both in many 
Inſtances; ſuch as the inſtantaneous 
Knowledge 


I do not ſuppoſe Mr. Farmer gone into the Syſ- 
tem of the Materialifts ; but if he is, he would find it 
impoſlible to give us a juſt Idea of the Laws of all 


the more ſubtle and inviſible Powers of Material 
Nature. 
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Knowledge of foreign Tongues; — the 
foretelling future Events; and indeed, 
all divine Inſpiration. And if we take 
Nature in this extenſive comprehenſive 
Senſe, and include the intellectual, as well 
as the material Syſtem of Exiſtence, (as 
we muſt when we ſpeak of the Miracles 
of the ſacred Books) we ſhall find it 
more difficult ſtill, to give an Account 
of its Laws, and ſay when they are, or 
are not violated, in any Inſtance pre- 
ſented to our Notice; which, however, 
upon this Ground, 1s abſolutely neceſ- 
| ſary. But it is very happy for the Bulk 
of Mankind, and indeed for us all, that 
we are not, in a Caſe of ſuch Im- 
portance, under this great and inſupe- 
rable Difhculty. For, if we conſider 
a Miracle, as it really is (viz.) an Ap- 
peal, which the DIT is pleaſed to 
make to our Common Senſe and Reaſon, 


in ſome Matters of the greateſt Moment, 


If we conſider a Miracle in this Light, 
and content ourſelves with the plain na- 
tural Criteria before mentioned, we ſhall 
be able to judge of any Effect, ſo call- 

ed, 
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ed, with infinitely more Preciſion and 
Certainty than otherwiſe, and eſcape 
all philoſophical Entanglements in our 
Inquiries.— 

And, indeed, the Miracles recorded 
in the Bible are ſo evidently ſuch, ac- 
cording to thoſe Rules, as ſcarcely to 


leave any even the leaſt Room for Doubt 
or Heſitation. | 


Moſt of the Writers, who repreſent 
Miracles as Infringements or Tranſgreſ- 
frons of the Laws of Nature, ſpeak of 
the Laws of Nature and the Courſe of 
Nature as one and the ſame Thing“ and 

8 | TEC : 


* To ſay that a Miracle is an Effect above the 
Power of Nature, is one Thing; and to ſay it is a 
Violation of her Laws, is another. The Almighty 
may produce Effects above the Power of Nature, or 
very different from her uſual Courſe or Manner of 
Operation, without doing any Violence to her Laws, 
or even turning aſide her Courſe from the Point, to 
which he at firſt directed it. He can, if he pleaſes, 
create new Worlds without diſturbing the Order of 
the Old. If Gop produces Effects that Nature can - 
not, Nature is ſtill what ſne was, and her Laws the 
ſame. A Power may be exceeded and ſuperſeded, and 
yet not deflroyed, or even centradicted. Gow is the 

. Lord 
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yet they are really very different; as diſ- 
| ferent as Cauſe and Effect; the Laws 


of Nature are properly the Rules by 


which the Courſe of Nature is directed, 
the Principles from whence it flows : 
The Cour/e of Nature, therefore, may in 
ſome Inſtances, and for a while be ſtopt, 
or altered, and yet the Laws of Nature 
remained the ſame and every Way 
inviolate. 

It may be, not only conven with, 
but even a Part of the Law of Nature, 
univerſally conſidered, that Miracles 
ſhould take Place upon fome particular 
Occaſions; and conſequently, that they 
cannot be any Violation of or Contradic- 
tion to thoſe Laws, any more than any 


other more common Alterations in the 


common Courſe of Nature. A few In- 
ſtances may illuſtrate theſe Obſerva- 
tions, as 

(1) 


Lord of Nature, and of all her Powers (of which 'we 
know but very little comparatively) they are all his 
Servants, they move at his Will, or ſtand Mill at his 
Command, to make Way for the RIOT Diſ- 
plays 1 his Wiſdom ans Power, 


IE ESRD Core I oIogege HE: RE 
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(iſt.) When the ſeveral Wheels of a 
Clock are put into Motion, we ſay they 
move according to the Laws of Nature; 
when ſtopped by the Hand, or by the go- 
ing down of the Weight, or otherwiſe, 
is there any Law of Nature violated or 


contradifed ? No; nor when it is put into 


Motion again; both are as agreeable to 


the Laws of Nature as its conſtant Motion. 


And would not the Caſe be the ſame if it 
was ſtopped and reſtored to its Motion 


by the inviſible Power of Gop; and 


ſhould the Almighty ſee it neceſſary to 
ſtop the Motion of the Earth, or any 
other Planet, he might do this alſo, with- 
out violating any one Law of Nature, ſo 
far as we know; yet ſuch an Effect would 
be properly thought miraculous, and 
therefore, by theſe Gentlemen be called 
a Violation of the Laws of Nature. 


* (2dly.) Should a Tree put forth its 


Leaves, bloſſom and bear Fruit in the 
Midſt of Winter, and this inſtantaneouſly 
at a Word's ſpeaking, we ſhould (if at- 


tended with other proper Circumſtances) 


call it a Miracle, and very juſtly ; yet 
Vol. . C even 


—— . — . ⏑˖— k 


34 ON MIRACLES. Chap. III. 


even here we have no more Evidence of 
any Law of Nature being violated, than 
in the ordinary Way. This would, in- 
deed, be an Effect out of the uſual Courſe 
of Nature, but no more a Violation of her 
Laws, than if it had been produced by 
the ſlower Operation of her Powers in 
the uſual Manner. . 
(3dly.) When a Candle, which has 
been extinguiſhed is rekindled, we don't 
ſuppoſe any Law of Nature 7ran/greſſed, 
or violated; why then when the extin- 
guiſhed Lamp of Life is rekindled, 
ſhould we think there is? The latter is 
an Effect as eaſy to Omnipotence as the 
former is to us, and infinitely more ſo, 
and every Way as conſiſtent with the ge- 
neral Syſtem and Laws of Nature. * 


(4thly.) 


* We are often told by the Abettors of Infidelity, | 
4 That the Laws of Nature are abſolutely and immu- 
| «4 zably fixed, by the Decree of Gop; and that as 
« a Miracle implies an Infringement or Change of 
<< thoſe Laws, it is in the Nature of Things .impoſ- 
<« ſible :'” But if, as we ſay, Miracles, though Ef- 
fects above and beyond the Powers of Nature, are, 
_ Nevertheleſs, no Violations or Infringements of her 
- | | | Laws, 
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. (4thly:) When Water is turned inſtan- 


taneouſly into Wine; or Fire does not 


conſume the combuſtible Matter which is 
thrown into it; here are no Laws of Na- 
ture violated. The Law of Nature in the 
firſt Caſe is, that a Body ſhould remain 
what it ſpecifically is, until changed by 
a Power equal to the Effect. If the 
Water be turned into Wine by any na- 
tural, or artificial Proceſs, or Commix- 
tures, it would be no Miracle; but if it 


be changed in a Moment, without any 


natural or artificial Means, it muſt be 
miraculous; and yet here is no Law of 
62 Nature 


Laws, but only produced independently on them, or 
their uſual Operations, we reconcile Miracles with 
the Immutability of thoſe Laws. Though, by the 
Way, nothing is a&/o/utely immutable but Gop him- 
ſelf, and his Purpoſes ; but it is his Purpoſe that cre- 
ated Nature ſhould be changed whenever he pleaſes, 
and conſequently her Laws, Heb. ii. 10. which will 
be eminently the Caſe, at the laſt and great Day, 
when Time ſhall be no longer; and in ſome Degree 
this is the Caſe in the mean Time, particularly of 
our Bodies at Death. For as any of the conſti- 
tuent Powers or Properties of Nature ate changed, 
ſo muſt the Laws reſpecting them, 
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Nature violated in this Caſe, any more 

than there is when the crude watery 
Juice, which by natural Diſtillation fills 
the Rind or Skin of the Grape, is ma- 
turated by the warm Influence of the 
Sun, and the Powers of Fermentation, 
into the generous enlivening Liquid call- 
ed Wine. And in the ſecond Caſe, it 
is agreeable to the Laws of Nature, that 
Fire ſhould conſume combuſtible Matter, 
if not prevented by a ſuperior Power, or 
ſome intervening Cauſe, employed to 
preſerve the combuſtible Matter from it. 
But whether this be done by the Art of 
Man, as in many Caſes it may, for a 
Time at leaſt, or by the extraordinary In- 
terpoſition of Almighty Power, it is all 
one to the Laws of Nature. What de- 
termines the Effect to be miraculous is, 

iüts being produced without zhe perceivable 
Intervention of ſecond Cauſes in the uſual 
Way, its being ſuperior to them, and 
its being done to anſwer ſome particular 

and extraordinary End, in the Economy 
of Providence, worthy of fuch an In- 
terference. 


And 
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And thus, with reſpect to a Perſon's 
Capacity of diſcourſing or writing in 
Languages of which he was before in- 
tirely ignorant, if this Capacity be in- 


ſtantaneous, and to anſwer ſome extra- 


ordinary important End, it is doubtleſs 
to be conſidered as miraculous. But 
who can ſay that here is any Law of Na- 
ture violated or contradicted any more 
than if he had employed many Months or 
even Years in the Uſe of the ordinary 
Means of attaining it. 'The real Matter 
is, the uſe of all merely natural Means, 
and ſecond Cauſes are rendered unne- 


ceſſary by an extraordinary Interpoſition 
of the DeiTY. The natural Laws not 


being employed, is no Reaſon why we 
ſhould ſay they are contradifed. The 
Strength of Sampſon could effect what 


the Strength of no other Man could, but 


it would not be proper to ſay the latter 
was contradifted by the former, 
Mr. Farmer tells us, that there is a 


© real TransGRESSI0N of the Laws of 


« Matter and Motion when a Stone is 
4 raiſed in the Air, or ſuſpenddl in the 
| Gig “ Water, 
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“Water, without the Application of 
cc corporeal Force.” This ſeems to be a 
miſtaken Idea. It is true, the Laws of 
Matter and Motion do not take place and 
operate in the uſual Way ; but it does 
not follow that they are really tramſgreſſeu. 
In order to judge whether an Effect be 
miraculous or not, we ſhould conſider, 
whether it appears to be produced by the 
Power of natural Cauſes, in the uſual 
Way of their Operation, or by ſuperna- 
tural, in a Manner extraordinary; and 
not whether it contradicts or tranſgreſſes 
any Law of Nature or not. If the Stone 
be ſuſpended by my Hand, or any other 
material natural Cauſe, it cannot be de- 
nominated a Miracle moſt certainly ; 
but, if it be done by the Power of the 
Derry immediately interpoſing, it is; 
though in this Caſe no Law of Nature is 
tranſgreſſed any more than in the other. 
The Reaſon in both Caſes is, in general, 
the ſame; that is, the Application of a 
Power, ſuperior to the Power of Gravi- 
| tation 


9 Diſſert. P · 125 15—16. 
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tation in the Stone. Whether the Power 
be material or immaterial, human or di- 


vine; in the common Courſe of Nature 


or out of it, it is the ſame Thing as to 
the Laws of Nature, and as conſiſtent 


with ſound Philoſophy. 


Mr. Farmer ſays, * that Miracles may 
«© be eaſily diſtinguiſhed + from the Arti- 
7 fices 


* gince the above Obſervations were written, I have 
had the Pleaſure to find ſo judicious a Writer as Dr. 
R. Price of the ſame Opinion on this Head, in his 
excellent Diſſertations on Providence, p. 423, where, 
ſpeaking of Miracles, as thought by ſome to be No- 
lations of the Laws of Nature, he ſays, This is by 
« no Means included in the Idea of a Miracle.” And 
p. 81, 82. the Dr. ſays, that no Opinion can be 
more groundleſs than that of a Miracle being a S4 
penfion of the Laws of Nature, and refers us to Bi- 
ſhop Butler as ſaying the ſame Thing, I is the Fort 
of the Infidels. Voltaire ſays, ** Miracles would ar- 
«© gue two oppoſite Principles, the one undoing what 
te the other did; that is, the Power of Miracles un- 
doing the Power of Nature (Dict. Philoſ. 268.) And 


Hume ſhelters himſelf here. On the other Side ſee 


Butler's Anal. ch. 4. p. 2. 
+ Mr. Farmer ſeems to allow, that Gn may be 
ſame D in the Application of his Rules of 


4:6. judging 
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c fices of Impoſture, and Experiments 
© in Philoſophy, by the Ignorant, who 
. & don't know them (i. e. the Artifices, 
c &c.) to be Deviations from the Courſe 
c of Nature.” But if a Deviation from 
the Courſe of Nature, be an efſential cha- 
racteriſtic of Miracles, it ſhould be ca- 
pable of being fully underſtood by all 
for how can they, who do not know the 
Courſe of Nature in all poſlible Caſes, 
judge whether any ſtrange and extraordi- 
nary Effect be a Deviation from that 
Courſe or not If they are ignorant of 
the Criterion itſelf, how can they judge 
by it? In order to aſcertain whether 
any particular Effect be miraculous, there 
muſt be full Evidence of the imme- 
diate Hand of Gov in it, and that there 
RE is 
judging of miraculous Effects; and that to this End, 
there muſt be ſome Acquaintance with the Laws of 
Nature ; as doubtleſs there muſt if his Hypotheſis be 
right ;—but this is not neceſſary, if the Criteria 1 
have before hinted are juſt. The Ignorant may judge 
with as much Certainty as the Learned by theſe Rules. 
Mr. Farmer has, indeed, endeavoured to remove the 
Difficulty, but ſeems to have failed in the Attempt. 
See Diſſert. p. 19, 20, 21, 36, 37s . 
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is no Artifice, or Deception, or any 
created Power concerned efhciently in 
the Production of it: All muſt be clear, 
plain, open, and intelligible to the 
meaneſt Capacity; and ſo as to leave no 
Room for rational Objection from thoſe 
of the greateſt. But this cannot be the 
Caſe, if an Acquaintance with the Laws 
of Nature, and the Extent of their Ope- 
ration be previouſly neceſſary; becauſe 
of theſe Things the IIliterate, who are 
herein appealed to, and have a Right to 
judge, have no competent Knowledge. 
And, indeed, even the Philoſopher 
_ himſelf, after all his moſt attentive and 
deep Reſearches, falls infinitely ſhort 
of that perfect Knowledge which the 
Caſe requires. 

It is poſſible, that ſome created Beings 
may poſſeſs Abilities great beyond all our 
Conception; and may, ſometimes, be 
ſuffered to produce amazing Effects in 
the Exerciſe of them, even ſuch as our 
fulleſt Knowledge of Nature and her 
Laws could not enable us to diſtinguiſh 
from real Miracles. But if, inſtead of 

9 having 
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having Recourſe to this Knowledge, we try 

the Effect in queſtion by the Criteria J have 

given, we ſhall be able to decide at once. 
In ſhort the grand Teſt of Miracle is, 
that it is an extraordinary Effect of Omni- 
potence, which thoſe Criteria naturally lead 
us to diſcover with the greateſt Certainty. 
Whatever Abilities therefore any cre- 
ated Beings may poſſeſs, they cannot 
poſſibly work Miracles; this is the ſole 
Prerogative of DziTryY, Were they to 
remove Mountains, or even ſtop the 
Earth in her Courſe, by their on pro- 
per Power only, I would ſay they did Won- 
ders, but would deny that they wrought 
Miracles. They could not be ſuch, 
becauſe not, the Effects of ſupernatural 
Power, produced by the divine Order 
and Efficiency, or ſo that that Power 
might appear thro' the whole. Even our 
Loxp Jz:svs CRHRISsT himſelf, while he 
dwelt in our World, did not pretend to 
work Miracles by his own proper Porver, 
as Man, but by a ſpecial Energy derived 

from the FarHER dwelling in him; and 
which was, therefore, properly the Power 

| of 


% Sv 
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of Gop. I can, ſays he, of my own ſelf 
do nothing ; *—that he did thoſe Works 
in his Father's Name ; and that they were 


tze Works of his Father. Accordingly in 


the Book of Ads they are faid to be Works 
which Gop did by him. And, indeed, 
they could not otherwiſe have been Evi- 
dences of his divine Miſſion as the Meſ- 
ſiah; he would have borne Witneſs of him- 
ſelf, and given Reaſon to ſuſpect, at 
leaſt, that his Witneſs was not true. And 
if the Man Jesus the Son of Gop, did 
not, merely as Man, poſſeſs the Power 
of working Miracles, as his own pro- 


per natural human Power, but aſcribes 


them expreſsly to the indwelling Energy 
of the Father, it muſt be to the laſt De- 


gree impoſſible, that any created Being 
ſhould poſſeſs this Power ſo as to de pro- 


perly his own. 


In a Word, if Miracles are not the 


Works of Gop, excluſively of all other 


| Efficiency, I ſee not how they can be any 


Evidence of a divine Miſſion or Revela- 
| tion; 


58 


* John v. 30, 6e. Ch. X. 255 37. 
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44 ON MIRACLES. Chap. III. 
tion; but if they are, then the Evidence 
is clear, and full to the Purpoſe. The 
ſacred Writings, therefore, always ſpeak 
of them as the Works of Gov alone, 
and lay the Streſs of Evidence upon 

8 that 


lt appears from the aboye that our LoRD's Mi- 

racles are not to be conſidered as Evidences, or Proofs 

of his Dz1T *, as ſome imagine; they are never men- 
tioned as ſuch in the BIB L E, as I remember ; but as 

Evidences of his divine Miſſion as Man and Mediator, 

the true Meſſiah and Saviour. To this Purpoſe he 
himſelf often appeals to them. Beſides, Moſes, and 

ſome of the Prophets before him, and his Apoſtles 
after him, profeſſed the Power of working Miracles ; 
but who will ſay they were Evidences of their Deity? 
Why then ſhould the ſame delegated Power in 
Cu xis be conſidered in that Light ? I have no 
Doubt of the true, real, and proper Dz1Ty of 

Cuxr1sT : that a/l the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwells 
in him, that he is I MANUEL, Gop wiTH us. | 
But had I no better Evidence in Favour of this great 
Truth, than that ariſing from his Miracles, I ſhould 
very much doubt it. We find, indeed, the Apoſtles 
aſcribing the Miracles they wrought to the Name of 

CnxisT, Accs iii. 16. but this may only mean, that 

Gov, by this Medium, bore Witneſs to his Name, 

1. e. his divine Miſſion, Doctrine, Character, as the 
| Sen 
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that very Circumſtance.—They are ex- 
preſsly called the Witneſſes or Teſtimonies 
which Go bore to the divine Original of 
the Goſpel, but this they could not be if 
they were not the Effects of his extraor- 
dinary Power. | 


- 


Son ef Gop, and Saviour of Men; or, that they re- 
ceived this Gift from Cyr1sT, as then having all 
Power in Heaven and Earth, 288 him by the 
FATER. | 


V CHAP 
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E PF. Iv; 


 Shews the Poſſibility, Reality, Reaſons, and 

Deſign of Miracles, and their Importance 
in the moral Government of Gop, more 
particularly. 5 


F it be admitted, that Gop is Al- 
mighty, that all Nature is his Crea- 
ture, and all her Powers under his Con- 


troul; it will follow, that thoſe extraor- 


dinary Effects which we call Miracles 
may (as before hinted) be all perfectly 
conſonant to the original Plan of Na- 
ture, and her fixed Laws, and as really a 
Part of that Plan, or the general Syſtem 
of thoſe Laws, as thoſe Effects that are 
more uſual and ordinary; and conſe- 
quently there can be nothing in the Doc- 
trine of real Miracles inconſiſtent with 
ſound Philoſophy. And if it be admitted 
alſo, that Gop is the moral Governor of 


the World, it is evident that Miracles 
: | may 


* 
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may not only be pęſcble, but highly pro- 


able, as they are ſo well adapted to an- 


ſwer many important Ends in the Admi- 
niſtration of his Government. 

The Probability or even the Poſſibility of 
Miracles being admitted, we are led to 


. inquire whether there ever have been 


ſuch Effects? And we conclude in the 
affirmative —— becauſe the Hiſtory of 
Mankind, from the earlieſt Ages of the 
World, down to that of CauzisT and his 


Apoſtles, has recorded ſuch Effects be- 


cauſe the Goodneſs of Gov, and the Uſe 
and Importance of Miracles to his own 


Glory, and the Happineſs of Mankind, 


would lead the ſerious thinking Mind to 
expect them, becauſe the Inſtances of 
ſuch 


* The ſtrong Propenſity in Mankind to the Belief 


of Miracles, though made an Objection againſt their 


Credibility, by our Sceptical Philoſophers, really af- 


fords a very ſtrong preſumptive Proof of their Exiſt- 


ence. It ſhews that they believe a divine all- govern- 


ing Power called Gop; that all Things, not con- 


trary to his Nature, are poſſible to him and that it 
is perfectly conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
3 oe 
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ſuch Interpoſitions of divine Power, re- 
corded in the BIsI E, and particularly in 
the New Teſtament, are ſo very numerous, 
ſo clear, and atteſted by ſuch vaſt Num- 
bers of all Ranks and Characters j—and 
becauſe thoſe Miracles have ſtood the 
Teſt of the moſt accurate and rigid Exa- 
mination, not only of the Friends but 
alſo 


of his Government, to interpoſe, in the general 
Courſe of Things, ſometimes in an extraordinary 
Manner, upon extraordinary Occafions, for the Good 
of his rational Creatures. All this ſo naturally flows 
from the Belief of ſuch a Power exiſting, that it is 
next to impoſlible, for honeſt and unprejudiced Minds; 
Not to fall into it. The Love of the Wonderful is na- 
tural to us, and it is reſonable to ſuppoſe ſome moral 
End is deſigned to be anſwered by the Gratification 
of it, in a proper Manner—though weak Minds may 
indulge this Propenſity, as they do many others, too 
far; it does not follow, that others, whoſe mental 
Powers are ſtronger, and more under the Government 
of Reaſon and Religion, ſhould do ſo. There are 
not the leaſt Traces of mental Weakneſs in the Re- 
cord and Belief of the Miracles of the ſacred Writ- 
ings ; all there appears worthy of the divine Perfec- 
tions, and of the higheſt Conſequence to the Happi- 
neſs of Man; as much ſo as any of the more ordinary 
Works of God, 
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alſo of the moſt inveterate Enemies of 


the Goſpel, eſpecially ſuch as lived at, or 


neareſt, to the Time of their being 


| wrought, who found themſelves obliged, 


in Spite of all their Prejudices, to admit 


the Fads; and therefore ſet the whole 


Strength of their Oppoſition, againſt the 


Doctrines intended to be ſupported and 


propagated by them, and to ſilence the 
Preachers, as the moſt likely Means of 
preventing the Spread of their Influence 
amongſt the People. | 

Thus, upon the Healing of the wins 
Man by Peter- and John, *. the Jewiſh 
Rulers ſaid, * What ſhall we do to theſe 


Men? For that a notable Miracle hath 
cc been done by them is manifeſt to all 
them that dwell in Feruſalem, and 
tc we CANNOT DENY IT; but that it 
© ſpread no farther amongſt the People, 


© let us ftraightly threaten them, that 


„they ſpeak no more in this Name.” 
And it is obſervable, that Celſus, Por- 
pbery, Julian, and other Infidels of thoſe 


Acts iv. 16, 17. 
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Days, generally admitted the miraculous 
Facts recorded in the Goſpel, and racked 
their Invention to account for them ſome 
other Way, though they never could do 
it rationally, or with the Shadow of Con- 
ſiſtency. Now if theſe miraculous Facts 
were thus admitted by the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, at or near the Time of their 
being done, and all Attempts to account 
for them any other Way than as real Mi- 
racles then proved nugatory and vain, 
the Evidence of their Divinity is clear 
and undeniable. Nor have the Attempts 
of modern Infidels been more ſucceſsful ; 
they have tried the Strength of Sophiſtry, 
Criticiſm, Ridicule to no Purpoſe, but that 
of hardening themſelves in their Infide- 
lity, and deluding the weak and unwary. 
But as it was with the firſt Objectors 
to Chriſtianity, ſo it is with thoſe of 
later Days — It is not ſo much the Mira- 
cles themſelves. that offend them, but 
the Contrariety of the Doctrines they en- 
force to their favourite Prejudices and 
vicious Propenſities, their Pride, Senſua- 

lity, and i intemperate Love of this World; 
— here 


FP 
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—— here they feel themſelves deeply 
wounded, and therefore ſhut their Eyes 
againſt all Conviction in favour of Truths 
ſo tormenting. This was certainly the 
Caſe of the primitive Infidels. Some of 
them, indeed, once infinuated, that our 
Loxd caſt out Devils by the Aſſiſtance of 
the Prince of Devils ; but they knew 
in their own Conſciences, that this was 
all mere Calumny, without the Shadow 
of a Reaſon to ſupport it, and, there- 
fore, did not attempt a Reply to his ſen- 
ſible Confutation of it. Nor do we find, 


that they ever attempted any Thing of 


Conſequence againſt any other of his 


Miracles; though they took, what they 


thought, a more effectual Way to ruin 


his Cauſe they perſecuted him to Death. 


Could they have diſapproved any one 
of the Miracles of CHRIST, or of his 
Apoſtles, no doubt they would gladly 
have done it; and we ſhould have heard 
of it again and again, from their Suc- 
ceflors in Scepticiſm, with the greateſt 
Triumph, as giving, a Death's Wound 
to the Evangelical Religion. to 

7 © os If 
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If Gov be, indeed, the moral Gover- 
nor of the World, there muſt be ſome 
Revelation or Knowledge afforded us of 
the Rules, Laws, Sanctions of his Go- 
vernment, or the Duties we owe to him, 


and the Expectations we may entertain 
of his Aſſiſtance and Bleſhng, or Reſent- 
ment and Difpleaſure. 

And as this Revelation appears to in- 


volve in it Matters of the moſt intereſt- 
ing Importance to the Glory of Gop, 
and the Felicity of Mankind; we ſhould 
naturally expect that it would be recom- 


mended to our Notice and Belief by a 


peeuliar Fulneſs of Evidence, and ſuch as 


might, not only enlighten and ſtrengthen 


our reaſoning Powers, but rouſe us 


from our Stupidity, and fix our At- 
tention by awakening our Aſtoniſhment. 


And what could fo completely anſwer 
theſe Ends as thoſe extraordinary Phæno- 
mena of divine Power which we call Mi- 
rTacles ?+ They at once evince the divine 
Original of the Truths prefented to our 
Notice, and ſtamp upon them ſuch Marks 
of Worth and Dignity, as naturally tend 

: VVV 1 
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to engage our moſt ſerious and affec- 
tionate Regards. 

In this Revelation there are three ca- 
pital and leading Miracles, (viz.) 1:/zlf, 
or the divine Inſp:ration of the Scriptures ; 
the Refurreflion of CHRIST ;—and the 
Gift of Tongues. Theſe are ſo connected 
with each other, and with the whole of 
Chriſtianity, that if either of them is 
proved (as it may be independently of the 
other) the whole is proved. As for In- 
ſtance, if we prove the divine In/þiration 
of the Scriptures, which may be done from 

its internal Evidences, we of Courſe 
prove the whole of the Doctrines and 
Facts contained in them. If we prove 
the ReſurreFion of Curisr from the 
Dead, (which may be, and has been, 
done independently of the other Parti- 
culars, *) we prove the whole Syſtem of 
| 53 Religion 
Cilzert Weſt, Eſq. on the Reſurrection. 
The Trial of the Witneſs, by Biſhop Gib/ſor. 
| | To theſe I might have added the Converſion of St. a 
Paul; which has been well illuſtrated to this Pur- 
poſe by Lord Lyttleton. But I mention the three 
Inſtances above as more general. 


* 
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Religion built upon it. If it be a true 


and real Fact, that the illiterate Diſciples 
of CHRIST, were able, inſtantaneouſly to 


hold Diſcourſes in a Variety of Lan- 
guages, of which they were before to- 
tally ignorant, the Religion, intended to 
be ſupported and propagated by this 
wonderful Means, muſt be from Gop, 
the Giver of every good and perfect Gift. 
And that this was the Fact is proveable 


by the Circumſtances of the Caſe, and 


particularly by there being ſo many 
thouſand Witneſſes of it. 
_ Suppoſing Miracles to be, as we ſay 


they are, the extraordinary Works of Gop, 


or the Effects of a Power infinitely wiſe, 
and juſt, and good, then they muſt be 
Evidences, not only peculiarly convine- 
ing but ſuch as could never appear but 


in the Intereſt of Truth and Virtue. For 
if real Miracles could be produced in fa- 

vour of Vice, or to ſupport falſe Doc- _ 
trines, they could be no Evidence of the 
true, which are always connected with 
Virtue. And, indeed, there can be no 


real Miracle wrought, but may be eaſily 
| diſtinguiſhed 
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diſtinguiſhed from a pretended one, by a 
ſerious and candid Obſerver. Were not 
this the Caſe, Miracles would loſe all 
Power of Conviction upon a judicious 
Mind. 5 

There are ſome Truths (whether in- 
nate or communicated by Inſtruction, 
or perceived by the Exerciſe of Reaſon) 
that are ſo con-natural to us; i. e. ſo a- 
greeable to the Conſtitution of our Na- 
tures, as to be admitted almoſt inſtan- 
taneouſly, when properly propoſed ; and 
being once admitted can never be intirely 
| rooted out. They appear with ſuch 
Luſtre of Evidence, and ſink at once ſo 
deeply into the Mind, that they become 
a kind of general Standard for all other 
Notions propoſed as true, which, there- 
fore, are admitted or rejected accord- 
ingly. Such, for Inſtance, as the Ex- 
iſtence of one living and true Gov, the 
moral Governor of the World — The Dif- 
ference between Virtue and Vice That 
Virtue is pleaſing to Gov, Vice offenſive, 
&c. No Revelation from Gov, can con- 

tradict theſe Truths, or be really incon- 
D nent 
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ſiſtent with them. It cannot teach us, 
that there is no Gov; that moral Agents 
are not accountable to him, as their So- 
vereign Lord and Judge ; that Vice 1s as 
pleaſing to Gov, as Virtue, &c. Not 
the moſt ſplendid Appearance of Mira- 


cles could prove ſuch a Revelation to 


come from Gov, but would be rejected 
by all ſober Minds at once; becauſe, as 


p 


all real Miracles are from Gov, they 


muſt agree with, and be directed to the 
Support of theſe primary Truths; for 


Gov cannot contradict himſelf, but muſt 


appear the ſame in all his Works—can 
never reveal any Thing as his Mind that 
is not perfectly conſiſtent with that im- 
mutable Reaſon and Nature of Things, 


which reſults from his own adorable Per- 


fections. No Miracle, therefore, can 
prove to us, that Murder is not offen- 


| five to Gop; that Idolatry is true Piety, 


any more than it could convince us that 
two and two make five, 


And as real Miracles are thus adapted, 
and deſigned to convince us of real Truths, 
and ſupport the Intereſt of Virtue ; ſothey 

| . are 
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are adapted to effect this Conviction with 
peculiar Energy and Advantage, i. e. 
they carry their Evidence the neareſt 
Way, and with the greateſt Efficacy, to 
the Hearts both of the learned and un- 
learned. Other Evidences may ſatisfy 
the ſerious honeſt Enquirer, upon due 
Reflection; but Miracles ſtrike at once, 
rouſe the Stupid, aſtoniſh and confound 
the Vicious, who malicioufly reject 
them; compel the better diſpoſed Judg- 
ment of the moſt incredulous ; and ſtamp 
ſuch a divine Authority, upon the Cha- 

rater and Miſhon of thoſe employed as 
Inſtruments of a divine Revelation, as 
muſt clearly and infallibly diſtinguiſh | 
them from all Impoſtors, and recom- 
mend them to our Regard, as indeed the 
Servants of the living Gov. But, it may 
here, perhaps, be ſaid—* If Miracles be 
* adapted thus to carry all Oppoſition 
&© before them, how came it to paſs, that 
ec ſuch Multitudes, as ſaw the Miracles 
c of CynrsT and the Apoſtles, were not 


induced to believe him to be the true 


te Mefjiah ? Surcly if there was any 
| Thing 
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© Thing really divine in thoſe ſtrange 


„ Works, they muſt have triumphed 
© over the Prejudices of the moſt Obſti- 


© nate, and that there could not have 
© been an Unbeliever amongſt them; 
“ and yet the contrary is the FaQ.” 
It may be anſwered,—that though Mi- 
racles have this convincing Tendency in 


, 


themſelves, yet, Mankind are ſtill left to 


exerciſe their rational Faculties in the 


| Conſideration of them, as free Agents 
poſſeſſed of a Power to reject, or ſhut 


their Eyes againſt the moſt convincing. 
Evidence in this Caſe, if they pleaſe; 


and, accordingly, many did ſq : ——- 
They could not deny the Facts them- 


ſelves, but either would not conſider 
their End and Deſign, or, if they did, 
and could not avoid Conviction, they ſet 
themſelves againſt it, becauſe it oppoſed 
their vicious Inclinations, their intempe- 


rate Love of this World, and its guilty 


Pleaſures; and becauſe Gop had, in 
righteous Judgment, for their groſs 


Abuſe of his Mercies, given them up to 
the fatal Deluſions of their own Hearts. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, the ſame Objection may be made 
againſt the Powers of Reaſon or natural 
Light, as it is called; for we ſee Num- 
bers daily acting in direck Contradiction 
to the cleareſt Evidence, in Matters of 
the greateſt Moment, But when any 
Doctrine, which in itſelf bears the Marks 
of a divine Original, is accompanied 
with Miracle, the Force of Evidence is 
exceedingly encreaſed; and in a good 
and honeſt Heart, will conquer all its Pre- 
judices, and remove all its Doubts. This 
was the Caſe with Sergius Paulus, Acts 
Xill. 12. when he ſaw what was done 
(in the miraculous Blindneſs of the Sor- 
cerer) he believed, being aſtoniſhed at the 
Doctrine, that is, at its divine Excellency 
thus ſupported. | 

And as Miracles are ſuch well adapted 
Means of Conviction, fo they are in ſome 
Caſes highly, if not abſolutely neceſſary to 
this End. Sometimes the Prejudices and 
Objections againſt the Belief of a divine 
Revelation are ſo ſtrong, and the Diffi- 
culties attending it, through the Weak- 
neſs of the human Mind, ſo great, that 
nothing 
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nothing ſhort of Miracles can, in the 
ordinary Courſe of its Operations, effec- 
tually conquer them, and gain its Aſſent, 
even though the Doctrine appear other- 
wiſe worthy of it. Thus it was parti 
cularly with the People to whom Mz/es 
and CRRISsT declared the Divinity of 
their Miſſion “ againſt Deliverance or Sal. 

vatien they had no Objection; their Mi- 
e ſeries 


* And thus when our Lo RD was accuſed of Blaſ- 


| phemy, he does not ſtay to argue the Caſe at large, 

or expatiate on the good Tendency of his Doctrine, 
&c. which he might have done with the greateſt Pro- 

priety, but appeals to his miraculous Works, as being, 
to his Hearers, a more convincing and incontrover- 
tible Evidence. Some of the Friends of Chriſtianity 
have aſſerted that Miracles are indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to evince its divine Original, and that if it could be 
proved without them, they would be ſuperfluous and 
uſeleſs. This is ſaying too much. It does not follow, 
that becauſe we have good, and even in ſome Reſpeds, 
ſufficient Evidence to prove the Divinity of the Goſ- 
pel, without Miracles, that, therefore, they are un- 
xeceſſary. . For, though not abſolutely neceſſary to 


that End, in ſome Caſes, they may be ſo in others; 


and 


2 
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ſeries led them moſt earneſtly to deſire 


it—It was againſt the Manner, and Cir- 


cumſtances attending this Deliverance, 
and the Doctrines and Laws and De- 
mands of Faith and Obedience as the 


Terms of enjoying it to which they ob- 


jected, through the groſs Ignorance and 
Depravity of their Hearts. The Syſtems 
of Religion propoſed by Hoſes and by 


CarsT, though the ſame in Subſtance, 


were very different in Made, and the 


Modes of each in many Particulars were 
new and ſtrange. The Moſaic Syſtem, 


might have been objected to by vain and 
prejudiced Minds, which could ſee but a 


little Way into the Reaſons and Conſe- 
ee of Things, as trifling and un- 
profitable 


and neceſſary to that End in ſome Circumſtances, and 
with /ome kind of People. But, ſtill, there is abun- 
dant Evidence of the Goſpel's being a Revelation from 
Gov, from the Nature of the Truths contained in it, 
and their being ſuch as none but Gop could reveal; 
particularly the Prophecies, the Origin of the World, 
_ the Fall and Recovery of Man, &c. 


. 
> - - - 4 bs 7 
* * a 1 - I 
= * 8 ” P . nf — — — — . 
——_—_ Se — — - ” < — — 
— — — 2 — — = 2 — &v % — 
» — — — . . — — —  — c —— * 7 
—— —— — wi fo 5 — — 2 = 2 —— — _— —— — — _ ps N 0 — - 
o — . % — ward. + 7 , * * — l— Ws > 
E * — : r aan * 7 + aa rents — * * ä 
— PS + 1 « ——— 2 E C 
2 . _ — 3 . = _ * — — * = "lo * +, nt * F 
op 2 - by — > A — — = — of l . 
— - ; ad wy 4 in 3 2 r p * : 


6 ON MIRAC LES. Chap. IV. 


: vrokcable, as well as coſtly and painful; 
and therefore as unworthy the Wiſdom 


and Majeſty, of the Dziry. That of 


CarisT was, amongſt other Things, par- 


ticularly deſigned to diſannul that of Mo- 
ſes, as to its external Form, though not 
as to the Spirit of it; and this, notwith- 
ſtanding it was eſtabliſhed by Gop him- 
ſelf, with ſo great Solemnity. A Cir- 


cumſtance that muſt, at firſt, alarm a 


Fexw, ever jealous of the diſtinguiſhing 


Kites of his Religion, and rouſe all his 


Prejudices in Oppoſition againſt what he 
would call ſo dangerous an Innovation. 


Beſides this, the Religion of CHRIST 


carried in the very Face of it ſomething 


ſo ſublime and ſpiritual, ſo out of the 
Way of the common Notions both of 


Jews and Gentiles, that it was to the one 
a ſlumbling Block, and to the other Fooliſh- 
neſs. It was therefore highly neceſſary, 


that the Publication of theſe reſpeCtive 


Syſtems, ſhould be attended with mira- 


_ culous Diſplays of divine Power, as the 
molt ſpeedy and eflectual, if not the 


only 
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only Way of removing thoſe Prejudices, 
which might otherwiſe have prevented ſo 
cordial a Reception as the Caſe required.“ 


But though Miracles are not abſclutely 
neceſſary 


* There is an Evidence, of no ſmall Force, in fa- 
your of the Chriſtian Revelation, ariſing from the 
aſtoniſhing Progreſs it made in the World after the 
Reſurrection of CHRIST, under the Miniſtry of the 
Apoſtles, and their immediate Succeſſors. We ſee 
that very DoQrine, which was ſo abhorrent both to 
Jews and Gentiles, preached by a few illiterate Men, | 
who were held in univerſal Contempt, and treated as 
the Officouring of all Things, we ſee that Doctrine 
preached by ſuch Men, triumphing over the moſt in- 
veterate Prejudices of all Sorts of People; the Sophiſ- 
try and Pride of the Philoſopher, the Terrors of, 
princely Power, the Rage of incenſed Prieſts, and the 
fanatical Madneſs of the common People, and mak- 
ing its Way into the Hearts and Conſciences of vaſt 
Numbers, of all Ranks and Profeſhons, by the mere 
ſimple Power of the Evidence of its Truth and Divi- 
nity. This is notorious Fact, whether miraculous or 
not, it is ſtill he Fact, and proves, to a Demonſtra- 
tion, that it muſt be countenanced by a Power ſu- 
perior to all the Powers combined againſt it; but it 
agrees with the principle Criteria of Miracle, and 
therefore may be conſidered as ſuch, 
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neceſſary, where the DoQtrine itſelf car- 
Ties other Evidence of its Divinity in the 
Face of it (as all the leading Doctrines 
in the evangelical Religion certainly do); 
yet even there they may be of eminent 
Utility, as giving a peculiar Air of Dig- 
nity and Importance to the Doctrine, and 
more effectually engage our Attention 
to it, and perſwade us to embrace it. 
Nor does it neceſſarily follow that a Doc- 
trine is really divine, becauſe it may have 
ſome Appearances of being ſoz or the 
Teacher of it pretend a Miſſion from 
Heaven; our Prejudices may deceive us: 
or, if it be really divine, yet through the 
Influence of thoſe Prejudices, or ſome 
other Cauſe it may appear very doubtful; 
in either Caſe a real Miracle would at once 
remove all Uncertainty, and abſolutely 
determine the Point.“ Thus the Mi- 
5 15 kaacles 


* This was the Caſe when Phllip preached at Sama- 
ria, It is ſaid, Acts viii. 6. the Samaritans gave heed 
to the Things which Philip ſpake, hearing and ſeeing 
the Miracles which he did. And v. 1a; it is faid they 
believed the Things he preached, concerning the King- 

| ; don 


ORGY 2” ro ĩ -w1˙“ r ... 


9 My ws 


Chap. IV. ON MIRACLES. 6x 
racles of our bleſſed Lord were entirely 
deciſive reſpecting the Abolition of the 
Moſaic Ritual, though a Meaſure fo con- 
trary to the Prejudices' of that People, 
and the firſt Views of Things in their 
narrow Judgments. And it is certainly 
more rational to ſuppoſe, that weak, fal- 
lible, and prejudiced Men ſhould be 
miſtaken about the Nature and Quality of 
any Doctrine, than that the all-wiſe and 


— pong * — * C= — 
— ITS 3 gat, 2 — Ap 
« » , . - 33 - - 
— — — — — — — 2 — —  - — 


dam of Gov. There was a Degree of Evidence of 
Truth even in the Doctrine itſelf that engaged their 
Attention, yet, as it was new and ſtrange, they would 
naturally doubt; but the Evidence of the Miracles 
wrought, removed the Doubt, and carried all before it. 
And though the People's believing upon this Evidence 
did not prove the Miracles genuine, for they believed 
Simon before to be the great Power of Gov, (though 
his wonderful Works were no Miracles) yet this Cir- 
cumſtance plainly ſhews that they ſaw ſomething in 
the Works of Philip, far ſuperior to thoſe of Simon, 
and which, ſerved to convince them of the Falſehood 
of his; otherwiſe they would not have given up the 
Prejudices they had in his Favour. And Simeon him- 
| Telf ſeems to have been convinced, that the Works of 
Philip were indeed marked with the Finger of Go; 
and conſequently infinitely ſuperior to his own, and* 
therefore applyed to the Apoſtles for this ſuperior Gift. 
Vol. II. E | moſt 
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moſt gracious Gop ſhould deceive his 
Creatures, by ſetting Falſehood in the 
Light of Truth; to ſay nothing of the 
utter Impoſlibility of his acting in a Man- 
ner ſo contrary to the Rectitude and Be- 
nevolence of his Nature. A Miracle, in 


ſuch a Caſe, ought to lead the Mind, at 


leaſt, to queſtion the Juſtneſs of its prior 
Determinations againſt the Doctrine pro- 
poſed, and would certainly have this Ef- 
fect upon all pious and ſincere Inquirers 
after Truth. Though there is no Doubt 
but that even ſuch a Doctrine, upon due 
Examination, would appear, to ſuch an 
Inquirer, worthy of Gov, and divinely 
true from other Evidence, notwithſtand- 

ing the ſtrongeſt Appearances to the 
contrary at firſt Sight ; for real Miracles, 
and truly divine Doctrines, will always 

agree, and bear the ſame general Marks 
of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, as 
ſpringing from the ſame Fountain of ſa- 
_ cred Truth. 

But ſtill, though Miracles are thus ne- 
ceſſury and important, they are not the 
only Proots of a divine Revelation. Ac- 

cordingly, 
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cordingly, we often find CHRIST and his 
Apoſtles, arguing the Caſe with their Op- 
ponents from admitted Principles. With 
reſpect to the Fezvs, they proved from 
their Scriptures, that JIxs us was the Me 
fab, which was promiſed to their Fa- 
thers; and that it was an eſſential Part 
of his Character to appear in the hum- 
ble Form he did, to die an accurſed 
Death, be raiſed again to Life, and to 
live and reign for ever; by this Means 
they convinced Thouſands, and utterly ſi- 
lenced the Arguments, though they could 
not ſecure themſelves from the Malice of 
their Enemies. And, as to the Gentiles, 
the Apoſtles convinced them by Reaſon- 
ing with them, and ſhewing them, that 
| their Condition, as to Religion and Mo- 
rality, was ſuch as cvidenfly required a 
divine Teacher and Deliverer; That JE 
sus ChrnisT was poſſeſſed of Powers 
every Way ſuited to the Purpoſe ;—that 
his Doctrine was eminently calculated 
to lead Mankind to the Love and Prac- 
tice of Virtue, and to the Enjoyment of 
the Favour of the ſupreme Being, and 
"5 © & conſe- 
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conſequently to free them from the pain- 
ful Apprehenſions they muſt ſometimes 
feel, as guilty, afflicted, and dying Crea- 
tures, and thus deliver them from all the 
Darkneſs, Deluſion, and Miſery of Su- 
perſtition; raiſe their Minds above the 
pernicious Influence of this World, upon 
Principles far more ſolid and rational 
than thoſe of their Philoſophers, and 
point them out a Felicity infinitely 
worthy of their Choice, ſecure to their 
Hopes, and every Way capable of an- 
ſwering to all the Affections of their 
rational and immortal Natures. And we 
find the Apoſtles Reaſonings with their 
Hearers upon theſe Principles, often at- 
tended with great Succeſs. The Goſpel 
of CarisT is, in itſelf, fo worthy of all Ac- 
ceptation, and ſo ſuited to the Condition of 
of human Nature, that it needs but to 
be fairly ſtated, and ſeriouſly conſidered, 
to recommend it to our Belief. The 
Neceſjity of Miracles, therefore, does not 
properly ariſe from the Want of Evidence, 
ſufficient to convince a ſerious well-diſ- 


poſed Mind, of the divine Original of the | 


Goſpel 
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Goſpel without them, but from the groſs 
Depravity of the human Heart; its Stu- 
pidity and Inattention wilfully indulged 
on the one Hand; and the foſtered Pride 
of falſe Philoſophy, together with the 
ſtrong Averſion that the corrupted Na- 
ture of Man feels to the Purity and Spi- 
rituality of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and 
the Strictneſs of its Morals on the other. 
The more effectually to counteract the 
combined Influence of theſe Powers, 
and engage the Attention of the care- 
leſs unthinking Many to their beſt In- 
tereſt and Happineſs, infinite Good- 
neſs is pleaſed to interpoſe, upon parti- 
cular Occaſions, by thoſe extraordinary 
Diſplays of Omnipotence we call Mi- 
racles, and thus mercifully adapt his Diſ- 
penſations to the Weakneſs and wants 
of his Creatures. And if we conſider 
the religious and moral State of the 


World, both of Jews and Gentiles, at 
the Time when the Miracles recorded 92 


in the Bible were wrought, we ſhall 
ſee that there was a peculiar Expediency 
in theſe wonderful Works, in Favour 
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of divine Revelation, and a peculiar 
Suitability in them to anſwer the great 
Ends propoſed by it the more effectually 
in many particular Caſes. And we have 
many Inſtances, in the ſacred Writings, 


which clearly ſhew the Propriety of theſe 


Obſervations; particularly, where it is 


ſaid, that the Apoſtles /o ſpeak that a 


great Number both of Jeaus and Greeks be- 
| lieved ; Which ſhews that the Force of 


that kind of Evidence, which attended the 


Doctrine itſelf was ſufficient, through the 
divine Bleſſing, to perſwade many of the 

better diſpoſed to Embrace it, without 
Miracles; though afterwards, for the 
fuller Confirmation of their Faith, and 


the Conviction of others, it is ſaid, 7he 


Lord gave Teſtimony to the Word of his 


_ Grace, and granted Signs and Wonders to 


be done by their Hands. For though Mul- 
titudes believed, yet an Oppoſition being 
raiſed by ſome ſtubborn Jews, Miracles 


are introduced as the propereſt Way of 


ſilencing theſe Cavillers at once, and pre- 


venting the pernicious Effects of their 


Malice. 


* Accs XIV, I, 3. 
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Malice. Again, it is, ſaid, * That the 
Apoſtles mightily convinced the Fewws,— 


 ſhewing by the Scriptures, that Jes vs was 


Car1sT. And the Apoſtle in his Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, F did not lay the 
Streſs of their Converſion upon Miracles, 
except that of the Reſurrection of CHRIST 
but upon the Nature and Genius of the 
Goſpel Doctrine and the Power of the 
Croſs, as carrying Conviction to their 
Hearts with affecting Energy. 


Acts xviii. 28. + 1 Cor. i, 22. ch. ii. I, 2, &ec. 
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Wherein it is farther ſhewn, that Miracles 
are not always neceſſary, and why they 
are not continued in the Church. | 


[ muſt be acknowledged that the Ig- 

- norance and Stupidity, Pride and In- 
attention of Mankind, and their Averſion 
to Truth, are much the ſame now, as 
when the Power of working Miracles 
was enjoyed, and exerciſed in the Church 


It may therefore be aſked, © If Mi- 


“s racles are ſo neceſſary and important 
© to the Intereſt of Religion, and its 
© Propagation, why are they not conti- 
by nued, and eſpecially to the Miſſio- 
* naries who preach the Goſpel amongſt 
© the Heathens ?” To which it may be 
anſwered—Firſt, becauſe theſe Miſſiona- 
ries are not ſent forth immediately from 


CarrsThimfelf, orwithſuchextraordinary 
; Authority 


of 
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Authority and to ſuch extraordinary Ends 


as the Apoſtles were. Secondly—be- 


cauſe, as before obſerved, Miracles are not 
abſolutely neceſſary for proving the Divi- 
nity of the Goſpel, or even for the Propa- 


cation of it, in all Caſes, though in ſome, 


infinite Wiſdom might judge it proper to 
make Uſe of them They never were ſo; 
they are much leſs ſo now ſince the whole 
of its Doctrines, and ſuch abundant Evi- 
dence of its divine and Original, is col- 
leted in one complete Summary, as it 
is in our BiBLE—And, in a Word, be- 


cauſe there were many particular Rea- 


ſons for Miracles in the firſt Ages of 


Religion, which do not exiſt now. How» 
ever, it is certain, that the Almighty is 


as able to, work Miracles now, as he was 
ſeventeen hundred Years ago: And the 
the Time may come, when he may ſee it 
expedient, in order the more ſpeedily to 
effeCt his Purpoſes, to renew the Grant 
of this extraordinary Power; though cer- 
tainly it becomes us to leave it with him, 
when it is proper for him to manifeit 
himſelf to his Creatures in this Manner. 

F | But 
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—Put as there is Reaſon to believe, that 


the Revelation we now enjoy, and which 
is contained in our BI BLE, will ſpread far 


more generally through the World, and 


prevail more effeCtually over the Igno- 
rance and Corruptions of Mankind, and 
this with ſurpriſing Rapidity, in ſome 
future, and perhaps, not very diſtant 
Period, the Deity may then judge it 
fit to interpoſe in this Manner, and work 
his Wonders again, as in Time paſt, and 
thereby ſhed a new Glory upon the Goſ- 
pel of his Son. This may be the Caſe 


0" 


for aught we know to the contrary, tho? 


I confeſs, I rather think he will effect his 


great Purpoſes in that Day by the more 


_ abundant internal Light and perſwaſive 
Influences of his bleſſed Spirit. And, in- 


| deed, we do not find that ALL the Diſ- 


coveries which Gop was pleaſed to make 
of his Will to Mankind, in the firſt Ages 
of the World, were attended with Mi- 
racles; it was only upon particular Occa- 


# ons he thus interpoſed. We read of 


few Miracles before thoſe of Moſes. The 
extraordinary Intentions of Providence, 
reſpecting 


K 4*5ð—õ 
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reſpecting the Seed of Abraham, ren- | [| 
dered them particularly neceſſary at that q 
Time. They were ſeldom introduced | 
after the Time of Moſes, *till our Lorp's 
Appearance in the Fleſh, except in the 
ſupernatural Inſpiration of the Prophets 
but an Event ſo extraordinary as this 
Appearance, the peculiar Circumſtances 
attending it, and the very important 
Purpoſes relative to the Glory of Go, 
and the Happineſs of Mankind, it was 
profeſſedly deſigned to anſwer, toge- 
ther with the moral State of the World 
at the Time of it, all conſpire to ren- 
der ſuch peculiar Diſplays of Omni- 
potence extremely expedient and ne- 
ceſſary —— Neceſſary to give an Air 
of Dignity to the Saviour's Character, 
to ſupport a Cauſe otherwiſe ſeemingly 
weak; and, in a Word, to ſtamp the 
moſt ſtriking and unequivocal Marks of 
Divinity upon the whole Diſpenſation, 
more abundantly diſplay its Excellency 
and Importance, and thereby more gene- 
rally engage the Attention and Belief of 
the People, till it was more clearly and 
and 
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and fully eſtabliſhed. But when theſe 
Ends were anſwered, and the whole Syſ- 
tem more univerfally known, and ſettled 
in the World, Miracles ceaſed. * And 
while we have ſuch Evidence of the Di- 
vinity of the BiBLe, as that which now 
attends it, we muſt be left without Ex- 
cufe if we reject it. If we will not be- 
lieve upon the Evidence ariſing from paſt 
Miracles, ſo well atteſted, Prophecies 
(which are a kind of ſtanding Miracles) 
fo remarkably accompliſhed, as many 
of thoſe recorded in the B1BLz now are; 
—The Agreeableneſs of what is revealed 
. CE. in 

If we may Credit what Origin ſays againſt Celſus, 
or what Tertullian ſays i in his Apologetie, the Power 
of working Miracles continued *till the third cen- 
tury: : Mr. Whifton thinks it continued to the Middle 
of the fourth. But by that Time, if not ſooner, the 
_ Chriſttan Church was grown ſo corrupt, that very 
little Regard is to be paid to any of the Accounts of 
Miracles then given. Even good Men were too cre- 
dulous and intereſted, and too inventive to be impli- 
citly truſted. See Mbiſton's Authentic Records, vol. 
ii. p. 940. Dr. Lardner 8 Col. vol. iv. p. 60. Dr. 
Midaleton's Letter from Rome. Mo ſheim - Eccleſ, 

Hiſt, val. I. Dr, Maclean's Tran. p. 124. ; 


Chap. Ve ON MIRACLES. 577 


in the Goſpel to the divine Perfections 
and Government, and to all our moral 
Feelings; and the Power that even at 
this Day attends the Miniſtrations of it 
If we believe not upon ſuch clear and 
accumulated Evidence, neither ſhould we 


believe though one were to riſe from the 


dead before our Eyes, to give Teſtimony 
to the ſame Truth. No Miracles, how- 
ever clear and aſtoniſhing, could perſwade 


a Mind whoſe Prejudices were ſo ſtrong 


and inveterate. 

But, indeed, Miracles were not intro- 
duced ſo much to prove, as to propagate, 
the more ſpeedily, a Religion otherwiſe 
ſufficiently evinced. They would natu- 


rally rouſe, and therefore engage the 
Attention of the Mind—They are ſtrik- 


ing Demonſtrations of the Being and 
Perfections of Gov, and of his paternal 
Regards for the Happineſs of Mankind; 
they enlighten their Underſtandings, a- 
waken their Affections, and powerfully 


diſpoſe them to reverence, admire, and 


love him. 


If anche were 271d! iſpenſably neceſſary, 
| to 
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to prove the BiBLz to be the Word of 
Gov, they muſt always accompany the 
Publication of its Contents in Heathen 


Countries, and Gop would doubtleſs fur- 


niſn theſe Miſhonaries, whom he quali- 


fies by his Grace, and ſends by his Pro- 


vidence, for that Purpoſe amongit them 
now, with a Power of working them 
but it is an undeniable Fact, that the 


moſt pious and zealous Miniſters, who 
are employed in that Service, poſſeſs no 
ſuch Powers; they cannot triumph in 
the inſtantaneous Efficacy of the Goſpel, 


through the conquering Evidence of Mis 
racles accompanying their Preaching it, 
as the Apoſtles did. They muſt be con- 
tent to proceed more ſlowly, and by De- 


grees, and with a ſmaller Number of 
| Converts for the Time, though not leſs 


effectually converted They can only 


preſent their Hearers with the Facts and 
Doctrines of the BI BLUE, explain their 


Meaning, point out their Suitability to 
their Condition, appeal to their Reaſon 
and Conſciences, or their moral Light 


and Feelings, and implore the divine 


Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing— And if the holy Spirit co-ope- 
rates with theſe Endeavours, and opens 
the Hearts of their Hearers, the good Ef- 
fect will be certain They may indeed 
tell them of Miracles wrought ſeveral 
hundred Years ago, and give them many 
convincing Reaſons for their Belief of 
them; but the Force of this Evidence 
muſt be very faint and languid, com- 
pared with that of the actual Sight of 
them. A Preacher of the Goſpel, there- 
fore, amongſt Heathens, muſt rely for 
Succeſs upon the native Excellency and 
Suitability of its Truths and the divine 
Power accompanying his Endeavours. 
He might, however, expatiate with great 
Propriety and Hope upon the Character 
of the Loxp Jesvs CHRIS H, Point out 
the Dignity of his Perſon, the moral Ex- 
cellency of his Temper and Conduct; FT 
His Piety towards Gop: his Benevo- 
lence towards Man; his moſt perfect 
Self- government, Juſtice, 'Temperance, 
Patience; the eminent Uſefulneſs and 
ſpotleſs Purity of his Life; the Great- 
neſs of his Sufferings, and the Magna- 


minity 
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minity with which he bore them ;—The J 
Peculiarity of his Death, the Certainty of 1 
his Reſurrection, and the great and gra- 7 
cious Deſign of the whole in the Salva- h 
tion of Mankind. 8 

A Character ſo great, ſo illuſtrious; | 0 


and ſo every Way unparalleled as this, i 
would naturally ſtrike them, awaken fi 
their Attention, excite Inquiry, and fo J 
lead the Way to many uſeful and inſtruc- 9 
tive Obſervations. In a Word, he might MW 1 


enlarge upon the Nature and Neceſſity p 
of that divine Light which the Goſpel | C 
affords, and that it is impoſſible, ratio» fi 
nally, to Account for any Thing in the 1 
moral World without it, or perceive any t] 


juſt Foundation, on which the human Soul a 
could reſt its Hope of Happineſs. Here, Þ 
in this internal Evidence the Strength of tl 
the Cauſe he pleads muſt lie. LP 
But tho' what we properly call Miracle w 

is not now neceſſary as it once was, and N 
the Force of thoſe wrought in Ages paſt w 
is in ſome Degree weakened by length of al 
Time; yet there is a Kind of Evidence in H 


Favour of Chriſtianity, near of kin to 6 
Miracles V 
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Miracles that grows Stronger by Time, 
mean that ariſing from the Accompliſb- 
ment of the Scripture Prophecies, which we 
have in Abundance and which all the 
Subtlety of even our modern Rejectors 
of Revelation, have never been able to 
invalidate. To this we may add the very 
| fingular and remarkable Caſe of the 
| Jzws; who appear every where as a 
People peculiarly diſtinguiſhed from all 
the reſt of the World, and to have been 
preſerved by the ſpecial Providence of 
Gop, for many Centuries to this Day, as 
ſtanding and moſt awful Witneſſes of the 
Truth of the Predictions, not only of 
their own acknowledged Prophets, but 
alſo of thoſe of Ixs us of Nazareth, the 
Guilt of whoſe Blood they charged upon 
themſelves and their Poſterity; and the 
Puniſhment of which appears in their 
wretched Alienation from all the reſt of 
Mankind, the pitiable Contempt with 
which they are treated, and their own 
aſtoniſhing Blindneſs and "TORE: 1 
Heart. 
But however diſtance of Time 0 
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have weakened the Evidence of Miracles 
| in Favour of Chriſtianity, it is even to 
this Day ſo ſtrong as to require all the 
utmoſt Exertions of Sceptical Art and 
Sophiſtry to reſiſt its Force, even in 
their Minds who moſt earneſtly wiſh to 
do it. Facts are ſtubborn Tings, theſe 
are eſpecially ſo: Nor can it be rationally 
ſuppoſed, that the wiſe and good Gov 
would ſuffer the Hiſtory of theſe Facts to 
continue in the World, under ſuch Sem- 
blance of Truth, and to gain ſuch Cre- 
dit amongſt ſo many of the wiſeſt and 
| beſt of Men, were they not true: And 
if they are true, they muſt be the extra- 


ordinary Effects of his Power, and Con- 


ſequently . Proofs of the Divinity of the 
Chriſtian Religion. That the Drirr 
ſhould interpoſe in this wonderful Way, 


in Favour of Piety and Virtue, is very - 


ſuppoſable, but that he ſhould ſuffer the 
World to be impoſed on by falſe Appear- 
ances, and make choice of Perſons of 


 JTuch excellent moral Characters as the 


| Apoſtles were, to propagate the Impoſ- 
ture, with ſuch glaring Marks of Truth; 
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and do this, not only without the leaſt Ho- 
nour to himſelf or Benefit to them, but, 


on the contrary; to expoſe them to the 


greateſt Diſtreſſes.— To believe this re- 
quires the utmoſt Stretch of the moſt ir- 
rational Credulity. 

But when Men indulge Wa er in 
their Propenſities to Infidelity, ſo far as 


to oppoſe, not only the internal Evidence 


of the divine Original of the Goſpel, but 
that of Miracles alſo, they are uſually 
left to take the Conſequence in that moſt 
deplorable of all Calamities the Infatua- 
tion of Sceptiſm. Miracles are, as I may 
fay, the Ultimatum of Evidence in this 
Cafe, beyond which, as to Means of 
Conviction, the Dir does not judge 
proper to go. The Man that will not be 
convinced by a Miracle wrought before 


his Eyes, or demonſtrated by the cleareſt 


Teſtimony, would not .be: convinced by 
any other Medium whatever, and might 


be very righteouſly left to all the Miſeries 


of the Darkneſs he had ſo obſtinately 
choſen. He is a kind of Being by him- 
elf, an ee, a kind of 

35 monſtrous 
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monſtrous Birth amongſt the Sons of 
Science, whoſe mental Powers move in a 
retrogade Direction, and do, indeed, 
violate the Laws of Nature; for he acts 
againſt his moſt conſtitutional F eelings, 
and often doubts the Reality of his own 
Exiſtence ;—He muſt, therefore, be left 
to himſelf, to get through the Wilder- 


neſs of this Life as well as he can. He 


is, however, a fellow Creature, whoſe 
Condition calls for our moſt tender Com- 
paſſion. Let us not then hurt an Hair 
of his Head, but let us Reaſon with him, 
pity and pray for him, with all that be- 
nevolent Fervour our divine Religion ſo 
naturally inſpires. This is the moſt 
Chriſtian, and the moſt effectual Way of 
counteracting the pernicious Influence of 
his Sentiments, and his Endeavours to 
propagate them. 


Jo conclude; from this View of 
Things it muſt appear to the honeſt un- 
prejudiced Mind—That the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is indeed worthy of all Acceptation. 
——A Religion whoſe divine Original is 
evinced by the intrinſic Excellency of its 
| Doctrines, 
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Doctrines, and ſupported by a numerous 
Train of the moſt ſplendid and benefi- 
cent Miracles A Religion that ſtrikes 
at the very Root of all the various Evils 
to which the human Nature is expoſed, 
and opens to us a new and living Way 
of free Acceſs to the Poſſeſſion of every 
poſſible Good :—A Religion, the Plan 
of which was laid in the eternal Coun- 
ſels of infinite Wiſdom, conducted by 
infinite Benevolence, and which will 
cloſe at the great and laſt Day, in the 
moſt grand and aſtoniſhing Diſplays of 
the divine Character of the Sox or Gop 
coming to judge the World in Righte- 
ouſneſs, diſſolve the preſent Conſtitution 
of our World in devouring Fire, pour ir- 
reſiſtible Deſtruction upon the impenitent 
Enemies of Truth, and ſecure all obe- 
dient Believers in the divine Mercy, 
of every Kindred, Tongue and Nation, 


in the bliſsful Enjoyment of eternal Life 


and Glory! A Religion at once ſo awful 
and delightful calls for more than our 
Belief ; it demands our practical Re- 
F 3 gards 
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gards, and that we make it our ſolicitous 
Concern to live up to its genuine Spirit 
and Dignity ; conform our Temper and 
Conduct to its Precepts, and rejoice 
in its Bleſſings as our ſupreme Felicity 79 
Amen | | 


The following Lines ſhould have been inſerted 
p- 7+ at the End of the firſt Paragraph, after the 
Word Manner, or by Way of Note at the Bottom. 


The Almighty may, for ought we know to 
the contrary, make Uſe of ſecond Cauſes, or the 
Powers inherent in created Nature, in a certain De- 
gree, in producing Effects truly miraculous ; —when 

the Blind are made to ſee, the Lame to walk, &c. 
: inſtantaneouſly, by a Word or a Touch, the Divine 
Power may operate by the Medium of ſecond Cauſes, 
though not perceivable by us, as really as if the 
Effects were produced i in the uſual Courſe of Nature, 
by the Power of Medicine. And ſome Effects, 
vherein ſecond Cauſes are evidently employed, may, 
in a more general Senſe, be ſtiled miraculous 3—ſuch 
as the univerſal Deluge, the overthrow of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the general Conflagration or Deftruc- 
tion of this World by Fire at the laſt Day; for theſe 
are extraordinary Works of Gop, and done to anſwer 
high and important Ends in his moral Government. 
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On the ſeparate State of the human Soul. 
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GOME Chriſtian Writers, while they 
admit of the Doctrine of Gop's mo- 
ral Government, and of a future State 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, ſuppoſe 
the human Soul to be a mere Quality of 
the Body, or a Part or Property of it, and 
not an immaterial Subſtance of a Nature 
quite different from it, and therefore, not 
capable of ſeparate Exiſtence. They ap- 
prehend that the Words Soul, or Spirit, 
when applied to Mankind, mean no more 
than the Word Life; and conſequently 
that when the Life of the Man is taken 
from him, or ceaſes, there is nothing 
remains of him that can be called vital ; 
he is no longer a ſenſible thinking Being, 
but all a mere dead Carcaſs, and fo will 
remain *till the Reſurrection. 
This Opinion has been e by 
T7 4 - ſome 
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ſome as a moſt dangerous Hereſy, and 


therefore ſtigmatized by them with the 


ſtrongeſt Marks of Reprobation. For 


my Part, though I think it wrong, I 
cannot ſee it in ſo ſhocking a Light; nor 


that it can very eſentially prejudice the 


Intereſt of Religion and Virtue, with the 
Serious and Judicious; though it poſſibly 
may have an unfavourable Influence upon 


others. However, the Sentiment feels 


* 


extremely uncomfortable, weakens the 


Motives to Virtue, and contradicts the 
generally received Notions and moſt na- 
tural Wiſhes of Mankind, and ſhould not 
be admitted without the cleareſt Demon- 
ſtration of its being juſt. 


I would, therefore, here i inquire into the 


| Matter, earneſtly deſirous of leading my- 


ſelf and my Reader into the imple Truth, 
and the rather, becauſe of ſome other im- 
portant Doctrines connected with it. 


What 1 propoſe particularly to con- 
fider is, 


by The Nature of the human Soul, and 


whether it be a Principle diſtinct from 


the 
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the Body; or only a De or r 
of it? 


II. The Meaning of the Words Death, 
and the Reſurrection, in theſacrediWritings. 
III. The Evidence from thoſe Writings 
in Favour of the Soul's ſurviving the 
Body, and Exiſtence in a future State. 
IV. The ObjeQions againſt that Doc- 
trine, as deduced from Reaſon and 
e 7 


I. The N. ature _= the human Soul, and 
whether it be a Principle diſtinct from 
the Body, &c. 

I readily acknowledge that whether the 
_ Soul of Man, i. e. his Mind, or Intellect, 
be ſtrickly immaterial, is ſcarcely deter- 
minable by Reaſon alone, without the 
Light of Revelation. The Language of 
the Bible, however, ſeems ſtrongly to 
Favour the Affirmative; and I confeſs it 
appears to me a very delightful and im- 
portant Truth; but not abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to the Proof of its Immortality, or 

2! being capable of a ſeparate Exiſtence, 
7 and 
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and Conſciouſneſs independent of the 
Body. For, ſuppoſing the human Soul 
immaterial, as J do, yet its Immortality 
muſt depend intirely on the Will of Gop, 
and not upon its Immateriality ; becauſe 
Gov himſelf oxnLY has independent Im- 
mortality; and becauſe, though it can- 
not die, in the Manner and Reſpect the 
Body does, yet the ALmicuTY may re- 
duce it to a State of total Inſenſibility; 
may ſtrip it of its Powers, and fink it 
into its original Nonentity, if he pleaſes; 
otherwiſe the Soul would be indepen- 
dently immortal, which is the ſole Pre- 
rogative of Derry, * 555 
On the other Hand, ſuppoſing the 
Soul to be a material Subſtance, it does 
not neceſſarily follow that it muſt die 
with the Body; or be incapable of a con- 
ſcious Exiſtence ſeparate from it. The 
Power that could make the Soul think 
At all, is able, ſurely, to make it think 
without the Medium of this mortal Body, 
in which it here dwells. 'The Body it- 


1 Tim, vi. 10. See alſo Eſſay III. on this Head, 
ſelf 
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ſelf might be immortal, though material, 


if Gop pleaſed, and indeed will be ſo at 


the Reſurrection; why then may not the 
Soul be, though a material, yet an Yn- 
mortal principle, diſtinct from the Body, 
and independent on its Life? Why may 
not the Soul live though the Body die, 
as well as a Part of the Body live while 
other Parts die, as is often the Caſe? 
There is nothing in Reaſon or the Na- 


ture of Things to oblige us to believe it 


impoſſible, or, indeed, improbable. 
If it be {till ſaid, ** that the Soul is fo 


« eſſential a Part of the Body or Quality 


© init, and ſo connected with and de- 
* pendent on its Life, that when the 
« Body dies the Soul muſt neceſſarily 
« die with it;“ yet this is mere Hypo- 
theſis, and wants Proof: The Powers 
and Properties of the Soul appear to be 
of ſo particular and extraordinary a Na- 
turc, and to operate in a Manner ſo pecu- 
liar, as not at all to agree with the Idea 
of a mere Quality or Affection of the 
Body. Accordingly the Apoſtle diſtin- 
guithes between not only the Soul and 

| the 
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the Body, but alſo between the mere ani- 
mal Soul or Life, and the rational Spirit 
or Mind, * as will be obſerved more 
particularly hereafter. Hence it is clear 


that whatever the Soul may be, it is cer- ' | 


tainly ſomething very different from the 
Body; or any Idea we can rationally 
form of its Powers and Properties. — 
The human Body is, indeed, a moſt 


ww 


curious Machine, formed of Fleſh and - 


Blood and Bones, and Nerves, &c. all 


diſpoſed and adjuſted with the moſt 


amazing Skill, and ſo as to anſwer the 
great Deſigns of infinite Wiſdom in its 
Formation. And, through the whole 
Syſtem, there ſeems to be diffuſed a kind 
of ethereal Fire, kindled into Action at 
| firſt, perhaps, by the immediate Opera- 
tion of the Almighty Spirit, + though af- 
terwards continued by the Medium of 
natural Air, and which ſets the Machine 
in Motion; the Blood and Juices flow 


through their reſpective Channels; the 


Nerves and muſcular Parts perform their 


* 1 Theſ. v. 23. + Rev. xi. II. 1 Tim. v. Zo 


: ſeveral 
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ſeveral Functions, TRE WHOLE LI1VEs: 
But here is nothing yet on which to 
ground the Idea of THIX XING; or even 
Senſation, it is all mere Mechaniſm. 
For, what Connection is there between 
Fire, Air, Blood, Motion, and Thought, 
or even Feeling? The fineſt Piece of 
 Watch-work, boiling Water, or growing 
Plants, are no nearer the Power of think- 
ing than a Piece of Ice, a Stock, or a 
Stone. There ſeems to be ſomething 
more than mere Brain, and Nerves, 
Light, and Motion, neceſſary to make 
the Eye ſee, the Ear hear, or the Body 
_ itſelf, or any Part of it, feel. —That there 
is a ſomething in us that perceives we 
all agree, that it is not the Body, or any 
Part of it, or Powers peculiar to it (but 
as the mere Inſtruments) ſeems in the 
higheſt Roe protentle: at leaſt ; * Vo- 
lition, 


The Nerves, Brain, and other Parts of the Body, 
are the Organs or Mediums of Senſation ; but they 

are not properly the Thing, the Principle, that 
fees, hears, feels; much ſeſs that Thinks, Reaſons, 
Wills, &c. There appears to be ſomething elſe, of 
quite another Nature, abſoluteſy necellary to theſe 
Ends; 


8 eee EE Ca COTE — 


94 ON A SEPARATE STATE. 


lition, Self-determination, Deſign, &e. 
appear to be Properties of pure IntelleQ, 
not of Body; that is, this Power muſt 
be a peculiar Principle, whoſe Nature is 
very different from the Body. 

And as this Principle is endued with 
the Power of Perception, i. e. of perceiva 
ing the Impreſſions made upon the Body, 


ſo it has alſo the Power of Conception, 


that is, of forming them into Ideas, 
which 1s properly thinking, And as this 
Soul 


Ends ;—a Principle capable of fuperintending all the 


reſt, and which we may very properly call Intel- 
lectual; and yet capable alſo of being affected with 
theſe other Powers of our Conſtitution, ſo that when 
the Nerves and the other Organs of the corporeal 
Syſtem, adapted to that End, are affected or put 
into Motion, by any external Objects, they affect 
this ſuperintending Principle or Intellect, in a Man- 
ner agreeable to the Nature of the Connection the 
Dz1Ty has appointed between them, though to us 
inexplicable, and excite in it, by Meang of ſome Ope . 
rations of its own, what we call Ideas, or the No- 
tions, Images, or Pictures of Things. It is not, 


there fore, properly ſpeaking, the Eye itſelf, but this 


intellectual Principle that ſees. And ſo of the other 
particular Senſations, 


e 


E 


n 
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Soul or Mind is capable of viewing, con- 
ſidering, comparing thoſe Ideas, reſſect- 
ing upon them, and abſtracting from 
them, more and more by Time and Uſe, 
hence the Powers of Thought encreaſe, 
and the Man appears, indeed, a thinking 

But as the Eye and Ear, and other Or- 
gans or mediums of Senſation, belonging 
to the Body, cannot ſee, and hear, and 
form Ideas, or think without the Soul; 
ſo, while the Soul continues in that par- 
- ticular Connection with the Body and 
its Organs, which is appointed by the 
Almighty, it cannot ordinarily perceive 
or think without thoſe Mediums. If any 
one of them be wanting, the Ideas arifing 
from the peculiar Operation of that Me- 
dium will be wanting alſo. Thus a Per- 
ſon born Blind, can have no juſt Idea of 
Light, and Colours, and their reſpective 
Differences: And ſo of the reſt. Hence 


Ul 


the Souls of Infants are not capable of 


ſuch Perceptions and Thought, as thoſe 
of the Adult; or, indeed, any Ideas at 
all for ſome Time, not from any Defect 

in 
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in the Nature or Eſſenſe of the Soul it. 


| ſelf, but from the unfitneſs of the Mes 


diums of ſuch Perception, or the Indiſ- 
poſition of the bodily Powers for. the 
Purpoſe; and hence it is that a Paralytic 
Stroke, or other extraordinary Affec- 


tion of the Brain, or medullary Sub- 
ſtance, will deprive the Soul of an Adult 


of the uſual Exerciſe of its Powers, and 
reduce the wiſeſt Man upon Earth to a 
State of mere Idiotiſm, in an inſtant. 
But even this does not demonſtrate that 
the Soul cannot think without the Body, 
when Gov pleaſes; or that it 1s / 


really hurt, wounded, or deprived of 


any of its own properly eſſential Powers. 


It only proves that while it is connected 


with the Body, it cannot ordinarily. ex- 
erciſe thoſe Powers, - whoſe Operations 
depend upon thoſe injured, mutilated, 


or otherwiſe unfit Organs of the Body, 


which are the appointed Mediums of its 


Operations, and which, while that con- 


tinues, are neceflary to them. The Soul 
itſelf, in thoſe Caſes is not deprived of 
any of its eſſential Properties, or Powers 
of 


* 3 2 
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of Intellect, any more than a Man by 
being bound Hands and Feet is deprived 
of thoſe Limbs themſelves; he is only 
deprived of the Uſe of them. 

One may, therefore, very eaſily con- 
ceive of the Poſſibility of the Souls? poſ- 
ſeſſing all its intellectual Powers, even 
when totally ſeparated from the Body, 
and that it may retain its original Ideas, 
and the Power of recollecting and arrang- 
ing them, and of receiving new Ideas; 
eſpecially if we ſuppoſe (as we may very 
philoſophically) that upon its ſeparation 
from this mortal Syſtem of Fleſh and 
Blood, it may be united to ſome ethe- 
real Vehicle, or refined Syſtem of Mat- 
ter, and act by the Medium of its more 
ſubtile and better adapted Organs, and ſo 
be enabled to converſe with the moſt 
ſpiritual Objects, and exiſt in a far no- 
bler and more delightful Manner than be- 


fore. Thus it does not appear, that be- 


cauſe the Body dies, and becomes a mere 


ſenſeleſs Carcaſs, therefore the Soul muſt 


neceſſarily and inevitably die with it, or 
become totally unconſcious, even ſup- 
Vol. II. G ; poling 


96 ON A SEPARATE STATE. 

in the Nature or Eſſenſe of the Soul it- 
ſelf, but from the unfitneſs of the Me. 
diums of ſuch Perception, or the Indiſ- 
_ poſition of the bodily Powers for the 


Purpoſe; and hence it is that a Paralytic, 


Stroke, or other extraordinary Affec- 
tion of the Brain, or medullary Sub- 
ſtance, will deprive the Soul of an Adult 
of the uſual Exerciſe of its Powers, and 
reduce the wiſeſt Man upon Earth to a 
State of mere Idiotiſm, in an inſtant. 


But even this does not demonſtrate that 


the Soul cannot think without the Body, 
when Gov pleaſes; or that it is elf 


really hurt, wounded, or deprived of 


any of its own properly eſſential Powers. 
It only proves that while it is connected 
with the Body, it cannot ordinarily ex- 
erciſe thoſe Powers, whoſe Operations 
depend upon thoſe injured, mutilated, 
or otherwiſe unfit Organs of the Body, 
which are the appointed Mediums of its 


Operations, and which, while that con- 


tinues, are neceflary to them. The Soul 
itſelf, in thoſe Caſes is not deprived of 
any of its eſſential Properties, or Powers 


of 
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of Intelle&, any more than a Man by 
being bound Hands and Feet is deprived 
of thoſe Limbs themſelves z he is only 
deprived of the Uſe of them. 

One may, therefore, very eaſily con- 
ceive of the Poſſibility of the Souls' poſ- 
ſeſſing all its intellectual Powers, even 
when totally ſeparated from the Body, 
and that it may retain its original Ideas, 
and the Power of recollecting and arrang- 
ing them, and of receiving new Ideas; 
eſpecially if we ſuppoſe (as we may very 
philoſophically) that upon its ſeparation 


from this mortal Syſtem of Fleſh and 


Blood, it may be united to ſome ethe- 
real Vehicle, or refined Syſtem of Mat- 
ter, and act by the Medium of its more 
ſubtile and better adapted Organs, and ſo 
be enabled to converſe with the moſt 
ſpiritual Objects, and exiſt in a far no- 
bler and more delightful Manner than be- 


fore. Thus it does not appear, that be- 


cauſe the Body dies, and becomes a mere 


. ſenſeleſs Carcaſs, therefore the Soul muſt 

neceſſarily and inevitably die with it, or 

become totally unconſcious, even ſup- 
Vor. II. G : poling 
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poſing it material. We ſee, in innume- 
rable Inſtances, that different kinds of 
Matter, though intimately united, may 


be ſeparated, one from the other, and yet to 
retain their ſeveral peculiar Properties. Se 
Though the Body be the appointed In- ſhc 
ſtrument of the Soul's Operations in its bt) 
preſent State of Exiſtence, it by no WW 
Means follows, that the Soul cannot poſe fin 

_ fibly act without this Inſtrument ; or that 25 

it cannot uſe and enjoy its intellectual li 
Powers ſome other Way, or by ſome In 

: other Medium : Such a Concluſion would pl 


be a ſtrange and unwarrantable limiting 
the Operations of Omnipotence. Tho 
the Laws of Union between Soul and 
Body, peculiar to the preſent State, 
ceaſe at death, there may be other Laws, 
vhich the Soul may be appointed to act 
under, after Death. — The Power that 
could make it think in ſuch a Body 
as the preſent, could enable it to do 
ſo in any other. We find by Expe- 
Tience, or Obſervation, that the Soul 
can think without Hands, and Feet, and 
Eyes, why not then without other Or- 

gans 
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| gans, Or even the Body itſelf. See Dr. 


Butler's Analogy. 

I don't pretend, by theſe Reaſonings, 
to demonſtrate undeniably the Truth of the 
Sentiments I ampleading for; but only to 
ſhew the Pgſſibility and even the Probabi- 


lity of it. We know ſo little of the Na- 
ture of the human Soul, or even of the 
finer Parts of our Bodies, their Powers, 


and Modes of Operation, that Probabi- 
lity is the utmoſt we can attain to in our 


Inquiries about them, upon the Princi- 


ples of Reaſon only. 
But, if we ſhould find the Language 


of the ſacred Writings agree with the 


Idea I have ſuggeſted ; if we ſhould find 
there that the Sou and the Body are 
ſpoken of as two diſtin& independent 
Principles, of quite different Natures, 


though conjoined for a Time by the Will 
of Gov, to Anſwer particular Ends in 
the CEconemy of his Providence; and 


that he has deſigned the Soul to exiſt 
ſeparate from the Body, and not to die 
or ſleep with it, we ſhall then have 

G2 certain 
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certain and full Demonſtration of the 
Point contended for. Let us hear then 
what the Oracles of Infallibility ſay upon 
this Part of our Subject. But before J 
proceed to particular 'Texts, I would ob- 


ſerve by the Way—that whatever the hu- 


man Soul may be, there muſt be ſuch 
Subſtances as Spirits,, and that they are 
poſſeſſed of ſuch Powers and Properties 
as are not conceivable of proper Matter 
or Body. Gop himſelf is certainly an 


immaterial Being, or pure Mind or Spi- 


RI r.“ And why may it not be ſuppoſed 


that he would, as he undoubtedly could, 


produce other immaterial Subſtances or 
Spirits? 


* Some, indeed, aſſert, that « Gor: is the only 
4 Spirit, and conſequently deny that Angels are 


« Spirits.” Gop may be the only ab/o/ute Spirit, 


whole Nature is entirely independent n Matter; 


all other Spirits, even Angels, being, perhaps, in 
ſome Degree dependent on it; for they have been 
ſeen, Gop never. But they may, for all this, be 
poſſeſſed of a Spiritual Nature, very different from 
Matter, 1 | 
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n Spirits? The Angels are ſaid to be Spirits, - 
n and ſpoken of as poſſeſſing Powers very 
I different from any Thing known of bo- 
* dily Subſtances; though when they ap- 
1 peared in our World, as they frequently 


h did, they aſſumed ſome material viſible 
e Form. And if there be ſuch created 
8 Subſtances whoſe Nature is properly Spi- 


ritual, in Contradiſtinction to material, 
why may not the Souls of Men be ſuch 
ſpiritual Subſtances? The Scriptures, 
however, ſay that Gop is a Spirit ; and 
the ſame Word 1s uſed to denote Angels 
and the Souls of Men. And they plain- 
ly point out two very different kinds 
of Subſtances, or Principles in the hu- 
man Nature. Job. iv. 19. £Eliphaz 
ſpeaks of the Soul as diſtinct from the 
Body, as the Inhabitant is from his 
dwelling. Job. xxxii. 8. Elibu ſays; but 
there is a Spirit in Man, and the Inſpira- 
tim of the Almighty giveth him Under- 
landing. Where it is evident the Spirit 
in Man, is not conſidered as mere vital 
Breath, but as an intelligent Power, or 


G3 intellectual 
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intellectual Capacity of quite another 
Nature.“ 

Mat. x. 28. Our Lord ſpeaks of killing 
the Body, and not the Soul; which ſhews 
very clearly, that he conſidered the Soul 
and Body as two diſtinct independent 


Principles, as to their vital Powers and 


Modes of Exiſtence. At leaſt this is the 


 oBv1ovs Senſe of the Text. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 


What Man knoweth the Things of a Man, 
ſave the Spirit of Man which is in him? 
Where the Apoſtle evidently teaches us 
to conceive of the human Soul as an 


intelligent ſpiritual Subſtance, diſtinct 


from the Body, or outward Man. 2 Cor. 
xii. 3. The Apoſtle ſays, that whether 
he Twas in the Body or out of the Body, he 
could not tell, where he evidently ſup- 
poles the Soul and Body to be two dif- 
tinct independent Principles, and that 


the Soul could exiſt, think, &c. without 


the Tour 

1. Theſ. v. 23. The Apoſtle prays 
that the Theſſalonians might be ſanctiſied 
* See alſo Dan, vi vii. 1 5. Luke, xvilii. 5 5. ' ch. xxiv. 3, Jo 


20e, 
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wholly, and their Spirit, Soul, and Body pre- 


ſerved, &c. Where he repreſents Man 
4s conſiſting of three conſtituent * Parts, 


or 


* 1 Cor. xv. 44, &c. \oyizov is ſet in Oppoſition 
to Tvevpualixov, i. e. The animal or ſenſitive Soul, 
to the rational Spirit, or Mind. And by 0wpa 
grevjuclixovy is meant a Body no longer merely ani- 
mal, or adapted to the Purpoſes of the ſenſitive Life, 
but to thoſe of the ſpiritual and divine Life, like the 
Soul itſelf, The Notion of Man's conſiſting of 
three Parts, is very antient; it was the Doctrine of 
Pythagoras, Plato, Homer, &c, amongſt the Hea- 


thens ; and of Clement, Origen, and others amongſt 


the Chriſtians. Mr. Pope, in his Note, II. xxiii. 
v. 92, 124, ſays, that Homer followed the Philo- 
ſophy of the Egyptians, which ſuppoſes Man com- 
pounded of three Parts, viz. an intelligent Mind; a 
Vehicle for that Mind; and the Body. The Mind they 
called Penv, ſometimes dg, Teva, YIwpmny von, 
1. e. Mens, Spiritus, Intellectus. The Vehicle they call- 
ed £:0wAov, Image, or Soul; the groſs Body ©Wp%s 
The Soul or Image, in which the Mind was lodged, 
they ſuppoſed to reſemble exactly the Body, in Shape, 


Magnitude, Features, &. This it was that ap- 


peared to Achilles as his Friend Patroclus. In this 


au, Soul or Image, the Mind was ſuppoſed to 


G 4 a reſide 


4 — - n 9 —— ” 9 — . 1 * DO 
— 5 — — — — — — — — , — 
J ²⁰¹· w ] t , / red m e Fig EIS 
r . at e Dre P r 3 * | N 
ee eee * - TN OL ET ITED: LIC —= SS - " 


104 ON A SEPARATE STATE. 


or Principles. By the Trvpe or Spirit 
here we may underſtand the rational 
Intelle& or Mind; by the vx» or Sout 
the mere animal Life, or vital Mediums 
of Senſation, and by the ovue the Boch,, 
or external Machine or Frame of Fleſh, 
and Blood, and Bones, &c. The yn, 
the animal Soul or Life, being a mere 
Quality or ny” of the Body, no 
Doubt 


refide at the Death of the Body; though afterwards 
it might be ſeparated from it ; ſo that they thought 
the Mind, or rational Spirit, might be in Heaven, 
while the edo, the Soul or Image, might be in 
Hell, and the Body lodged in the Tomb, or burnt to 
Aſhes. Pope s Odyf. 1. xi. v. 743. 

Thus upon the Whole it appears, that Philoſo- 
phers, Apoſtles, and Fathers of the Church, all 
agree, that Man conſiſteth of three Parts — a Body, 
or Syſtem of Fleſh and Blood, &c.— an animal Soul, 
or Life; and a rational Spirit, or Mind: That the 
animal Soul or Life, is extinct or loſt entirely when 
the Body becomes a Carcaſs; and that the rational 
Spirit ſurvives, or lives in conſcious Exiſtence z 
thinks, reaſons, &c. with greater Vigor and Free- 
dom than ever. This ſeems to be true Philoſophy, 


and true Chriſtianity alſo, See Dr, Whithy on 
1 Theſ. v. 230 
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Doubt vaniſhes, or ceaſes to exiſt, when 
the Body dies; but it by no Means 
follows, that the mrvue or Mind, the 
rational IntelleQ dies alſo, or vaniſhes 
in the ſame Manner; or, that it may not 
ſtill remain, as a vital Principle of ano- 
ther Kind, in conſcious Exiſtence. 

Pſal. xix. 7. It is ſaid, that the Law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the Soul, 
What! converting the mere bodily Life? 
No, but the rational Spirit or Mind, for 
that only is properly capable of that 
moral Light and Feeling implied in Con- 
verſion. It may be objected, that here 
the Word Sou! means the Perſon; ſup- 
poſe ſo, yet that which is capable of 
Converſion in a moral Senſe, in any 
Perſon, muſt be the Mind or Intellect. 

Thus from the Whole it appears to 
me, with very ſufficient Evidence, that 
our mere corporeal Frame is one Thing 
the Life kindled in it by the vital Air, 
and which renders the Powers of the 
Body fit Mediums of Senſation and 
Thought, another; and the Mind, or 
rational Intellect, which actually thinks, 

reaſons, 
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reaſons, &c. another; very different 
from, and infinitely ſuperior to both the 
former; for certainly the Power of Vo- 
lition, and Self- determination, which 
guides and directs all the reſt to ſome 
End, muſt be ſomething far more excel- 
lent than they. This Idea is agreeable 
both to Reaſon and Scripture: In ſhort, 
the Sacred Writings ſay ſo much about 
the Fleſb and the Spirit, the Body and 
the Soul, and this in ſuch a Way, as na- 
turally leads us to conceive of them as 
Principles very eſſentially and widely 
different; or as Subjects poſſeſſing very 
different and very diſtinct Properties 
and Powers. The Body of Man, with 
all its various Appendages, would be, 
though active, but a mere Vegetable, 
without Senſe or Feeling, much more 
without Thought, were it not for that 
ſpiritual Subſtance, the rational Intellect 
or Mind which preſides in it. And we 
might as well talk of Plants and Flowers 
having Ideas as a Man, were it not for 
the Mind. 

It may be aſked here, © in what Light 
dt, . then 
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ce then are we to conſider the Brutes !— 


« 'They have Senſations, can ſee, hear, 
ce feel, &c. have they Minds, or Spirits 
& alſo?” * Doubtleſs; they could not 
elſe poſſeſs ſuch Powers or Capacities of 
Senſation, much leſs know, receive 


Ideas, perceive a Difference between 


one Object and another; and be even 
capable of debating, doubting, chuſing, 
and refuſing, &c.; upon Deliberation, 
as we certainly find they are. None of 
theſe Things can be fairly ſuppoſed the 
Reſult or Effects of their bodily Powers. 

And 


* Tt is enough for my preſent Purpoſe to keep to 
the more common twofold Diſtinction of Sou and 
Body; including in the latter the animal Soul or 
Life, and meaning by the former the rational Spirit 
or Mind. The Body and its Life is produced in the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature, by natural Mediums. 
The Intelle& or Mind is the more immediate Work 
of God, the great Father of Spirits, together with 


its moral Capacity and Feelings. The Body is the 


Seat and Source of Sin The Soul the Seat of 


Righteouſneſs; in Man's fallen State, and 'till re- 
newed by the Grace of Gop, the former prevails 
and governs the Man, and marks his Character. 


203 ON A SEPARATE STATE. 

And if we call thoſe Operations Thinl- 
ing in ourſelves, why not in them alſo ? 
Accordingly we read of the Spirit of 
a Beaſt as well as of a Man; and that 
Gop is he God of the Spirits of all Fleſh* 
In ſhort, they appear to be poſſeſſed of a 
lower Degree of Rationality, or a Capa- 
city of forming Ideas; and of uniting; 
comparing, ſeparating, and drawing In- 
ferences from them, with ſurpriſing Sa- 
gacity and Readineſs; ſo that the Man 
and the Brute, taking one of the loweſt 
Capacity amongſt the former, and one of 
the higheſt amongſt the latter, approach 
very near to each other. The Brutes 
can love, hate, fear; can be ſubmiſſive, 
patient, grateful, &c. as well as Man. 
The main Difference between them, 
taken in general, lies in this — Man is 
placed by his Maker in an higher Sphere 
of Action and Enjoyment; and is en- 
dued, accordingly, with a more elevated 
and enlarged Intellect than the other; 


Eceleſ. iii. 21. Numb. xvi, 23. Sec Eſſay iii. 
Let. i. P · 101. ä | 


and 
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and ſuch as is capable of moral and 
religious Ideas; of the Knowledge of the 
DzrTY, and his Perfections; of poſ- 
ſeſſing his moral Likeneſs, and of enjoy- 
ing his Favour and Friendſhip; of all 
which the Brutes ſeem totally incapable. 
This. moral and religious Capacity, is, 
therefore, the diſtinguiſhing Charac- 
teriſtic of our Nature; and, when pro- 
perly improved and applied, is our. 
| higheſt Glory; but if abuſed by being 
employed in Rebellion againſt Gov, our 
greateſt Diſgrace. We do not, there- 
fore, as ſome might be diſpoſed to ob- 
ject, pay too great a Compliment to the 
Brute Creation, and degrade the human 
Nature by ſetting it upon a Level with 
theirs : The Superiority is infinitely on 
dur Side, if we are not wanting to ours 
felves; though by Impiety and Wicked- 
neſs we may fink ourſelves e N 
below them. 
But, fuppoſing the Soul of Man to be 

a vital Principle diſtinct from the Body, 
and not a mere Quality of it, as there is 
Reaſon to believe, yet whether it ac- 
tually 


110 ON A SEPARATE STATE, 


tually continues to exiſt, after the Body 
is dead, and to poſſeſs its peculiar 
Powers and Properties in a ſeparate 
State, is the Queſtion ? To decide this 
| Queſtion, our philoſophical Reaſon- » 
ings, and metaphyſical Diſquiſitions, 
will go but a very little Way at the 
beſt; the Light of Divine Revelation 
only is ſufficient for this Purpoſe — 
| Probability 18 all that we can arrive at 
without it. And even with this Light 
we, who ſincerely believe in it, and 
make the beſt Uſe of it we can, 
are not all of the ſame Mind. If we 
would arrive at a rational Certainty 
we muſt ſtudy the Scriptures without 
Prejudice, take them in their plain, 
| fimple, common-ſenſe Meaning, and 
with the pure Love of Truth, ſeek the 
gracious Help of the Spirit of Truth, 
to guide our Inquiries. But that we 
may go fully into the e we will 
conſider, 


— CINE 
—̃ññ — 
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II. The Nature of Death and the 
Reſurrection, or what is to be un- 
derſtood 
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derſtood by thoſe Words in the Scrip- 
treg— 


' Firſt, Of Death. 


The Word Death, in the Sacred Wri- 
tings, moſt commonly means the De- 
privation of Life, and particularly that of 
the Body, and its Return to its original 
Duſt. And as this Death is the Conſe- 
quence of Sin, fo every Token of the 
Divine Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, the Loſs 
of any of the Comforts of Life, every 
Pain and Sorrow we feel, natural and 

moral, every Inſtance of Separation 
from the Divine Favour, is called 
Death; and, when they extend to the 
future World, the ſecond Death, which 
means the moſt terrible and complete 
Ruin, though too generally little re- 
garded by Mankind. But theſe are ra- 
ther particular and figurative Senſes of 
the Word; the proper general Senſe is, 
the Deſtruction of Life, particularly 
now, the Life of the Body; but whether 
that of the Soul alſo, is the Queſtion 

which 
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which the Bible muſt decide. —lIt ig th: 
pretty clear from that Book, that the co 
Death threatened under the firſt Diſpen- mi 
' ſation Man was under, and which would co 
have taken Place, in Reſpect of our; th 
ſirſt Parents immediately upon their 8e 
Tranſgreſſion, had they not been brought in 
under a Diſpenſation of Mercy, would tu 
have been the entire and everlaſting De- 20 
ſtruction of both Soul and Body; . i. e. of - 1 
their whole Nature. This ſeems to be ſug- th 
geſted in the Threatening—in the Day th 
that thou eateft thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die.“ to 
In the Hebrew Text it is literally, in I 
dying thou fhalt die, 1. e. die totally, be Pe 
deprived of the M pole of the Life I have T 
given thee, For certainly the Death te 
threatened, muſt ſtand in full Op- [ 
poſition to the Life poſſeſſed; and, it 
therefore, muſt mean the entire De- L 
ſtruction of the whole Man. Our firſt tl 
Parents themſelves could not ( with- .. H 
out a ſpecial Revelation, which it no bj 
where appears they had) have formed c 


any other Idea of Death—They felt 


Cen. Ii. 17. 


themſelves 


* — 
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themſelves living Beings, poſſeſſed of 
conſcious Exiſtence and many Enjoy- 
ments ſuited to it; and would naturally 


conſider dying as a total Deprivation of 


that Exiſtence, And, indeed, in this 
Senſe the bleſſed Gov himſelf ſeems to 
interpret the Expreſſion.“ Till thou re- 
turn unto the Ground from whence thou 
avert taken; for Duſt thou art, and unto 
Duſt thou ſhalt return. That is, be as 
though thou hadſt never been. And 
thus we read in Job.+— Al! Fleſh periſh 
together, and Man ſhall again return to 
D. Where returning to Duſt, and 
periſhing, evidently mean the ſame 
Thing. It is true, the royal Preacher 
tells us, that while the Body returns to 
Duft, the Spirit returns to Gop that gave 
itz which ſeems to imply its ſeparate 
Exiſtence, but we cannot infer it from 
this Text alone, it may only mean re- 
turning to its former State of Non-ex- 
iſtence: If it means a ſeparate State of 
conſcious Exiſtence, it muſt be conſidered 


* Gen. iii. g. + Chap. xxiv. 15. || Eceleſ. xii. 7. 
Vor. II. o 3 28 
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as ſpeaking the Language of the ſecond 
or preſent Diſpenſation given to Man, 
where the Nature of Death is greatly 
altered, and means the DeſtruCtion of 
the bodily Senſations only, and not that 
of the whole Man, which was intended 
in the Denunciation againſt our firſt 

Parents. 
This Idea of the Death firſt threatened 
3s farther confirmed by what the Apoſtle 
ſays in the fifteenth Chapter of his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, where he 
ſfays—1f CarIsT be not riſen, then they 
who are fallen aſleep in Chrift are periſhed 
q. d.—* If Chrift be not riſen there is 
© no Truth in the Chriſtian Religion, 
& which promiſes Life after Death; 
© but even they who have believed in 
© him, as well as the reſt of Man- 
„ kind, who are dead, are utterly loſt 
© to all ſenſible Exiſtence. For, if 
© Curtsr be not the Life of Men, 
< there is no Life for them after the 
F preſent Life, but "Ny all periſh 

© tor ever. 
It will be nad, . ce that the 
i. © Souls 


uls 
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« Souls of our firſt Parents were in- 
« tended to ſurvive their Bodies, in 
« order to their further Puniſhment; 
« and that for ever.” 'This ſeems, indeed 


vo be the common Opinion; but why 


is it ſo? What Ground is there for it in 
Reaſon or Scripture ? Certainly none at 
all, Though Diſobedience to the Goſpel - 
Diſpenſation of Mercy, which includes 
the aggravated Guilt of deſpiſing the Son 
of God in the Character of a Redeemer, 
might very ſuſtly be puniſhed with Miſery 
after Death in another World; yet it is 
not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the one 

ſugle AF of Diſobedience in the Cir- 
cumſtances in which our firſt Parents 
were placed, ſhould be ſo puniſhed; it 
does not appear in the Threatening, nor 
is there any Thing in the Hiſtory to 
lead us to conclude, with any Degree of 


| Probability, that they ſo underſtood it : 


Not the leaſt Hint that they ſhould exiſt 
at all, much leſs that they ſhould exiſt | 
in eternal Miſery, as the Deſert of their 
Crime. Eternal Miſery is figurative 
Death, not Jiteral; for, in a literal 

5 HK Senſe, 


116 ON A SEPARATE STATE, 
Senſe, Life, that is, ſenſible Exiſtence, 
is ſtill continued. But our firſt Parents 
do not ſeem to have been led into thi; 
Diſtinction; and would naturally take 
Death in its literal Senſe. 1 
The Apoſtle alſo tells us, that Cur 
hath ABOLISsEED DEATH, and brought 
Life and Immortality to Light by th 
Goſpel. But what Death hath he abo- 
liſned? Not the temporary Death of the 
Body, for that till takes Place; not the 
Puniſhment of the impenitently wicked 
in the future World, for that is ſtil 
intended to be inflicted on them; 
what Death then? Certainly that of 
the total Deſtruction, or Annihilation 
of the whole Man, with which our firll 
Parents were threatened, and which, 
but for his merciful Interpoſition, mul 
have taken Place. It is true, he wil 
aboliſh even the literal Death of the 
Body at the laſt Day; for it is ſaid, the 
tat Enemy that fhall be deflroyed is Drall. 
But he hath not done this yet, To ſay, j 
that hath in the paſt Tenfe, ſignifi 
only the Certginty of the future, as Þ 
| ſometime; 
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ſometimes the Caſe, is having Recourſe 
to a figurative and ftrained Senſe, when 
a plain, eaſy, and natural one is before 
us, which is contrary to the Rules of 
juſt Interpretation, and therefore ſhould 
not be allowed, The Apoſtle then muſt 


| be underſtood as. ſpeaking of what 


Car1sT has already done; and that can 
be nothing elſe than his aboliſhing the 
Death threatened our firſt Parents un- 
der the firſt Diſpenſation; that is, the 
total Deſtruction of their whole Per- 
ſons. And that, therefore, now, un- 
der the preſent Diſpenſation, of which 
CurisT is the Head, Man doth not ut- 
terly periſh, nor does his Soul ſuffer 
even a temporary Death, but paſſeth 
into a new State and Manner of Ex- 
iſtence, upon the Death of the Body; 
and the Body itſelf ſhall at laſt be deli- 
vered from the Power of the Grave. 
Thus our Loxp Jzsus ChRisr hath, in- 
deed, aboliſhed Death, in Reſpect of our 
irſt Parents themſelves, and all their 
Poſterity, by taking them under his Pro- 
tection and Government, as the Head 
5 H 3 of 


\ 
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of the new Covenant or Diſpenſation of 


Mercy; though ſtill, for the Diſplay of 


his Juſtice, for humbling the Pride of 


Man, the keeping up a conſtant Evi. 
dence of the Evil of Sin, and for thé 
teaching him the Excellency and Impor- 


| tance of the Goſpel Salvation, he con- 
tinues to afflict Mankind with Diſeaſe 


and Pain, and many Sorrows, and at 
laſt with a temporary Separation be- 


tween the Soul and the Body, reducing 


the latter to ſenſeleſs Duſt. —— Thus 
the cxrar Repeemer has aboliſhed 
Death in a very emphatical Senſe — For, 
though ſome Kind of Death is ſtill con- 


tinued, its Nature 1s entirely changed; | 
ſo that what mow remains under that 


Name, in this World, is but the mere 
Shadow, or faint Reſemblance of the 


former. Yet, it ſhould be obſerved, 


that notwithſtanding all this, if any of 
the Children of Men, whom he now 
eyery where calls to Repentance and 


Hope, by the Miniſtry of the new Diſ- 


penſation of Mercy, deſpiſe theſe Calls, 
and live and die in a State of impenitent 
Rebellion 
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| Rebellion againſt Gop, and negle& of 
his great Salvation, a much ſorer Pu- 


niſhment awaits them, even the Pains 
of the Worm that never dies, and of 


the Fire that is not quenched. Accord- 


ingly our Lord himſelf ſays, that now, 
whoſoever believeth not in him ſhall die in 
his fins, and be condemned to ſuffer the 
Miferies of the $xconD DeaTH, with the 
Devil and his Angels.* And it is but 

G4 reaſonable 


* John iii. 18. 36. Mat. xxv. 41. Rev. xx. IT, 
Suppoſing (not granting) that the Puniſhment of the 
Wicked in the future State ſhould not be ab/olxtely 
eternal —yet the Words everlaſting, for ever and ever, 
&c. which are uſed in the Sacred Writings reſpecting 
this awful Subject, muſt undoubtedly mean vzsry 
LoNG DURAT1ON; and cannot, therefore, be 
fairly underſtood of immediate Deſtruction, or Ex- 
tinction of Being on the Death of the Body. And 

Hf ſo, then it is plain, that the Nature of Death is 
changed under the Mediatorial Diſpenſation, even in 
ReſpeCt of the Wicked, into ſomething very different 
from that denounced againſt our firſt Parents, which, 


vpon my Hypotheſis, meant an utter and eternal 
Deſtruction at once te Exiſtence. If it 


be — that, according to my Suppoſition, « the 


Sentence 


— 
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reaſonable and juſt, that this Second 
Death ſhould be a much ſorer Puniſh. 
ment than the Firſt, becauſe under this 
ſecond Diſpenſation Men fin againſt far 


greater Goodneſs; even againſt redeem. ' 


ing Mercy; and violate Obligations to 
Obedience infinitely greater. 


Secondly. The RrsUu ATC TIOx. 


By the Word Reſurrection is meant a 
Riſing again, or a Reſtoration to a 
former, and often to a more perfect 
State of Exiſtence; and taken in its full 
and complete Senſe, as it is found in the 
Sacred Writings, it may include, 


1. The merciful Deliverance which 
the Divine Goodneſs wrought for Man- 


kind 


Sentence againſt our firſt Parents was never exe- 
4% cuted, as they were not annihilated ;” I anſwer, 
Though not in this Senſe executed, it was in ano- 
ther — They felt Pains and Sorrows, and, at laſty 


returned to Duſt as to their Bodies. The Kind, 


Manner, Degree of Death was changed, becauſe 


they were taken under a new Diſpenſation; but it 
was Death ſtill, 


k 
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kind in general immediately after the 
Fall of our firſt Parents. 

2. The more ſpecial and extracedinary 
Grace which is beſtowed upon all true 
Believers. | 

3. The Reſtoration of the Life of the 
Body to all Mankind at the laſt Day. 

1. The merciful Deliverance which 
the Divine Goodneſs wrought for our 
firſt Parents after their Fall, and in 
which we are ALL intereſted, may very. 
properly be called a ReſurreFion ; be- 
cauſe they were then raiſed from the 
Depths of Miſery, into. which they had 
plunged themſelves by their 'Franſgreſ-_ 
ſion, to the Enjoyment of many Tokens 
of the Divine Favour. This Word, 
therefore, in the Sacred Writings, ſome- 
times includes the whole Effect of the 
e of Cunlisr—as when he ſays, 

I am the Ręſurrection and the Life—and 
the Apoſtle means the ſame Thirig by 
the Phraſe, the Reſtitution of all Things, 
when the whole Buſineſs of that Medi- 
ation will be completed in Glory. 

A State of perfect Innocence, Piety, 

and 
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and Virtue, is a Sate of exalted Dignity 
and Happineſs; and ſuch was the ori- 
ginal State of Man :—When, therefore, 
by violating the Divine Law, he loſt his 
Innocence, brought upon himſelf the 
juſt Diſpleaſure of his Gov, and ſunk 
into a State of Guilt, Depravity, and 
Nearn, he might with the greateſt Pro- 
priety be ſaid to FALL.—On the other 
Hand, when brought under the new Diſ- 
penſation of Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 
and not only ſpared from the threatened 
Deſtruction, and continued in Exiſtence, 
but put into the actual Poſſeſſion of 
many other Pledges of the Divine Fa- 
vour, having a new and living Way of 
Communion with Gop opened to him, 


and the Hope, Pardon, and eternal Life 


fet before him, through the promiſed 
Redeemer ;—This amazing and impor- 
tant Change of his Condition may with 
equal Propriety be {tiled a RE8URREC- 
T10N : At muſt be, indeed, to the guilty 
afflicted Creature trembling in Expecta- 
tion of utter Deſtruction, as Life from the 
Dead.—And to the Mercies, Hopes, Pri- 
ban 85 vileges 
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vileges of this new Diſpenſation, Man- 
kind in general are raiſed: —That is, 
though fallen Creatures ſtill, compared 
with the original Condition of human 

Nature, yet not like the fallen Angels 
ſunk into a State of remedileſs Deſpair 
and Ruin;—are no longer under the firſt 
Diſpenſation as a Covenant or Medium 
of Life, but redeemed from the Death, 
or total Deſtruction there threatened, 
and brought under a new mediatorial 
Diſpenſation of Lifez and, therefore, 
all, more or leſs, made Partakers of its 
Grace, ſo that if they now, any of 
them, finally periſh, or ſink into endleſs 
Miſery at laſt, it muſt be becauſe they 
have deſtroyed themſelves, in wilful De- 
ſpite of the Meaſure of Grace beſtowed 
upon them. 

That Mankind are fo far univerſally 
redeemed, and brought under the new 
and gracious Diſpenſation of the Media- 
tor,* appears from the Knowledge they 
in 

* I am ſenſible that the Ideas of univerſal Re. 
anne and Grace, wk appear ſhocking to ſome 


honeſt 
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in general have of a Drirx, of his moral 
F and Government, and of the 
Obligations 


honeſt well-meaning Chriftians, who have been 
nurſed in a fond Reverence for umman Creed, and 
"Syſtems of Theelogy; and yet theie is ſcarcely any 
one Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, more clearly 
or fully revealed in the Bible; as they would find, 
3f they could be cool, lay aſide their Prejudices, 
ſuppoſe it ple that they may be miſtaken, and 
take the Words of that divine Book in their plain, 
fimple, unſtrained Meaning.—-T hey would find, that 

the Word Redemption does not always imply eternal 
Life and Salvation, as they generally imagine it does; 
that the Deliverance of the Children of Ifrael from 
the Egyptian Slavery, and many other temporal De- 
Hverances are expreſſed by that Word in the Bible. 
Kor is the Doctrine of univerſal Redemption incon- 
fiſtent with that of particular Election; for it by no 
Means neceſſarily follows, that becauſe ſome ſhall 
certainly be ſaved, therefore all the reſt of Mankind 
are left in the Condition of Devils, without Mercy, 
or the Means and Hope of Deliverance or that they 


fhould not be treated as moral Agents, under the 
moral Government of Gop, as they muſt be, if they 
are accountable to him for their Conduct. So the 
| Apoſtle teaches, Rom. ii. 48. Were there leſs of 
mere human Philoſophy, and metaphyſical Diſtine- 

tions 
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Obligations of Religion and Morality ;— 
ſrom the peculiar Pleaſure they find in 
conforming to them, and the Miſery 
they feel when they depart from them; 
from their Notions of a future State, 
and their Hopes and Fears relative to itz 
their Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, and the 
Want of a Saviouvs, &c. This is the 
Caſe where the Bible is known, though 
neglected; and it is in ſome Degree the 
| Caſe of even the Heathen World, a com- 
paratively very few Inſtances excepted, 
and even they poſſeſs a Capacity for this 
Kind of Knowledge. In ſhort, whatever 
there is of the Belief of a Gop and a 
future State of Retribution, or of the 
Appearance of Religion and Virtue, and 
their Influence againſt 'Temptations to 
Vice and Profancneſs, any where in the 
PE World, 


tions in our religious Syſtems, and we could be con- 
tent with the plain, ſimple Truth, as it lies in the 
Scriptures, much of that uncharitable Violence 
about our ſeveral Noſtrums, which ſo deeply wounds 
the humble Chriſtian's Heart, breaks the Peace of 
Chriſtian Societies, and does ſuch eſſential Injury to 
the Chriſtian Cauſe, would be prevented. 
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World, it muſt be owing to the Media- 
tion of Cnr1sT, and the Grace of that 
Diſpenſation of Mercy which we are 
now under, and of which he is the 
Head; — A Diſpenſation where there are 
many Duties, Privileges, Sanctions, en- 
tirely new, where a new Kind of Life 
is promiſed, and a new Kind of Death. 
threatened.“ 
Under this new Diſpenſation we do. 
rive from the jirſt Adam, a Body of 
Fleſh and Blood, with its animal Soul, 
or various Powers of a bodily and periſh- 
able Life; which the Apoſtle calls, (coupe 
o,? a natural Body.—But though 
_ Cartsr, the ſecond Adam, a rational and 
immortal Soul, endued with moral Light 
and Feeling. Hence the Apoſtle ſays, 
the Shirit, (i. e. the Soul of Man) 1, Life, 
becauſe of Righteouſneſe, i. e. the Media- 
tion of Jzsvs Caur19T;—for as the „ 
Adam was a living Soul, liable to Death, 
ſo CarisT, the ſecond Adam, is a quicken- 
ing Spirit, (u Cuomo) and will, at the 
laſt Day, even quicken the now mortal. 


Body, 
* See Eſſay iii. | 
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Body, make it (owe mural) a ſpiritual 
Boch,“ and endue it with Immortality 
| alſo: But the Soul, or rational Spirit, he 
endues with Immortality in the mean 
Time, viz. with a vital Principle of 
moral Senſibility, which ſhall laſt for 
ever; and which, if brought, by his far- 
ther Communications of Grace, (ready 
for all that ſeek them) to the fincere 
Love and Practice of that Repentance, 
Piety, and Virtue he requires, will be 
bleſſed with the Enjoyment of eternal 
Happineſs ; but which, if neglecteèd and 
abuſed by wilful Indulgence in Impiety 
and Vice, will be unutterably miſerable. 

Hence the Evangeliſt calls Cuzisr 
(v don) the Life, and ſays this Life was 
the Light of Men, and that he enlightens 
every Man coming into the World — That 
he takes away the Sin of the World—is 
a Propitiation for the Sins of the wHOLE 
WorLD,- And elſewhere we read, that 
he taſted Death for every Man, and com- 
mands all Men every where to repent ——— 
That he gave his Life a Ranſom for all; 
i | | and 

Rom. viii, 10, 1 Cor. xv. 44. 4. 
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and is the Saviour of ail Max, though 


eſpecially of them that believe.* Thus, in 
a Word, as Adam's Sin brought natural 


Death upon all Men, ſo the Obedience 


ok CHRIST hath brought not only na-, 


tural, but a moral and ever during Li ife 
upon all Men; a Life of unſpeakable 


Happineſs on all true penitent Believers; 


and a Life of Miſery, on all that live 


and die in their Sins. ee we may 
obſerve; 


1 That Mankind do not ſuffer eternal 


Miſery, which is properly the ſecond 
Death, on the Account of Adam's fin; 


but entirely on Account of their own 
wilful Rebellion, Impenitence, and Un- 


belief; or Diſobedience to the gracious 
Diſpenſation they are now under. Ac- 
| cordingly 


This ſhews that though Curisr died for all; 
yet all have not equally the ſame Benefit from his 
Death; for even amongſt thoſe who are ſaved, there 
are different Degrees both of Grace and Glory; as 
one Star differeth from another: but ſo died for 


all, that the final Ruin of any ſhould be of them- 
ſelves entirely. | 
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cordingly we read; that now, vheſaever 
believeth, i. e. with a true penitential 
Faith, ſball be ſaved; and that whoſoever 
believeth not ſhall be damned : Not becauſe. 
he is deſcended from Adam, but, as it 


is expreſlly declared, becauſe he has not 


believed on the only begotten Son of God ; or 
followed ſincerely the Light of that Dif: 
penſation he was under. 


2. Hence it follows, that 18 ; 
dying before they have ſinned in their 


own Perſons, do not periſh in any 
Senſe ;—they are not annibilated, be- 
cauſe they are xedeemed from the Diſ- 
penſation which threatened that Kind 


of Death, by the precious Blood of 


Cnxisr, and are born under the graci- 
ous Diſpenſation of the Goſpe/, in which 
Life and Immortality are braught to Light . 
They are not liable to the Miſeries of 
the ſecond Death, threatened in this Diſ- 
penſation, becauſe they have not ſinned 
_ againſt it; but, thrgugh Cuisr, entitled 


to the Salvation promiſed in it. To ſup- 
poſe, as forme have done, that none dy- 


ing in Infancy, are happy in the future 


Vor. II. 7 I: World, 
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World, but the Children of believing tl 
Parents; and that all the reſt are con- n 
ſigned to never ending Torments, even I: 
though they never did, nor could, of- 1 
fend Gob, has fomething in it fo horri- , p 
bly ſhocking, and ſo contrary to what V 
the ſacred Scriptures ſay of the Juſtice þ 
and Goodneſs of the Divine Being, and I 
reflect ſuch Diſhonour upon his moral 
Government, that a Man muſt be abſo- 
lutely infatuated with ſyſtematic Theo- 
logy, before he could poſhbly entertain 
fuch an Idea, and make it an Article of 
his Creed. To do ſo, would be to ſet 
the FATrHER Or Mrrcits upon a Level 
with that deſtable Spirit, the Father if 
Miſery; and to utter ſuch a Doctrine be 
downright Blaſphemy. Bleſſed be God 
there is not the Shadow of any ſuch _ 
Doctrine in the Bible—There we are 
told, of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
and that our God delights in ſhewing Mer- 
cy, and is plenteous in Redeniption. 
3. Hence it appears alſo, That in every 
Nation, every one that feareth Gov, and 
worketh e, is accepted of him, 
| | through 


ST WY. 


, 
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through the great Mediator, though they 


may have never heard of him particu- 
larly (as was the Caſe of Cornelius, the 


Roman Centurion, before the Apoſtle 


preached CHRIST to him) though 


where he has particularly manifeſted 


himſelf, he expects a ſuitable Regard. 
For, we ſhould remember, | 
4. There is no Diſcovery of Grace or 
Mercy from God to Man but through. 
this Mediator, nor does any Man find 


Pardon and Acceptance with God, but 
in this new and living Way, though the 


particular Character of the Mediator 
may not be made known to him as it is 


to us. Millions, I doubt not, are and 


will be eternally happy in the heavenly 


World, and rejoice there in the Grace 
of the RepvzEtMER, who never heard of 


his Name upon Earth.—So that all who 

are ſaved, are ſaved through him, whe 

is the Reſurrefion and the Life. 
2. The next Degree in this Reſurree- 


tion Jam ſpeaking of, lies in the Effet 


of the Special Grace beſtowed upon all 
ſuch as are finally ſaved, by which they 
A Axe 
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are renewed in the Spirit of their Minds, 
and raiſed from a Death in Sin to a New 
and Divine Life of Holineſs, and the En- 
joyment of its concomitant Bleflings, 
Mankind, notwithſtanding their Mea- 
fure of common Grace, or moral Light 
and Feeling, are, while diſobedient to it, 
ftifl, in a comparative Senſe, and as to 
their true and eternal Happineſs, dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins ; but, when deli- 
vered from this Condition, by the more 
abundant Grace of Gov, are faid to be 
quickened together with Chrift, and made to 
ſit together with him in heavenly Places, 
to be riſen with Cnkisr, and planted tage- 
ther into the Likeneſs of his Reſurrefion.* 
Enis being (wiwups Wor) a quickening 
Spirit, is the Head or Source of all vital 
Influence to us; a Power is given to 
him, and he is the Life of Men in ge- 
neral, whatever Life they poſſeſs, whe- 
ther natural, moral, of ſpiritual; but he 
is ſtill more eminently ſo in Reſpect of 
all who are finally ſaved. He raiſes 
them far above the reſt of the World, 
| | N 
rh. il. 1=5, Col. iii. 1. Rom. vi. 4. 1 Pet. i. 3. 
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to a Life more ſublime, ſpiritual, holy, 
and that ſhall laſt for ever; a Life that 
even the Power of Death cannot take 
from them; for he himſelf ſays, they 
ſhall never die, but have everlaſting Life ; 
they are united to him as their living 
Head, and becauſe he lives, they ſhall 
hve alſo; live where he lives, and behold 
his Glory. This, therefore, is a noble 
and very important Part of the Refur- 
rection, or Reſtitution, which CurisT 
came into the World to effect by his 
Mediation; and ſtrongly implies, that 
the Soul which is poſſeſſed of this divine 
Life in CugisT, and united to him, Calle 
et die with the Body. 

3. The Reftoration of the Body, from 
the State of natural Death to a new Life, 
is alſo a Part of the Meaning of the 
Word Re/urreFion, and which with its 
concomitant Circumſtances, crowns, ox 
completes, the Whole. 

That there will be a Reſurrection eyen 
of the ame Body that dies, as to all its 
my identical Principles, is very 

13 clearly 


1 Ichn zi. a6. en. Mi. 36. ch. au. 24+ ch aiv. 19. 
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cleafly the Doctrine of the Scriptures. 
CRHRISsT himſelf, who is the i Fruit 
of this Reſurrection, roſe to Life in the 


ſame Body that was crucified; and the 


Apoſtle ſays, he ſhall faſhion our wile 
Body like unto his glorious Body : That, 


what is ſown a natural Body, is raiſed a 
ſpiritual Body; and that his Mortal ſhall 
put on Immortality.“ Accordingly he il- 


luſtrates the Truth of the Doctrine by a 
Seed ſown, which riſes a Body of the 
ſame ſpecific Nature and Properties, whe- 
ther of Wheat, or any other Grain; 
and, indeed, were not this the Caſe, it 
could not be properly called a Reſurrec- 


tion, but rather a new Creation. Nor is 


there any Thing unphiloſophical in this 
| Notion; for, however a Body may be 
diſſolved into the minuteſt Atoms, and 
ſcattered ten thouſand Ways, the Power 
of Gov is able to collect them all; or, 


out of one ſingle Atom, to produce a 


Body eſſentially the ſame, as in every 
Atom the Principle of that Sameneſs may 
remain. Our Reſurrection Body will, 


indeed, | 


* Phil iii, 21. 1 Con. x 2 44 455 50. | 
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indeed, be amazingly changed from a 
natural to a ſpiritual Body ; yet the ſame ; 
as was the Body of Curisr at his 
Transfiguration, and after his Reſur- 
rection. It cannot be ſuch a Syſtem of 
Fleſh and Blood and Bones as now, for 
Fle efh and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom 
of God but ſuch a Body as will be 
adapted to the ſpiritual State to which 
it is raiſed, whether of Happineſs or 
Miſery.“ 

But ſtill it ſhould be remembered that 
though the Reſurrection of the Body 
from a State of Death to Life, be the 
moſt common Idea ſuggeſted by that 
Word in the Sacred Writings, it is far 
from being the Whole of its Meaning 
—— The raiſing Mankind in general 

from the Ruins of the Fall, to a new 
State of Probation, and to new Powers 

and Privileges of Exiſtence; and the 
- Quickening of all true Believers, with a 
new ſpiritual and divine Life, that ſhall 
laſt for ever is alſo included 1 in it; and, 


14 therefore, 
* See the Appendix, 
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therefore, the Soul, which is the more 
immediate Subject of this Life, cannot 


die with the Body, but muſt continue in 


conſcious Exiſtence. 


3 may be objected here, that though 
« jt be granted that the Souls of the 


e truly Pious live, after their Bodies are 
ce dead, in an intermediate State, be- 
& cauſe Cur1sT liveth in them, and pro- 
« miſes they ſhall not die; yet this will 
& not prove that the Souls of the Wicked, 
& who have no ſuch Principle in them, 
© or are not ſo united to Chriſt, 
ce ſhall ſurvive their Bodies alſo.” To 
this it may be replied; lf we can 
prove that the Souls of the truly good 
ſurvive their Bodies in an happy State, 
it will be Matter of great Conſolation to 
them in their dying Moments, whatever 
becomes of the Wicked ; but we have 
ſufficient Evidence, that even the Souls 
of the Wicked ſurvive their Bodies at 
Death, and exiſt with conſcious Sen- 
ſibility. For 


Tt en, from what has been aid 
about 
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abont the Nature of Death, and the Re- 
ſurreFion, and the Relation we ſtand 
in to Adam, and to the Lord Js vs 
Cunrsr, as the different Heads of Man- 
kind, —That. the latter is h Light that 
enlightens every Man; the Reſurrection 
and the Life in every Senſe of the 
Words; and that even the Wicked re- 
ceive from him a Soul not ſubje& to a 
natural Death with the Body, but ſuch 
as will exiſt in Miſery in a ſeparate 
State. This ſeems to be the Sentiment 
of the Apoſtle James, where he ſays 
the Devils believe and tremble That 
is, ſay ſome judicious Critics, the Souls 
of wicked Men; for the Word (Jaller) 
in the Original ſhould be rendered 
Demons——and Demons, they tell us, 
are properly the departed Spirits of 
wicked Men, and not fallen Angels. 
The Apoſtle Peter alfo ſpeaks of Spirits 
in Priſon, that were diſobedient in the Days 
55 of Neah. This Point is alſo farther con- 

firmed by the Parable of the rich Man 
and Lazarus, wherein the former is re- 
preſented after his Death, as lifting up 
| his 
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Bis Eyes in Hell, being in Torment,* which, 
though parabolically ſpoken, is grounded 


on generally acknowledged Truths, and 


plainly ſhews, that the Souls of wicked 


Men ſurvive their Bodies, and are pu- 


niſhed for their Sins, one great Part of 


which ariſes from their moral Senſe, or 


Conſciouſneſs of their Guilt, and the 
Juſtice of their Miſery. 
But be theſe Speculations as they may, 
what follows will, I think, make it fully 
appear, that the Souls of Men, whether 
righteous or wicked, do not ſleep with 
their Bodies in * Let us chen 
conſider, 

III. The Scripture Account of a ſe- 


parate State, or whether the Soul ſur- 


vives the Body at Death? 


It muſt be allowed, that the People of 


Gay, 


James ii. 19. Luke xvi, 1 Pet. iii. 19. There 


Is a Paſſage in Job xxvi. 5, which ſome Critics 
think favour this Doctrine — our Tranſlation is — 


Dead Things are formed under the Waters — They 
would render it — The Glants, (i. e. enormouſly 


wicked Men) tremble, or are tormented in the Abyſs. | 


For, ſay they, Raphaim ſignifies Giants, — Jecholing 
mite tormented, 
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0 op, under the Old Teſtament Diſpen- 
ſation, do not appear to have had clear 
Ideas of the Condition of the Soul upon 
the Death of the Body, and often ſpeak 
of that Event in a Manner that ſeems to 
favour the Notion of its dying with the 
Body, or being then in a State of total 
Inſenſibility.“ 50 the Pſalmiſt -In 
Death there is no Remembrance of thee ; 
in the Grave who ſhall give thee Thanks ?*— 
Shall the Duft praiſe thee, ſhall it declare 
thy Truth? —The Dead praiſe not the Lord. 
His Breath goeth forth, he returneth to his 
Earth, in that very Day his Thoughts | 
periſh. To the fame Purpoſe HRZEKIAR— 
Thou oo in Love to my Soul delivered it 

from 
Mr. Haller (Paraph. of the three laſt Chapters 
of the Ep. to the Heb. by Way of Supplement to Mr. 
Pierce) ſeems to think that the Souls of Believers 
before the Coming of Cur1sT in the Fleſh, did 
ſleep with their Bodies, and were reſtored to Life by 
his Reſurrectlon. See his Notes on Chap. x. 36. 
Note (g.) and Notes (d- r. 8s.) on Chap. xi. 40. 
Note (t.) Chap. xii. 24, where he ſays many plau- 
| fible Things in Support of his Opinion; be this as 
it may, it is certain theſe antient Believers had at 
leaſt very obſcure Ideas about a ſeparate State; at 


leaſt this was the Caſe of the generality of them. = 
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From the Pit of Corruption—The Grave 
cannot praiſe Thee ; Death cannot celebrate 
Thee, they that go down to the Pit cannot 
hope for thy Truth.“ No Language can 
be well more full and expreſſive of the' 
Notion of the Soul's looſing all Con- 
ſciouſneſs upon the Death of the Body; 
and to the fame Purpoſe many other 
'Texts might be produced, where we 
find good Men ſpeaking in the ſame me- 


lancholy Manner of the State of the 


Dead—A State which they therefore de- 
precated with all poſſible Earneftneſs— 
All this muſt be allowed; and I make 
no Doubt that in theſe Paſſages they 
fpoke their real Feelings. And no 
Wonder when we conſider, that a Veil 
of thick Darkneſs hung over the Diſ- 
penfation they were under, which their 
Faith could not penetrate, at leaſt but 
ſeldom, and that very imperſectly. 
But 
* Pfal. vi. 5.—xxx. 9.— exv. 17.— exlyi. 4. com · 


pared with Pſal. erviii. 17. Iſa. i. 17, 18. 
Pfal. Ixxxviii. 12. 


+ It appears from Job xix. 25, and many Paſſages 


in the Pſalms, and from Heb, xi. that they firmly 


delieved a Reſurrection. 
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But we find the Language of the 
Pious under the preſent Diſpenſation, 
or ſince the Coming of CHRIST in the 
Fleſh, very different They ſpeak of 
Death as their Deliverer, and rejoice in 
the Proſpect of his Approach, and even 
long, though with Patience, yet with 
Fervor, to meet his cold Embrace. - 

Now, what can be the Reaſon of this 
vaſt Difference in the Sentiments and 
Language of good Men under the pre- 
ſent Diſpenſation from that under the 
former, but this? — That the Darkneſs 
of the former Diſpenſation is now re- 
moved, and Life and Immortality are 
brought to Light by the Riſing of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs upon us. They ſaw 
every Thing as through a Glaſs, darkly— 
We with open Face behold the Glory of the 
Lord, and of his Salvation. And that 
| this is really the Caſe, particularly of 
the truly Pious, will appear, if we fairly 
conſider the following Texts : 

1. Rom. viii. 10. The Bob i- 
dead, i. e. ſubject to Death becauſe, of 
Sin dwelling in it But THz Srizir ir 

| | 3 
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Life, becauſe of Righteouſneſs; that is, it is 
not ſubject to Death as the Body is, but 
ſtill /ives after the Body is actually dead, 
lives in a ſeparate State, becauſe of the 


Principle of moral Senſe imparted in a, 


Meaſure to all Men, through CHRISTH; 
but more eſpecially to all true Believers 
who are quickened together with him, and 


united to him as their Life ;* for the 


Apoſtle here makes a Difference be- 


tween the State or Condition of the Soul, 


and that of the Body, But what Differ- 


ence is there if the Soul dies or ſleeps 


with the Body ? Or how, in that Caſe, 
can the Spirit be ſaid to be Life, any 
more than the Body? 

2. Again, Rom. viii. 11. When 
the Apoſtle would comfort the Chriſ- 
tians in that View of Death, he ſays,— 
but if the Spirit of him that raiſed up 


Jzs8us from the Dead dwell in you, he 


that raiſed up CHRIST from the Dead, ſhall 
alſo quicken your mortal Bodies, by his 
Spirit that divelleth in you which, juſt 
aſterwards, he calls, zhe Redemption of 


the 


* Eph, v. 9. I John i ilis 9. 
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the Body — But obſerve, he ſays not a 
Word about quickening or redeeming the 
gon! with the Body, becauſe he had 
ſpoken of that as quickened and raiſed 
before, by the Spirit of CarisT; and 
that it was Life, becauſe of Righteouſneſs 7 
that is, poſſeſſed of a Principle of im- 
mortal Life through the vital Power 
which CHRIST imparts to all his obedient 
People, and which ſecures to them the 
continued Life of their Souls, and the 
547 ro of their Bodies. 

John itt. 36. Our Lord ſays, 
4 he that believeth in him, HATH ever- 
lafling Life, which would ſcarcely be 
true, were that Life to ceaſe, though 
but fot a Moment. And, as if intend- 
ing to guard againſt ſuch a Notion, he 
elſewhere ſays, That whoſoever liveth and 
believeth in me ſhall x VER DIE.“ But 
how can this be, if the Soul dies with the 
Body, and continues in a State of Death 
for Thouſands of Years ? And, indeed, it 
is the Soul] that is properly the Believer, 
and theretore particularly entitled to the 


Promiſe 
„ John xi. 26. ch. v. „ | 


— = 
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Promiſe of Life; and by its continuing 


in a State of conſcious Exiſtence, when 


ſeparated from the Body by Death, the 


Promiſe is in a very full and important 
Senſe fulfilled, | 
It may be here objected, that all our 
Loxp meant to ſay, was, © that Believers 
in him ſhould not w#erly periſh, but 
© be raiſed up, even the whole Man, at 


e the laſt Day, and that therefore they 


« might rather be ſaid to ſleep than die.” 


But let us ſubſtitute the Word Sleep in- 


ſtead of the Word Death in the Text, 
and the Truth I cantend for will appear; 


for it cannot be ſaid of the true Believer 


that he ſhall never fleep (this Sleep of 


Death) if his Soul actually does „lep 


with the Body, as the Objectors lay 
it does, 

4. Heb. vi. 12. The Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of the Faithful wha depart this Life, 
as inberiting the Promiſes : but how 
can they be ſaid to inherit the Pr w_ 
after Death, any more than before it, if 
the Soul dies, or ſleeps in a State of In- 


ſenſibility ? They may be ſaid to have a 


Right 
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Right to them, I allow, but not that 
they inherit them, which implies aftual 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment. 

Rev. xiv. 13. It is ſaid, Bleſſed 
are the Dead that die in the Lond, But 
if they are totally inſenſible, where is 


the Blefledneſs ? If it be anſwered in 


their Deliverance from the Toils and 
Sorrows of. this Life, this is but a Kind 
of negative or comparative Bleſſedneſs; gr 
a being only taken away from the Evil 
#9 come, as the Prophet expreſſes it. * 
But this alone is no where in the Sa- 
cred Writings called Bleedneſ7;— fo far 
from it, that even the Afflictions of 
this Life, on the Account of the happy 
Effects produced by them, are there 
conſidered as real Bleſſings — Bleſſed is 
the Man whom thou chafleneſt, O Loxp — 
The truly good Man can rejoice in hic 
Tribulation, through the Love of God ſhed 
abroad in his Heart. He often finds, in 
his ſharpeſt Trials, ſuch a firm Conh- 
dence in Gov, ſuch entire Reſignation | 
to his Will, ſuch ſtrong Conſolation in ” 
Vor. I. ö 


* Iſa. lẽvii. I, 2. 
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the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and ſuch 3 


delightful Proſpect of the Felicity and 
Glory of the future World, as abun. 


dantly overbalance all his Labours and 
Sorrows 3 ſo that he would count it an 
Afiiftion inſtead of Blefſedneſs to be cut 
off from theſe divine Enjoyments, and 
be reduced to a State of total Inſenſi- 
bility for thouſands of Years : — The 
very Suſpicion of ſuch an Event fills his 
Heart with gloomy Apprehenſions and 


Terror, ſuch as good Men under the 


former Diſpenſation ſo deeply felt, who, 
through the Fear of Death, were all their 


Life Time ſubject to Bondage. 


Beſides, if the Bleſſedneſs ſpoken of in 
this Text were not to take Place till the 
Reſurrefion of the laſt Day, it would 
ſurely have been expreſſed in the future 
Tenſe ; bleſſed, ſhall or will be the Dead, 


 &c. Not bleſſed are the Dead, which 


naturally implies: preſent Enjoyment. 
6. St. Paul ſays, Phil. i. 21— 24, 
That he had a Deſire to depart, and to be 


with Chrifi—as far better than living in 
the . Where * the very Expreſſion, 


kving 
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Triving 18 the Flaſb, he plainly intimates 
there is ſuch a Thing as living out of the 
Fl:ifh. And how could he be ſaid to be 
with CurIsT, after Death, any more 
than before it, or even at all, if he was 
then to fink into a State of entire Inſen- 
ſibility? Or how could ſuch a State be, 
in any Reſpect, better than living in the 


Fleſh, wherein he enjoyed a thouſand 


Delights from the Preſence of CuzisT 

with him, the pleaſing Conſciouſneſs of 
ſerving his Intereſt, and promoting the 
everlaſting Happineſs of Mankind 
Could he be in a Strait whether to chuſe 
to lie a thouſand Years, or more, in a 
State of utter Inſenſibility, or live in 
the divine Satisfaction ariſing from the 
Exerciſe of the Powers of the natural 
and ſpiritual Life, and all that Peace in 
believing, which afforded him Foy un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory? Certainly 
not, eſpecially when he alſo conſidered, 
that his very afflictions were working 
for him a far more exceeding and eternal 


Weight of Glory“ in the future World. 


Wy”: The 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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The Love of this prefent Life is ſo 


natural and ſo powerſul, that it is ſaid, 
as a generally acknowledged 'Truth, Skin 
for Skin, and all that a Man hath, will he 


give for his Life. And, indeed, there f 


are few ſo miſerable, but they wiſh to 
live: The Chriſtian, however, has inſi- 
nitely great and noble Enjoyments to 
render his Life deſirable to him, eſpe- 
cially when it ſtands in Competition 


with a State of ſuch diſmal Solitude, as 


the Doctrine of the Soul's ſleeping pre- 
ſents to him. And there is ſcarcely any 
real Chriſtian, but would rather wiſh to 
live to the End of Time, in the Condi- 
tion he generally does live, than thus 
drop into a State of unconſcious Exiſt- 
ence. It may be ſaid, indeed, ** that 
Time unperceived, however long the 
{© Interval, is loſt to us, and that the 
« Moment of Death, and that of the 
© ReſurreCtion, will appear as imme- 
ce diately connected as if really one and 
“and the ſame Moment.” I confeſs I 
cannot comprehend this— For, though 
while we are loſt in a deep Sleep of na- 


tural 
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tural Reſt, Time goes on imperceptibly ; 
yet, when we awake, we perceive an 
Interval—and if this ſhould be the Caſe 
at the Reſurrection, ſuppoſing the Soul 
fleeps with the Body at Death, it muſt 
be rather a painful Recollection; — but, 
however that Interval may be annihi- 
lated hen, it cannot be fo now, in our 
Contemplation ; and the Thought always 
was, and will be, painful, as our Feel- 
ings will ſpeak louder, and preſs ſtronger 
upon us, than our ſpeculative Reaſon- 
ings. And after all, it is but a mere 
Expedient to help a lame Hypotheſis. 

7. Again, 2 Cor. v. 6—9. The 
Apoſtle tells us, That to be home * in the 
| Body is to be abſent from the Lord, and that 
to be abſent from the Body is to be preſent 
avith the Lord; where it is evident he 
conſidered the Soul and Body as two 
Things; — That while the Soul con- 
tinued in the Body it was at a compara- 
tive Diſtance from Gov, and had not 

K 3 | that 

y u ναν leg is more properly rendered ſojourn- 

ing, as Dr, Doddridge juſtly obſerves in this Text. 


— 


| 
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that full Enjoyment of him it longed 
for, and expected ; but that when it was 
_ diſmiſſed from the Body, it would be 
admitted into his more immediate bliſs- 
5 ful Preſence in the heavenly World. 
But if the Soul dies or ſleeps with the 
| Body, there is no Abſence from it; nor 
any of that delightful Preſence with the 
Lord, the Apoſtle muſt mean ; for both 
then muſt be abſent from him. 
| It will, perhaps, be ſaid, That the 
| & Apoſtle muſt here refer to the Reſur- 
ce rection, becauſe he ſpeaks of the earth- 
e ly Houſe of this Tabernacle being diſ- 
e ſolved, and a Building of Gop, not 
& made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
* vens, prepared for us; and of our 
_ © being unclothed or diveſted of the one, 
&© in order to be clothed upon or veſted 
« with the other.” We may reply, it 
1s poſſible, that by the Houſe eternal the 
Apoſtle may intend ſome ethereal Body, 
or Shrine, ſuch as Angels ſometimes ap- 
peared in to Mankind, which Gov might 
provide for the departed Soul as its im- 
mediate Clothing, and which might be 
afterwards 
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afterwards the Clothing of the Reſur- 
rection Body itſelf. Or by earthly Ta- 
bernacle' may be meant, this earthly 
Dwelling in general, which is properly 


the Habitation of Man in this Life; and 


by the Houſe not made with Hands; may 
be underſtood the heavenly World which 
our Lord calls his Father's Houſe; if 
either of theſe be (as they may) the 
Senſe of the Apoſtle, the Doctrine of 
the Soul's ſleeping with the Body cannot 
be proved from this Text. The Paſ- 


ſage which we have, 2 Pet. i. 13, 14, 


where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of his being 
in this Tabernacle, and ſhortly putting off 
his Tabernacle, will ſerve to explain the 
Text before us; and there it is evident 
| he conſiders the Soul and Body as dif- 
tinct Subſtances z and that the Soul at 


Death puts of the Body, and therefore 
does not die or lee with it. 


8. Heb. xii. 23. We read of the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. By 


which, indeed, ſome underſtand the 


Spirits of Men, that had attained the | 


bigheſt Degrees of Virtue and Piety in 
K 4 this 
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this Life; as if he had ſaid, 2e beſt of 
Men; and conſequently that here is no 
Reference to a ſeparate State. But. it 
ſhould be obſerved, that this Senſe by 
no Means agrees with the Scope of the 
Apoſtle's Argument, which is to ſhew 
the ſuperior Excellency of the preſent 


Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, compared 
with that of Moſes, as opening to our 
Faith and Hope Proſpects infinitely more 


pleaſing and delightful, as well as awful, 
though more ſpiritual; and that the 
chief Glory of the preſent Diſpenſation 
lies, amongſt other Things, in its bring- 
ing Life and Immortality to Light, or un- 
veiling, more than ever, the Motives to 
_ Holineſs, particularly the Hope laid up in 
Heaven; preſenting to the Eye of our 
Faith the heavenly Jeruſalem, and the 
mighty Hoſts of Angels and Saints al- 
ready glorified, the great Gop the Fa- 
ther of all, and the gracious Mediator, 
in all the Glories of that bliſsful World; 
and by this Means animating us to the 
Practice of the moſt exalted Piety and 
Virtue. Thus we have a noble and 


grand ; 


1 
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grand Senſe of the Paſſage before us, 
and ſuch as affords us the moſt powerful 
Motives to univerſal Righteouſneſs ; but 
if we underſtand it only of the Example 
of good Men in this World, the Senſe is 
comparatively low, and the Motives 
thence derivable comparatively weak and 
unaffecting. 
9. When the Apoſtle Paus ſpeaks 
of his Viſions and Revelations, he 
ſays, that whether he was in the Body 
or out of it, he could not tell;* which evi- 
dently ſuppoſes the Soul capable of con- 
ſcious Exiſtence, and the Exerciſe of its 
rational Powers and Affections, when 
ſeparated from the Body; and that the 
Apoſtle had this Sentiment in his Mind 
when he wrote theſe Words, It may be 
objefted, —* This is a Viſionary Repre- 
« ſentation, and not a Reality.” Sup- 
poſe ſo, yet {till it is plain the Apoſtle's 
Idea was, that the Sou! might have this 
Viſion our of the Body. For the Queſ- 
tion is about the Situation, and the 
| Manner of his receiving the Revela- 
tions, 


'V 2 Cor, xii, 1, &c. 
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tions, and particularly whether in or out m 
of the Body; that is, whether his Soul, =” 
which received theſe ſupernatural Dif. of 
coveries, was {till united to, or ſeparated 1 
from, his Body, he could not tell. 15 | 
10. Rev. vi. 9. St. John ſays, th 
that he ſaw the Souls of ſuch as had been =” 
Jain under the altar, &c. This was, 01 
alſo merely viſionary z but it holds up n 
to our View a generally acknowledged of 
Truth, and ſuppoſes that there were u 
Souls in a State of Conſciouſneſs, ſe- a 
parated from their Bodies. The gene- \ 
ral Ground upon which all viſionary v 
Scenes in the Sacred Writings are v 
painted, is Reality, though the Painting E 
itfelf be Viſionary. This Idea here is t 
confirmed by what the Apoſtle Peter 4 
teaches. 2 { 
II. r. Peter iii. 19. Where ſpeak- : 
ing of the Spirit of Cnxisr which f 


inſpired Neah, the Preacher of Righte- 
ouſneſs, he ſays, by which (Spirit) he 
went and preached to the Spirits, (now) 
in Priſon, i. e. reſerved in the State of 
the Dead, as Priſoners againſt the Judg- 

ment 


14 
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ment of the great Day—which Priſon is 
called the Habitation of Devils,* the Hold 
of every foul Spirit, e a Cage of every 
unclean and hateful Bird. 
T Repreſerits 
the rich Man in a Place of Torment im- 
mediately upon his Death, and Lazarus 
on the contrary, in a Place of Happi- 
neſs—which though a viſionary and pa- 
rabolical Repreſentation, yet proceeds 
upon the Suppoſition of the Doctrine of 
a ſeparate State as a real Truth, and 
Matter of Fact, otherwiſe our Lord 
would not have ſpoken in a Manner, 
which muſt unavoidably lead us into the 
Belief of it. He ſpeaks, indeed, of both 
theſe Perſons as having Bodies, Tongues, 
Fingers, but theſe Particulars muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be underſtood, as Circumſtances of 
accommodation only, or mere parabolical 
Ornaments, as is uſual in all ſuch Caſes; 
and 
B Oo poray » the Spirits of Men departed this Life, 
ſay many learned Critics, muſt be underſtood by this 
Word. If ſo, the Doctrine I am pleading for, is, 
till more fully expreſſed, See Mat. v. 25. 2 Pet. 
ls 4, 5. Jude vi. 5 
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and do not in the leaſt oblige us to con- 
ceive ſo of the general Ground, or Prin- 
ciples upon which the Parable proceeds, 
any more than of the Riches, Poverty, 
Death, &c. therein mentioned. And, 
indeed, as the Mention of theſe Mem- 
bers of the Body, though in a Parable, 
ſuppoſes there are in Reality ſuch Mem- 
bers, ſo the Mention of the different 
States of the Perſons immediately after 
Death, ſuppoſes there are in Reality 
ſuch different States, and that their Souls 

were appointed to them. 
13. Mat. x. 28. Our bleſſed Loxp 
exhorts us not 10 fear them which can kill 
the Body“ and not the Soul; but him that 
can caſt both into Hell. Where it is plain, 
if the Soul dies with the Body, Men may 
as properly be ſaid to Fill the Soul as the 
Body; which is contrary to what our 
Lox aſſerts. It is ſaid, indeed, in Ob- 
jection to this Concluſion, © That the 
6 'Text only means, that Men can carry 
ce their murdering Reſentments no far- 
ce ther than this preſent Life, but that 
12 Bee” „ e 
* Compare Acts vii. 59. 
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« Gop can purſue us with his Diſplea- 
« ſure even to the eternal World, and 
«© therefore he ought to be feared.” — 
This is true, ſo far as it goes, but does 
not exprſs the. full Senſe of the Text; 
nor repreſent the Caſe with that Pro- 
priety and Force the other Senſe does. 
Nor does it appear to be the leading Idea 
of the Difference between the Life of 
the Body, and that of the Soul; the one 
as liable to be deſtroyed by wicked Men, 
the other as not ſo. For if the Text be 
ſuppoſed to refer only to the Difference 
between the preſent and the future State, 
which is to take Place at the general Re- 
ſurrection, here is a Diſtinction without 
a Difference, as, upon this Suppoſition, 
the Condition of the Soul and the Body 
are juſt the ſame, and the one as pro- 
perly killed as the other. 

14. Matth. xxii. 32. Mark xi. 27. 
Luke xx. 38. Our Loxv diſputes with 
the Sadducees about the Ręſurrection; and 
proves the Point from the Words of 
Gop to Moſes, where he ſays—1 am the 
CoD of Abraham, the Gob Iſaac, and the 

S000 
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Gop of Jacob,“ obſerving that this could 
not be true, if there were no Reſurrec- 
tion; becauſe Gop cannot, with any Pro- 
priety, be ſaid to be the Gop of the, 
Dead, but of the Living only. But thig 
could not be juſt and conclufive Reaſon- 
ing, if Thoſe Fathers were dead both S9 
and Body; for in this Caſe he mult be the 
Gop of the Dead, and not of the Living, 
with Reſpect to them to whom the Af- 
firmation relates; which is the very re- 
verſe of our Lord's Aſſertion, and Scope 
of Argument. For it is evident that 
our Loxb means to prove here, a ſepa- 
rate State of conſcious Exiſtence in 


Reſpect of the Soul, as one eminent 


Branch of the Plan of Redemption effect- 
ed through lis Mediation, and of that 


Reſurrection of which the Body is a 


Part, and of which he is the Author. 
The Sadducees were Materialifts, and 
thought that the Soul and the Body pe- 
riſhed together at Death; and therefore 
they denied not only the Reſurrefion of 
the Body, but the Exiſtence of Sparits;? 
| | 8 our 
* Exod, ij. 6. + Ads Hill. 8. 
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our Loxb's Argument concludes, as he 
intended it ſhould, againſt both theſe Opi- 
nions. He proves a Reſurrection, by 
ſhewing that Gop had already begun a 
Reſurrection, by raiſing the Souls of 
Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, not only to 
a ſpiritual Life of true Piety in this 
World, but alſo to the Continuance and 
fuller Enjoyment of that Life in ano- 
ther; and of which they were then in 
Poſſeſſion, as the Earneſt and Pledge of 
the Whole, which he would complete 
by the Reſurrection of their Bodies, 
when Death ſhould be ſwallowed up of 
Life; for it is the Doctrine of CnRIs T, 
that as the Sprrit is Life becauſe of Righ- 
 teouſneſs, firſt; ſo the Body ſhould be Life 
afterwards through the ſame gracious 
Power.“ 

It is objected, That our Lord meant 
_ © only to ſay, that as Gop had promiſed 
© theſe Fathers to be their Gov, they 
© could not be abſolutely dead, or 


finally loſt, but would be raiſed to 


* Life again at the laſt Day, otherwiſe 
® Rom, viii. 11. 14. 
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« he would be the Gop of the Dead, 
c which it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe; 
. and as he had engaged for their Reſur- 


Ls 1e rection, they might be ſaid, in Re-, 
-« ſpect of the Certainty of that Event, 


e to be even then living, they being ſo 


< in the divine Purpoſe, and according 


© to his covenant Engagements.” To 


this it may be replied, —firſt, that this 


is having Recourſe to a figurative and 
ſtrained Senſe, when an eaſy and proper 


one preſents itſelf z which is againſt the 


Rules of juſt Interpretation. Secondly, 
if this Reaſoning will prove a Reſurrec- 
tion, ſuppoſing the Soul and Body both 


dead, it will prove it with fuller Evi. 


dence upon the Soul's being alive after 
the Death of the Body; becauſe it is 
more literaliy true, that Gov was the 
Gop of the Living; and becauſe this 
Life of the Soul was a leading Part in 
the Doctrine of a Reſurrection, and 
a Pledge and Aſſurance of the other. 
And, indeed, though the Idea of the 
| Reſurrection of the Body was firſt 
ſtarted and led to the Queſtion, yet as it 

25 | was 
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vas but a Part of the Sadducean Hereſy, 
+ was certainly more to the Purpoſe, 
and ſhewed our Lord's Wiſdom in a 
ſtronger Light, to bring in an Argument 
that ſhould conclude againſt the Whole 
at once, and prove the Doctrine of the 
Exiſtence of human Spirits in another 


State, as well as the Reſtoration of the 
Body to Life. 


TH "Take xxiii. . Our Lord ſays 
to the Thief upon the Croſs —To-day 
ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe z* which 
naturally leads us to conclude, that the 
bleſſed Redeemer meant to aſſure this 
penitent Believer in him, that his Spirit 
ſhould immediately, upon the Death of his 
Body, be admitted with his own into the 
State of Happineſs appointed for them, 
and conſequently that it ſhould ſurvive 
his Body. —ObjeCtors, indeed, tell us 
that the Senſe is, T 0-day, I ſay unto 

Vor. II. | | L thee, 


We are told, 75.40% means ſhortly : d. d. Thou | 
ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe /bortly, or very ſoon :— 
But this could not be ſaid property, if not 'til the 
Reſurrection. | 3 


| 
1 
| 
| 


the Words To-day, to refer to the Tine 


« diſe, after the final Judgment, when 


been thought of, had it not been to 
ſerve an Hypotheſis. taken up before- 


Ix. 30. We are told, that Moſes and Elias 
appeared and talked with our Loxv in 
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thee, thou ſhalt be with me, &c. making 


of Speaking, and not to the Event — g. d. 
* I now, this very Day, aſſure thee, 
* that thou ſhalt be with me in Para- 


& I ſhall bring all my faithful People to 
8 dwell with me there.“ But this is fo 
forced and awkward a Turn given to 
the Sentence, that it never would have 


hand. The common Conſtruction is 


more natural and eaſy, and affords a Bl 
more clear and direct Anſwer to the ſu 
Penitent's Requeſt. He ſays, —Lox, re- th 
member me when thou comeſt into thy King- th 
dom; q.d. when ever it ſhall be——1 * 
WILL, replies the Saviour, for thou ſhalt N 
be, even THIS very Dar, with me in the 1 


Enjoyment of its Felicity. 
16. Mat. xvii. 3. Mark ix. 4. Luke 


the Mount of Transfiguration. Now, 
though we may ſuppoſe Elias to have 
appeared 
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appeared in that Body, though changed 
and ſpiritualized, in which he aſcended 
I © miraculouſly into Heaven ;* yet we 
ee, are expreſsly informed, that Moſes died, 
7a. and was BURIED,+ ſo that if he ap- 
en peared, it muſt be either in his Body 
to raiſed from the Dead on purpoſe, of 
ſo which there is not the leaſt Hint in 
0 Scripture, or his ſeparate Spirit muſt be 
inveſted with a celeſtial vifible Form, 
ſuch as the Apoſtle intimates the Spirits 
of good Men are clothed with when abſent 
from their groſſer Bodies of Fleſh and 
Blood. || The former Idea is ſcarcely 
ſuppoſable, and not at all agreeable to 
the Scripture Account. of the State of 
the Dead; the latter is perfectly ſo, and 
agreeable to what the Apoſtle ſuggeſts 
to the Corinthians, and to the Accounts 


we have in the Bible of the Apparitions 
of Angels. 


IV. The principle Objections du | 
the Soul's conſcious Exiſtence in a ſepa- 
rate State conſidered. 

3 9 We 

* 1 Pet. i. 23. 2 Kings ii. 11. + Deut. xxxii. 
50. ch. xxxiv. 5, 6, || 2 Cor. v. I, 2, 3, 4 
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1. We are told by thoſe who favour 


the Doctrine of the Soul's ſleeping with 


the Body at Death, © That the Words 
6 Soul, Spirit, Life, ſometimes ſignify 
« People, ſometimes Angels, &c. in 
&« Scripture; but by none of them is 
% ever meant any immaterial Principle 
or Subſtance in Man, different, or 
« ſeparable, from the Body and its vital 
© Powers, or independent of them.“ 
'This Matter has been already confidered 
in the former Part of this Eflay ;—1, 
therefore, only here obſerve farther, 
that ſuppoſing ſome Texts may ſignify 


as above, yet it does not follow that it 


mult be the Caſe of all. We have, 
I think, feen the contrary in what has 
been ſaid; and though there may be 
no Text that poſitively and indubitably 


aſſerts the Immateriality of the human 


Soul, it does not neceſſarily follow that 
it cannot be immaterial; or, ſuppoſing it 
to be material, it does not follow that 
therefore it muſt be mortal. We have 


alſo obſerved, that there are many Texts 


which ſpeak of the Soul as a Subſtance 


entirely 


— 
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entirely diſtinct from the Body, poſſeſſed 
of Powers and Properties peculiar to 


itſelf, ſuch as we find by Experience. 


And thoſe Paſſages of Sacred Writ 
where Gop is ſaid to make the Soul, as. 
well as the Body,“ plainly intimate that 
they are two different Effects of creating 


Power. For though the Word Soul may 


ſometimes denote the mere animal Life 
of the Body, yet that Liſe is never ſaid 
to be made but given, as _ a Quality, 
not a Subſtance. 


2. But it is farther objected from 


ler. xviii. 17. That the Prophet condi- 


tionally promiſes King Zedekiah, That 
* his Soul ſhall live, which implies that 
&« it could die.” To this it may be an- 
ſwered, that the Word Soul may mean 
here (as it often does) no more than the 
animal Life, or the Powers of the Body 


continued in their vital Exerciſes, and 


not the rational Spirit, which the Word 
Saul at other Times denote. . 

3. We are told, that Death, in the 
Sacred Writings, is repreſented as the 
: L 3 Negation 
If. lvii, 16. Jer. Xx Mil. 16. Pale Cxxxix. 14. 


* 


— — ——— 


veal was not as full to the Purpoſe as 
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Negation, or Deprivation of Life, Adbion, 
T hought, &c. even to good Men; and 


for the Proof of this, we are referred to 


the 'Texts at the Bottom of the Page.* 
And it muſt be confeſſed, as has been 
already obſerved, that the Language of 
theſe 'Texts favour the Idea of the Soul's 


dying with the Body ;—but that the 


Language of the Diſpenſation we are 
under, where Life and Immortality are 


| brought to Light, is very different, and 


Clearly in favour of a ſeparate State of 
conſcious Exiſtence. 

It is ſaid, indeed, that this Suppoſition 
is, in Effect, to deny the plenary Inſpira- 


tion of the Old Teſtament Scriptures. I 
anſwer, by no Means; for, it does not 


follow, that becauſe Gop was not pleaſed 
to reveal ALL his Will concerning Man- 
kind at once, therefore what he did re- 


he 


1 Sam. ii. 9. Job iii. 11,—16, Pſal. vi. 5. 


Pſal. xxx. 9. Pal. xxxi. 17. Pal. cxv. 17. Pal. 


cxviii. 17. Pſal. cxlvi. 4. Eccleſ. ix. 5, 6. Iſaiah 
xxxviii. 18. 2 Zech. xxxii. 25. Acts ii. 34. Pſal, 


| Exxrili. 12. Job i Iv. 18, &c. 
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he intended it ſhould be, and was then 
really neceſſary. However, it is certain 
Fact, that he did not reveal all the great 
Truths of his Goſpel at once, but by 
Degrees, and reſerved the fulleſt and 
cleareſt Diſcoveries to the Time of his 
bleſſed Son's Appearance in our World, 
and the out pouring of his Srixir, that 
he might do particular Honour to his 
Character and Miſſion, and throw a 


more abundant Glory upon his Croſs. 


Beſides, ic ſhould be obſerved, that 
when the Old Teſtament Believers ſpeak 
in the Manner they do about Death, 


they ſpeak Hiſtoricallyß, not doctrinally; 
telling us their Feelings and their Fears, 


ſuch as naturally aroſe from the Obſcu- 
rity of the Diſpenſation they were un- 
der, and not as declaring what particular 


Sentiments we ſhould entertain on the 


Subject; that is, they ſpoke what they 
themſelves apprehended, and not what we 


ſhould believe of the State of the Dead.— 


The Bible is a faithful Record of Facts, 
and conſequently of the Miſapprehen- 


Hons, and even MiſconduQ of good 
WF * : Men. 
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Men. And certain it is, that we find 
no ſuch diſmal Language as this in the 
New Teſtament about Death. — The 
Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, found 
themſelves happily delivered from ' this, 
Spirit of Bondage, through the Fear of 
Death, and triumphed in the Proſpect of 
that Life and Immortality that JES UG 
brought 70 Light by his Geſpel.“ 2 
4. As to the Text, Acts ii. 34, 
where it is ſaid of David, that he was 
not aſcended into the Heavens, and from 
' whence it is inferred, ** that therefore 
“ his Soul flept with his Body ;” it is 
not to the Purpoſe, -and the Inference 
from it not juſt, and, indeed, quite 
_ contrary to the natural Import of the 
Words. For nothing can be plainer 
than that the Apoſtle is there ſpeaking 
of the Reſurrefion of the Body of CurtsT, 
and proves it by obſerving, that the 
Words which he quoted from the fix- 
teenth Pſalm, could not be underſtood 
af David, as the Jews would have it, 
but of CarrsT; for David's Bop was 
* 2 Tim. i, 10. Heb. v. 1. 
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not raiſed from the Dead, and did not 
aſcend into Heaven; but ſaw Corrup- 
tion, and was {till in the Sepulchre where 
it was depoſited at firſt, as they all knew; 
whereas the Bop of CRHRISTH was raiſed 
from the Dead, without ſeeing Corrup- 
tion, and aſcended into Heaven. Here 
then it is clear, that the Bop v, not the 
Sous, is the Subject in Diſpute; and, 
therefore, the Soul of David might be 
aſcended into the Heavens, for any 
Thing that appears to the contrary in 
this Text. Hh 

5. It is objected, That Men will 
« not be made alive, or wake *till the 
«© ReſurreQion. For Chriſt ſays, John 
“vi. 39. J will raiſe him up at the laſt 
Day. And John xi. 25. 1know he ſhall 

s riſe at the laſt Day, is ſpoken as an ac- 
„ knowledged Truth. And thus alſo 
they who are alive at the Lonp's 
„Coming, are oppoſed to thoſe who 
& ſleep. 1 Thel. iv. 18. 1 Car. xv. 
#91, Kc.“ But, if we conſider, we 
mall find, that all which theſe Texts 
geally prove, is, that the Body thall then 
5 5 be 
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be moſt certainly reſtored to Life, and 
raiſed from the Grave; all which is very 
_ conſiſtent with the Idea of the Soul's 
| ſeparate State of Exiſtence in the mean 
Time; for we cannot juſtly argue, that 
| becauſe the Reſurrection of the Body is 
certain, therefore the Soul ſleeps with 
the Body. 5 

6. We are told, © That when the 
Reſurrection is ſpoken of in Scrip- 
“ture, it is ſpoken of the abbole Man, 
* and not of the Body only. ” If this 


could be proved to be the Fact, it would 


end the Diſpute at once, But though 
this is the Principle upon which the 
Doctrine of the Souls Sleeping with 
the Body is built, yet it has never been 
proved, nor, indeed, can be. For no- 


thing is clearer, than that the Scripture, 


ſpeaking of the Reſurrection of the laſt 


Day, often expreſely refers to the Body 


enly, and always implicitly. For Initance, 
John v. 28, 29. Car1sT ſpeaking of the 


Reſurrection, ſays — All hat are in their 
Graves fhall come forth, But what is 


there in the Grave, but the Body? The 
Reſurrection 
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Reſurrection of CazsT himſelf was the 
Reſurrection of the Body, in which he is 
the Pattern, or „irt Fruits of them that 


n ſleep. Mat. xxvii. 52. The Graves were 
it opened, and many Bovirs of the Saints 
1 which ſlept, aroſe. Phil. iii. 21. Who ſhall 
change our vile Bobixs, and faſhion them 


like to his own glorious Bop Y. Rom. viii. 
11. The Apoſtle calls it the quickening of 
our mortal Bopies; and this plainly in 
Contradiſtinction from the Sgul or Spirit, 
which he ſpeaks of as before quickened 
becauſe of Righteouſneſs: The Reſur- 
reckion is, therefore, expreſsly called 
the REDEMPTION oF THE Bopy. Rom. 
viii. 23. and 1 Cor. xv. 44. The Apoſtle 
ſays, it zs ſown a natural Bop x, it ir 
raiſed a ſpiritual Bo. Many other 
Paſlages of Scripture ſpeak the ſame 
Language, all which leads us naturally 
to conclude, that the Reſurrection re- 
ſpects the Bop v, and that only, as then 
quickened and made to live; for we 
never, in any one Place, read of the Su 
as then raiſed, or brought to Life, that 
being done before by the vital Power 
5 N 
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of Cuxisr, and his holy Spirit. Rom. 
„ 


7. But farther it is objected, that 


* the Wicked are not ſaid to be ſepa- 
© rated from the Righteous *till the Re- 
ec ſurrection, or End of the World, as 


& Mat. xiii. 30—40, where the Tares 


* and the Wheat are ſaid to grow toge- 
& ther *till the harveſt. To the ſame 
& Purpoſe ch. xxiv. 31. xxv. 31. &c. 


« are urged.” But all that theſe, and 


the like Texts prove, is, that then there 


certainly will be a full, perfect, final, ever- 


taſting Separation between the Righteous 


and the Wicked; but do not prove there 
is no Separation in the mean Time; for 


that there certainly is, even in this 
World. — The Lord hath /t apart him 
that is godly for himſelf — Come out from 
amongſt them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the 
| Lord — They are, ſays our Lozp, ſpeak- 
ing of his People, not of the World, as I 
am not ef the World, and of him it is ſaid, 
| He woas ſeparate from Sinners. And, as to 
the next World, it is expreſsly ſaid, that 
when the Beggar died, he was carried inta 

Es Abraham's 


me. © HH.” 


8414 . 2 "IE > ms 
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Abraham's Boſom—and of the rich Man, 
that he died and was buried, and in Hell 
he lift up his Eyes, being in Torments. 
Here is not only a Separation between 
the Righteous and the Wicked, but alſo 
reſpeCtively between the Bodies and Souls 
of the Perſons ſpoken of; for we cannot 
ſuppoſe the Body of the Beggar was car- 
ried into Abrahams Boſom, but the Soul: 
And of the rich Man it is ſaid, he died 
and vas buried; and yet lift wp his Eyes 
in Hell, being in Torments ; it could not 
be his Soul that was buried with his Body, 
for then it could not have been in Tor- 


ment, nor could his Body, being dead and 
buried, be in Torment. There is then, 


a ſeparate State. 
It is true the Separation between * 


Righteous and the Wicked in another 
World is, at preſent, Matter of Faith, 


not of Sight; and wiſely do, as being 


beſt ſuited to our State of Trial here. 


At the laſt Day this State will be over, 


and therefore then the Separation will be 
v1/eble,, and public to all. 
8. But it ls ſtill objected, that the 


* Scriptures 
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« Scriptures always ſpeak of our Re- 


« ward as beſtowed at the laſt Day, and 
* not before. 1 Cor. 1. 8. That ye may 


&« be Blameleſs in the Davy of the Lord. 


Phil. i. 10. Without Offence ux IL the 


© Dar of ChRIsTr. 1 Theſ. v. 23. Pre- 


cc ſerved blameleſs till the Coming of our 
Lord Jzsvs CHRIST. So 1 Tim. vi. 
„., "Dit. . 3, Ke. fs 


'To this I anſwer, Theſe Texts may re- 


fer to the Day of Death; as ſuch Expreſ- 
ſions often do; but taken, as our Op- 
ponents mean, as refering to the ſecond 
Coming of CnxIsr, they are of juſt the 
ſame Force, if we ſuppoſe an interme- 


diate State, as otherwife;—for all that 


they prove is, that Mankind are in a 


State of Trial, and that they ſhould be 


watchful and diligent in the Diſcarge of 
their ſeveral Duties to the End of it; 
when they ſhall be openly rewarded ac- 
cordingly. But this does by no Means 
lead us to conclude, that the Soul may 
not receive a Part of the Reward before 
the general Reſurrection of the Body, 
and be happy in the mean Time; for 

e this, 


a ” RY Wore ') - - - * 
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this, indeed, 1s certainly the Caſe even 
in this World, in the Enjoyment of the 
Divine Favour, and the various Pleaſures 
attendent on a Life of Piety and Virtue. 
And Rev. ii. 25. Hold faſt "till I come, 
which is quoted for the ſame Purpoſe by 
the ObjeCtors, may, yea muſt mean the 
Coming of Carisr by Death; for we 
cannot, properly, be ſaid to hold faſt 
any Thing after Death, or exert any 
Principle of Religion or Righteouſneſs 
then, if the Soul dies with the Body. 
9. To the ſame Purpoſe it is urged, 
« That our Chriſtian Courſe and Im- 
« provement in Religion, is ſaid to ter- 
“ minate only at the Reſurrection of 
« the laſt Day. Phil. i. 6. Until the 
«© Dar of CxrisT, ch. iii. 10, II, may 
« attain to the Reſurrectian of the Dead. 
«© x The. iii. 13. Unblameable — at the 
« Coming of THe LoRD, ch. v. 23, pre- 
&« ſerved blameleſs unto the Coming of the 
% Lord Jesus CHRIST.“ | 
But if the Apoſtle had ſaid until 
Death, or the Coming of the Loxp by 
that Diſpenſation of his Providence, as 
the ' 
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the Expreſſion is often neceſſarily under. 
ſtood, the Force of the Exhortations 
would have been the ſame. And in 


Truth this muff be the Meaning, as our 


Improvement in a State of 'Frial muſt 


neceſſarily terminate at Death for there 
is no Device in the Grave — And he 
that is kept unblameable 'till Death, wil! 
be found ſo at the Day of the Lonvy's 


laſt Coming. Nor are theſe Exhorta- 


tions intended but for the preſent Life, 


and, therefore, by no Means interfere 
with the Souls Improvement in an inter- 
mediate State. And when the Apoſtle 
talks of attaining to the Reſurrection of the 


| Dead, he only means that he earneſtly 


wiſhed for, and preſſed after, a State of 


perfect Holineſs and Bliſs, ſuch as ſhould | 


take Place at the Reſurrection of the 


Dead, the Qualifications for which were 


to be attained only in this Life; and this 

the ſame, whether the Soul ſurvives the 
Body, or ſleeps with it at Death. 

10. Again, we are reminded, “ that 

« the Elect are not gathered in till the 

% Reſurrection. Matthew xxiv. 31. 

| + Tow 
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« Then ſpall he 7 a together his Elet?. 
* 2 Thel. Ii. 1. 

Anſwer. It is true they ſhall not al! 
be gathered together 'till then, and then 
they certainly (hall, which is all that 
theſe Texts hold forth. And this is juſt 
as true upon the Suppoſition of an inter- 
mediate or ſeparate State of the Souls 
Exiſtence, as upon the other; and, 
therefore, they prove nothing to the 
Purpoſe for which they are adduced. 

11. But it is alledged, “ that the 
« World will not be judged *till the 
© Reſurrection, and that therefore the 
© Soul is not judged before, and con- 

« ſequently ſleeps with the Body at 
„ Death.” Mat. xvi. 27. Then ſhall he 
« reward every Man according to his 
* Works. John xii. 48. Fudge him at 
« the laſt Day. Accs xvii. 31. Appointed 
« a Day in which he will judge the World, 
% &c. Rom. ii. 16. 2 Tim. iv. 8, &c.“ 
But theſe Texts do not ſay that there 
will be no intermediate Judgment, or 

Appointment of the States of Mankind; 
nor do they ſay any Thing inconſiſtent 

Ver, II. M wh 
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with that Notion : They only aſſure us, 
that there will be a general and public 
Procedure of this judicial Nature. Nor 
does the private intermediate Judgment, 
which the Doctrine of a ſeparate State 
ſuppoſes, ſuperſede the Neceſlity of this 
more public one; becauſe the principal 
Deſign of the latter is to vindicate the 
Ways of Gov, and the Diſpenſations of 
His Providence and Grace, in the Opi- 
nion of all his intelligent Creatures, 
and to give the finiſhing Stroke to the 
Adminiſtration of the REDEEM ERB 
Kingdom in this World, in a Way be- 


coming the Dignity of his Character, 


and the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Good- 
neſs of his Laws. | 

12. Again, we are told by our Op- 
. ponents, —* That Chriſtians have not 
“ Boldneſs before CnRISsT, *till the Re- 
“ ſurrection. 1 John ii. 28. Have Con- 
ce fidence before him at his Coming, ch. iv. 


11. Have Boldnefs in the Day of Fudg- 


ce ment.” To which it may be replied, 
that becauſe they have Boldneſs then, it 


does not follow that they have none be- 
1 oe 
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fore, nor do the Words intimate any 
ſuch Thing. On the contrary, we read, 
Epheſ. iii. 12. That Believers in Chriit 
have Boldneſs, and Acceſs with Confidence 
by Faith. Heb. x. 19. Boldneſs by the 
Bleed of Feſus. . Heb. iv. 16. Coming 
boldly to the Throne of Grace. a 
13. The only Text of this Sort that 
has the Appearance of Propriety in Sup- 


port of the Doctrine of the Soul's Sleep 


at Death, is that in the 1. Cor. v. 5. 


That the Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of 


the Lord ; where it looks, at firſt View, 
as if the Apoſtle meant to ſay, that the 
Soul was not ſaved *till the Day of Judg- 
ment. But it ſhould be remembered, 
that the Day of Death is called the Day 
of the LoxpD. Iſai. ii. 12. The Day of the 


LoRD ſhall be upon the Proud, i. e. He 


ſhall be cut off by Death for his Sin. 
1 Sam. ii. 22. In the Day of the Lonrv's 
Anger none eſcaped, i. e. Death. How- 


ever, though the Salvation of the Spirit 


be publickly declared at the Reſurrec- 
tion of the laſt Day, it does not follow 
that it | is not ſaved before; for, i in Fact, 
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it muſt have been ſaved before, or it 


would not be ſaved then. 'The Work of 


Salvation is begun in this World, and' 


finiſhed in the next; and the Soul that 
is now ſaved by Grace, will find no Breack 
in that Salvation at Death. 
14. It is farther objected, “ That 
e the Faith, Labor, Sufferings, &c. of 
„the truly Pious are loft, and periſh 
© utterly, if there be no Reſurrection; 
& and, therefore, there can be no inter- 
„ mediate State. John vi. 39. That J 
& ſhould loſe nothing, but raiſe it up at the 
«* laſt Day. 1 Cor. xv. 18—538. Then 
they that are fallen aſleep are periſhed, 
and yet their Labor cannot be in vain in 
© the Loxb. Pſal. clxvi. 4. In that very 
« Day his Thoughts periſh. Ecel. ix. 6.” 
Me grant that the Righteous muſt 
periſh utterly if there be mo Reſurrection 
AT ALL; for then there could be no 
Hope beyond this Life. But the Belicf 
of the Soul's vital Exiſtence in a ſeparate 


State, does not imply there is no Reſur- 


rection at all; but, on the contrary, leads 


us to conclude, that the Souls of the 
- | truly 
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truly pious, on their parting from the 
Body, do actually % into fuller Life, 
and more abundant Holinefs and Blifs; 
and at the ſame Time admit of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body at the laſt Day. 
And we admit alſo, that if there be no 
Reſurrection of the Body, there is none 
for the Soul, as both depend upon the 
ſame Conſtitution of Grace, and the 
Truth of the Goſpel Revelation; and 
all upon the Reſurrection of CHRIST, as 
the Apoſtle argues. If the Goſpel be 
true, and the Conſtitution of Grace de- 
clared in it be a Reality, then 69th Soul 
and Body ſhall rife, the one i, the 
other at /a/t; but if not true, &c. then 
both muſt periſh. But we cannot argue 
that becauſe there is a ReſurreQtion of 
the Body promiſed at the laſt Day, 
therefore there is none for the Soul in 
the mean Time, which is ry the 
Argument. 

15. But, ſay our Opponents; « the 
Reſurrection at the laſt Day is ſpoken 
4 of in Scripture as the ground Object 
* of the Chriſtian's Hope, &c.” - 


M3 It 
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It is granted; becauſe then the hal 
of his Expectation will be anſwered, and 
not before—becauſe then the Triumph 

of the Redeemer, over even the laſt 
Enemy, will be complete ; ——and he. 
cauſe, if there be no ReſurreCtion, then 
Cug1sT is not riſen, and our Faith and 
Hope are all in vain. | 

16. It is farther urged by our Op. 
ponents, That the Wicked will not be 
«& puniſhed 'till the Reſurrection of the 
« laſt Day. Mat. x. 15. More tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of 
6 Judgment, &c. ch. xi. 22. ch. X11. 30. 
te ch. xxv. 41, &c.“ 


But theſe and the like only 


prove that there will be a Day of Retri- 
bution; that it ſhall be general, public, 
notorious; and that then the Wicked 
ſhall be fully puniſhed ; but none of 
them ſay they ſhall not be puniſhed in 
Part in the mean Time, nor could they 
ſay it, for it is certain they are puniſhed, 
even in this Life, in ſome Degree, and 


ſometimes very dreadfully; and may be 


To in a ſeparate State, for any Thing 
theſe 


the 


Wi 
an 
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theſe Texts ſay to the contrary ; though, 
at the laſt Day, the divine Indignation 
will be poured out to the uttermoſt, 
and therefore it 1s, that that Period 1 is ſo 
particw arly marked. 

17. It is farther objected, * that i in 
« the Connection between our preſent 
« and future State, we do not take in 
the Notion of an intermediate State 
after Death, any more than we take 
in the Time of a Man's fleeping, 
when we give an Account of his Life 
and Actions; and thus, ſay they, the 
Scriptures affirm an immediate Con- 


© nection between Death and Judg- 


ment, juft as if nothing had paſſed 
between them. Heb. ix. 27. 2 Cor. 
“ vi. 7. After Death the Judgment, ab- 


« ſent from the Body, preſent with the 


FA Lord. L 
We reply, this is rather begging the 


Queſtion; however, the Scriptures ad- 


duced as Evidence do not prove the 


Point intended. For though they do 


not aſſert an intermediate State, they do 


not contradict it, but rather lead us to 


M 4 ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe it, at leaſt they ſuppoſe nothing 
inconſiſtent with the Belief of it, while 
other Paſſages abundantly confirm it, 
and the latter of theſe Texts in parti- 
cular very ſtrongly implies it, as has been 
before obſerved; —alſent from the Body, 
preſent with the Lord, naturally ſuggeſts 
the Idea of a ſeparate ſtate ; for how can 
our Abſence from the Body, in any proper 
Senſe, be called being preſent with the 
Lorp, if the Soul has no conſcious 
Exiſtence after the Death of the Body? 


However, it is certainly much leſs pre- 


ſent with the Lob, in that Abſence 
from the Body our Opponents talk of, 
than when preſent with it For, while 

preſent in the Body, it enjoyed many 
delightful Tokens of his Favour, of 
which it is entirely deprived, if it dies 
with the Body. To refer the Felicity of 
enjoying the divine Preſence to the Re- 
ſurrection of both, is to make the 
Apoltle talk at Random, for thus there 
is no Abſence from the Body at 
all.-—- If it be ſaid, that the Apoſtle 
means abſent from this preſent groſs 
Body 
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Body of Fleſh and Blood, which will be 
the Caſe at the Reſurrection, in order to 
be preſent with the Losp, and that this 
Senſe 1s confirmed by Verſes g and 10, 
which refer to that Period; I anſwer, 
that this is not the only Senſe the Words 
referred to will fairly bear, and there- 
fore not ſuſſicient Proof for the Purpoſe 
intended ; for the ſeparate Spirit may, 
in the mean Time, appear before Gov, 
and receive according to what it hath 
done in the Body, as really as in the 
Reſurrection Body itſelf; nor does this 
intermediate Retribution ſuperſede the 
Neceſſity of that more public one at the 
Reſurrection, as before hinted. 

18. We are alſo told, © that the 
“ Seriptures repreſent the laſt Coming 
© of CHR18T as at Hand, as the Means 
© of the Chriftian's Comfort and Mo- 
“ tive to his Diligence in his Duty, 
«© which does not agree with the Idea of 
« an intermediate State. Rom. xiii. 12. 
F Phil. iv. 5, &c.“ 

To which it may be replied, —That 
the laſt . of Chriſt is neither the 


more 
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more nor the leſs near for there being 
an intermediate State of Happineſs, or | 
Miſery, and, conſequently, the Com- 
| forts and Motives are as ſtrong, yea 
ſtronger ; as his coming by Death, in the 
mean Time, renders us infinitely more 
happy or miſerable, than we now are, 
and may take Place the very next Hour. 
Theſe Texts mean no more than to aſſert 
the abſolute Certainty of his coming to 
the final Judgment, and that he will not 
delay it beyond the appointed Time, 
which would be comparatively ſoon, 
though ſome Thouſands of Years diſ- 
tant; For with the Lord a thouſand Years 
are but as one Day. 2 Pet. iil. 8. As when 
we expect a Friend in a few Days, we 
ſay, we expect him ſoon; however, his 
coming by Death will be to us ſooner, 
and fixes our State for his laſt Coming. 
19. It is alſo ſaid, by our Oppo- 
nents, that CHRIST will come ſud- 
* denly, therefore no intermediate 
“State between the Day of Death 
“ and his coming. Luke xii. 40. ch. 
"mk. 345 36, Kc. | 
It 
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It is granted, that the Coming of 
. Cnx1sT will be ſuddenly; but to whom 
will it be ſo? Not to the Dead, which 

' muſt be the Caſe if to the Objector's 

Purpoſe, but to the Living; and ſo we 

find it explained, where it is ſaid, that 

the Day ſhall come, as a Snare, upon 
them that are upon the Face of the Earth ; 
that is, the Living — Watch ye, therefore, 

Ie coming ſuddenly, he find you fleeping.* 

Nor does the Word coming, as referred to 

CartsT, always reſpect his final coming 

to Judgment ; but very often ſome ſignal 

Diſpenſation of his Providence in the 

Courſe of this Life, as before obſerved, 

and particularly his coming by Death. 

20. It is alſo objected againſt us, 

ee that it is ſaid, the Righteous periſh, 

c Nc. Ifa. lvii. 1. which, at leaſt, muſt 

© mean their ſleeping Soul and Body in 

ce the Grave, till the ReſurreQion.” 

But, it may be anſwered, the Prophet 
himſelf explains his Meaning otherwiſe 
in the next Verſe, they reft in their Beds, 

(i. e. their Bodies reſt in their Graves) 

„ every 
* Luke xxi. 35. Mark xiii. 35, 36. 
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every one avalking in his Uprightneſs ; i. e. 

every one of their Souls ſtill active in 
their holy Obedience. 

'Thus far Dr. Law's Arguments and 
Objections againſt an intermediate State 
are conſidered. 

21. It is (till farther ſaid, that the 
Doctrine of an intermediate State coun— 

tenances Deiſm ; for, ſay our Oppoſers, 


* 


© If you can prove from the Light of 


Nature only that the Soul is immortal, 


or that it my be ſo, as being an in- 
material Principle— And, at the ſame 
Time prove, by that Light, that as 
« there is no equal Diſtribution of Juſ- 
« tice, or Rewards of Virtue, and Pu- 
niſhment of Vice in this Life, there- 
fore there muſt be another If theſe 
„Things are ſo, then what need of a 
£ particular divine Revelation?“ 
But this Reaſoning is built upon the 


«c 


«c 
* 


miſtaken Notions of ſome Defenders of 


the Doctrine of an intermediate State. 


argue not upon ſuch Principles. 1 


deny that the Soul of Man 1s naturally 
and necearily immortal, but that its Im- 
mortality 


„ 
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mortality depends entirely upon the 
Will and Pleaſure of God, and, there- 


fore, cannot be proved by the Light of 


Nature onLY, but muſt be Matter of 
ſpecial Revelation ;* and, conſequently, 
that my Doctrine of an intermediate 


State does not, in the leaſt, countenance 


Deiſm, but juſt the contrary. 
22. It is objected alfo, © that if the 
« Doctrine of a ſeparate State of inter- 


« mediate Rewards and Puniſhments be 


« true, what Neceſſity is there of a Re- 
s {urrection, and the general Judgment 
« of the laſt Day?“ . 
Anſwer — The Reſurrection of the 
Body is ſtill neceſſary to complete the 
Happineſs of the Righteous and Miſery 
of the Wicked, as the Body 1s capable 
of both in a very high Degree, when in 
Union with the Soul, what is enjoyed 


or ſuffered in the intermediate State 


being but in Part. It is neceſſary, alſo 
in order to complete the Redeemer's 
Victory over Death and Sin; and it is 
highly reaſonable, that as the whole Man 
ſinned, 

See Eflay III. 
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| ſinned, the whole Man ſhould ſuffer ; or, 
as the whole Man was ſanctified, and 
devoted to Gor, and employed in his 
Service, the whole ſhould ſhare in the 
Felicity promiſed. This Mode of pros 
greſſive Procedure is alſo moſt conſonant 


to the uſual Method of the divine Con- 


duc towards Mankind. Thus, for In- 
ſtance, the Light of the Goſpel Salva- 


tion, began in comparative Weakneſs, 


and ſhone more and more unto the per- 
fect Day. And thus the Salvation of 
Individuals is generally conducted The 
Soul is enlightened, renewed, raiſed up 
to a ſpiritual and divine Life, by the 
vital Power of Cur1sT, or becauſe of 
Righteouſneſs; and keeps the Body in a 
State of Subjection, with its Affections 
and Luſts: At Death the Soul rifes to 
a {till more perfect Enjoyment of this 
Life; and the Body at the Reſurrec— 
tion of the laſt Day will be raiſed to 


Share with it. Here then we ſce a 


beautiful Gradation, perfectly analo- 

gous to the general Diſpenſations of 

God towards Man. 
And 


ON A SEPARATE STATE. 191 


And it is highly expedient, and of in- 
finite Importance to the GLoxy of Gov, 
that this final, grand, and complete 
Retribution ſhould be made by a Judg- 
ment, executed in the Face of the 
whole World; and by the moſt ſolemn 
Diſplays of the ſovereign Power -and 
Majeſty, the Wiſdom and Equity of all 
the various Branches of the divine Go- 
vernment, as lodged in the Hands of 
Jzs8us CnrisT; that every Mouth might 
be ſtopped againſt him, and he himſelf 
deliver up the Kingdom to the Father, 
with an Eclat becoming the infinite 
Dignity of his mediatorial Character, 
and Go p be all in all. 

23. It is alſo objected, “ that our 
“ Doctrine of an intermediate State 
© favours the Popiſh Doctrine of pray- 
« ing to Saints, and leads to the groſſeſt 
6 Idolatry.” 

'To which we reply, That any Doc- 
trine, though ever ſo well founded in 
Truth, may be abuſed, and made the 
innocent Occaſion of the groſſeſt Errors, 
witneſs the Inſtitution of the Lord's 

Supper, 


. 
„„ 
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Supper, and alſo the Fact of his Cruci. 
fixion, which have been abuſed to the 
molt 1dolatrous Purpoſes; but muſt we 
therefore no longer remember our Lord's 
Death, according to his Appointment, 
or deny that he was crucified for us ? 
Nor is the Doctrine of an intermediate 
State of the Soul's conſcious Exiſtence 
ever the leſs true, becauſe wicked Men 
take Occaſion from it to delude the 
World with their lying Vanities, and 
Doctrines of Devils. Neither the Popiſh 
Purgatory, and worſhipping of Saints, 
or the Heathen's Worſhip of Dzmons, 
have any real Connection with the Be- 
lief of the human Soul's Exiſtence in a 
ſeparate State, any more than with its 

ſleeping in the Grave. 
Other Objections might be mentioned 
to the Doctrine I am pleading for, but 
theſe are the moſt material ; and they 
appear to me of little Weight, being 
founded upon miſtaken Notions of the 
Nature of the Soul, and of Death and 
the Reſurrefion ; and upon ſome parti- 
cular Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, 
„ were 
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where good Men, through the Darkneſs 
of the Diſpenſation they were under, 
appear not to have had a clear View of 
the Subject, and were therefore all their 
Life Time ſubject to the ſlaviſh Fear of 
Death; from all theſe, and eſpecially 
the latter, the Minds of our Opponents 
have been inadvertently miſled; not 
obſerving, that good Men under the 
preſent Diſpenſation, ſpeak of Death in 
a Manner as different as Light from 
Darkneſs, believing that when abſent 
from the Body, they ſhould be preſent- with 
the LoxD. The Texts they produce, from 
the New Teſtament, are (to ſay the beſt) 
but very precarious Eyidence in favour 
of their Hypotheſis; and will fairly bear 
a different Interpretation; and many 
others appear ſtrongly againſt them. 
As to the miſchievous and frightful 
Conſequences which the creative Ima- 
ginations of ſome, on both Sides of the 
Queſtion, have found out, they are of 
little Importance, and, indeed, weigh 
nothing in the Scale of Reaſon. It is 


certainly more pleaſing and delightful 
Vor. II. +, to 
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to the Mind of a dying Chriſtian, ty 
think he is going into the immediate 
Preſence and Enjoyment of his God and 
REDEEMER, than to ſuppoſe he is drop. 
ping into a State of total Inſenſibility 
for 'Thouſands of Years. The former 


molt 


molt 1 
is cap 
gyſten 
it is 
not C: 
as Ol 


Sentiment throws a cheering Light upon that 
the dark Valley of the Shadow of. Death; dies, 
the other redoubles the Gloom, and that 
gives it a Darkneſs that may be felt, ſuch The 
as filled the Minds of the good Peo- Wl filter 
ple of old with ſo much Diſtreſs and WI with 
Terror, as embittered their Lives. The gion 
former Idea alſo really gives. more who 
Strength and Efficacy to the Motives trou 
to Piety and Virtue, and animates our feel 
Endeavours to pleaſe Gop ; - the Opera- his 
tions of the latter have a Tendency the Dea 
very reverſe; though, while a future Inſe 
State of Retribution is ſincerely be- wit 
lieved, thoſe Motives will not loſe all cel\ 
their Power upon a ſerious and conſ. anc 
derate Mind. as 
I make no Doubt of the Soul of Man he 
being an immaterial Subſtance ; that is, it \ 
ſomething far above and beyond all our bel 
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moſt refined Ideas of Body; and that it 
is capable of exiſting ſeparate from that 
Syſtem of Fleſh and Blood with which 
it is connected in this Life: But I will 
not call the Man an Atbeiſt, or treat him 
as one holding ſome damnable Hereſy, 
that may believe it material, and that it 
dies, and continues with the Body in 
that State *till the general Reſurrection. 
The firſt of theſe Opinions is not incon- 
ſiſtent with its Immortality, nor the latter 


| with the Eſentials of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, —— The vicious Infidel, however, 
who wiſhes to get entirely rid of the 
troubleſome Idea of a future State, will 
feel himſelf delivered from one Half of 
his Fears, by the Perſwaſion, that at 
Death he ſhall ſink into a State of utter 
Inſenſibility z for, though threatened 
with a ReſurreCtion, yet while he con- 
ceives of it as a Thing rather doubtful, 
and at ſome vaſt and unknown Diſtance, 
as he will naturally be difpoſed to do, 
he will be eaſily induced to believe that 
it will never take Place, and that he ſhall 
reſt for ever from all painful Evil, freed 

N24 - - 8 


196 ON A SEPARATE STATE. 


«from all Conſciouſneſs of the paſt, and 
all Fear of the future. If, therefore, we 
fincerely wiſh to promote the real Hap. 
pineſs of Mankind, we ſhould be ex. 
tremely careful not to entertain any 
Doctrine that has even the leaſt Ten. 
dency to weaken the Motives to Reli. 
gion and Virtue; without a due Regard 
to which, there can be no Happineſs, 
either in this World, or that which is 
to come, | | 
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ESSAY 


1 
r 
Paſſages in the prophetic Writings. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Dr the double Senſe which I plead 


D for in this Eſay, I do not mean 


two oppoſite heterogeneous Senſes ; or 


that there is a literal and myſtical Senſe 


in every Text in the Bible, as many 
ſuppoſe 5 but only that in ſome Paſſages, 
particularly in the Prophets, there is a 
literal Senſe reſpecting the Type,“ Fi- 

N 3 : gure, 


* A Scriptural Type is a Kind of emblematical 
picture, or ſymbolical Reſemblance, prefiguring ſome 


Perſon or Thing, made ufe of by the divine Wiſdom, 


at a Mode of Inſtruction adapted to anſwer ſome par- 
ficular Ends in the Diſpenſations of Grace, Hence 
we read of a Shadow of good Things to come— And 


faid 


A Vindication of the Double Senſe of ſome 


hence what beſel the 7/rac/ites in the Wilderneſs, is | 
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gure, or preliminary Inſtitution and 
Order of Perſons, and Things; and 
another farther Senſe, which reſpects 
the Antitype, or Perſon or Thing pre- 
figured; the one the Shadow, the other 
the Subſtance : The one pointing Gut 
ſome natural or temporal Circumſtances 
in the Subject, the other the ſpiritual 
and eternal: The one, a Senſe fulfilled in 
Part, at firſl; the other, completely and 
Finally : yet, in ſome more general Re- 
ſpects, and as to the whole Scope and 
Deſign, both harmonizing in one and 
the ſame Senſe; diſplaying the ſame 
divine Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, 
in different progreſſive Degrees, and in 
other Points of View; and both uniting 


in 


ſaid to have happened for our Euſample, (Tum) 
or for our Inſtruction, by Way of Type, I Cor. x. 6. 
The fame Word is tranſlated Example, Phil. iii. 17» 
1 Theſ. i. 7. 2 Theſ. iii. 9, and elſewhere, But 
we are not at Liberty to make any Thing in Scrip- 
ture the Type of another in a religious Senſe, at our 
Pleaſure, or without the divine Authority; that is, 


any farther than the Scriptures themſelyes warrant 
us to do ſor | | 
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in the Accompliſhment of the ſame Plan 
of Providence and Grace :— A double 
Senſe, therefore, that gives no Counte- 
nance to that licentious Spirit of allego- 
rizing the hiſtorical Facts of Scripture, 
and multiplying Meanings juſt as Fancy 
dictates, which is ſo much the Delight 
of the Enthuſiaſt, and the Ypore of the 
Infidel.* 
The Plan of Gop's moral a 
extends through all the Ages of Time, 
and even Eternity itſelf; involves in it 


innumerable Events of the utmoſt Im- 
portance to his own Glory, and the Fe- 


licity of his Creatures, not one of which 
is really detached from the other, but 
are all connected in the wiſeſt Order, 
and all directed to the ſame great End.— 
One principal Object of this Plan is, the 


Eſtabliſnment of a Kingdom of Grace 


in our World, to be conſummated in 
Glory i in the next; and to hold up to 
N * dhe 


* Inſtances of this fanatical Mode of interpreting 


| the Scriptures, are to be found in Origin, and others 


of the antient Chriſtian Writers, as well as amongſt 
eur modern Enthuſiaſts, 
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the View of Mankind, the bleſſed Son of 
Gov, as King in this Kingdom. Hence 
all the Diſpenſations of his Providence, 
and eſpecially all religious Inſtitutions, 
muſt, of Courſe, have a particular Re. 
ference to this Part of the Plan; anf 
all the various Operations by which the 


Whole is carried into Execution, point 


to this grand Object, and terminate in 
the Completion of this Kingdom. — Pro- 
phecy marks out to the Notice of thoſe 


20% fear Gov, and deſire the Knowledge 


of his Ways, many of the moſt material 


Incidents that muſt neceſſarily ariſe in 


this Scheme of 'Things, but marks them 
out in their Connection with one ano- 
ther; and their varied, yet ſteady Pro- 


greſs through all the Stages of Time, to 


their final Cloſe in Eternity; there muſt, 


therefore, be a double Senſe in /ome of 


theſe Incidents at leaſt; The one re- 


ſpecting the immediate, the other the 


remote Events; the one typical and literal, 
the other antitypical and Spiritual; the 
one fulfilled in one Set of Events, the 
other in another; ; but the former ſo 
connected 
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connected with, and pointing to the 
latter, as to harmonize in one and the 
fame general End, (viz.) the Eſtabliſh- 
ment and Perfection of the Redeemer's 
Kingdom, 
The Sentiments preſented to the 
Reader in this Eſſay are entirely the 
Reſult of my own unbiaſſed Inquiry 
into the Subject; though I have fince 
had the Satisfaction of finding Writers 
of the greateſt Eminence, favouring the 
Idea of a double Senſe in many of the 
Prophecies — particularly, the celebrated 
Dr. Lowth, the preſent worthy Biſhop 
of London, in his Notes in his new 
Verſion of the Prophet Jaiaß, p. 186, 
187. The learned Drs. Hurd and Bagott, 
in their excellent Sermons preached at 
Bp. Warburton's Lecture. The former 
in Sermon 3d. Vol. I. and the latter 
Sermon sth.“ The judicious Limborch 
alſo 


* The Critical Reviewers (Aug. 1780) cenſure 
the Paſſage I refer to in this Sermon of Dr. Bagott's, 
and tell us, —* That a Prophecy that ſuits two 
9 Events, an as many more; becauſe all the 

« Circumſtances 
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alſo pleads for a double Senſe in that 
famous Prophecy, Deut. xviii. 15. The 
Lord ½ Gop will raiſe up unto thee a 
Prophet, &c. and in other Places“ 
| From 
oe Ci Coins in which theſe Events coincide, 


10 muſt be general in their Nature, and ambiguous 
„jn their Application.“ This Cenſure appears to 


me unjuſt, and the Reaſon given for it inſufficient; 


the Circumſtances, in the double Senſe intended, 
are as particular, and certain in their Application, 
as if they related to one Senſe ONLY. 


* See his Diſcourſe with the learned Few, ch. 


viii. p. 289, 290, in anſwer to the third Queſtion — 


where he ſays, referring to the above Text—** Ag- 
noſco ego verba hæc, non ad ſolum Meſſiam re- 
© {tringenda eſſe, ſed ad alias Prophetas iis compre- 
« hendi: Attamen pracipue Meſſiam hic a Deo 
„ reſpice, &.“ And again a little after, ſpeaking 
of the Prophecies, Iſa. xlii. 1-4. ch. Ixi. I, 2, &c. 
he ſays, 


% Equidem negare nolim verba hc, 
« primo ac literali Senſu, de Liberatione e Capti- 


vitate Babylonica, tanquam Typo excellentioris 
Liberationis per Chriſtum, accipienda efſe— quo 
ipſo, quaſi manu, ducimur ad ſublimiorem eorum 
« ſenſum, &c. &c.” And. in his Theolog. Chriſ- 
tian. Lib. i. ch. ix. Sect. v. &. he conſiders the 
Subjet more particularly, and argues for a double 
Senſe in many Paſſages in the prophetic Writings. 
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From theſe Teſtimonies, to which I 


could have added many more, it appears, 
that I am not ſingular in my Opinion 


or advance a Doctrine that countenances 


the wild Interpretations of the Myſtics, 
or that will not ſtand the Teſt of a ſo- 
ber and rational Examination, but ſuch 
as has been embraced by ſome of the 
moſt eminent for ſcriptural peta 
and Literature, 

'This Notion of a double Senſe, for 


which I contend, is of very great Impor- 


tance towards the right Underſtanding 
of the prophetic Scriptures, and the 


clearing them from all Embarraſſment 
and ſeeming Inconſiſtencies, and to- 
wards leading us into proper Views of 


the divine Dignity and Excellency of 


the great Redeemer's Character, and 
the Concern he has in the Affairs of 
our World, and therefore worthy of 
Attention. 


The 


— — res —— — 
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The E 8 XT. 


N the 2 Sam, vii. 11, &c. compared , 


with 1 Chron. xvii. 10, &c. we have 
the particular Prophecy, the Conſidera- 
tion of which gave Riſe to this Eſſay 
where we may obſerve, 


Vexſ. 11. Gop promiſes to make 
David an Houſe; that is, to ſignalize 
his Family, and raiſe it to great Emi» 
nence, for ſo that Phraſe is to be under- 


ſtood, Exod. 1. 21. 1 Kings 1 ii. 24, and 
elſewhere. 


Verſ. 12. God promiſes David, that 
upon his Deceaſe, he would raiſe up his 
Son after him, and eſtabliſh his King- 


dom z—and, 


Verſ. 13. That 51s San ſhould build 


an Houſe for the Name of Gov, and 


that his Throne ſhould be eſtabliſhed for 
ever; and adds, 


Verl. 14. I will be his Father, and he 
mall be my Son —If he commit Iniquity 
Iwill 
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1 will chaſten him, but my Mercy (hall 
not depart from him, &c. And, 

Verſ. 16. Gov ſays to David, and zhy 
Houſe, and thy Kingdom, ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed before thee; thy Throne ſhall be 

_ eſtabliſhed for ever. 
Theſe Predictions muſt undoubtedly 
be underſtood in the „it Place, and in 
Part, as applicable to. Sclomon; for Gon 
himſelf expreſsly applies them to him, 
1 Chron. xxii. 9, 10, where ſpeaking to 
David, he ſays, Behold a Son ſhall be 
born of thee; his Name ſhall be So- 
lomon— He ſhall build an Houſe for my 
Name—He ſhall be my Son, and I will 
be his Father; and I will eſtabliſh his 
Throne over Iſrael for ever. So again, 
1 Kings vi. 13, and elſewhere: And 
David and Solomon themſelves ſo ap- 
ply them, as may be ſeen in peruſing 
the Prophecy. Here then is clearly 
one Senſe, 

And yet e to what the Apo- 
ſtle ſays, Heb. i. 5. This very Prophecy 
is alſo applicable to the Loxp Jz8vs 
CunieT; and muſt be underſtood as 

referring 
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referring to him. For, having aſſerted 


in the fourth Verſe, that CHRIST away 
better than the Angels, and that he had 
a more excellent Name than they; — He 
proves it by obſerving, that this glorious 


Perſonage was called the Son or Gon, 


in a Senſe in which the Angels were 
not; and refers his Readers to the ſe- 
cond Pſalm, where it is written— Thou 
art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee : 
and ALso to this Prophecy, where it is 
' ſaid I quill be to him a Father, and he 
ſhall be unto me a Son. If, therefore, we 
would follow this infallible Guide, we 
muſt underſtand the Prophecy, 2 Sam. 
vii. 11, &c. which we are conſidering 
as relative to the Mefiah; and this as 
truly and properly as that in the ſecond 
Pſalm, which muſt undoubtedly be un- 
derſtood of him, as appears from Acts 
iv. 25, and elſewhere ; accordingly both 
theſe Prophecies are cited Acts xiii. 33, 
as uniting in their Reference to him. 
For the Apoſtle having there obſerved, 
that Jesus CHRIST was raiſed from the 
Dead, and therefore the Son meant in 
: the 


7 
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the ſecond Pſalm ; obſerves farther, that 
all this was implied, where it is ſaid 
I will give him the ſure Mercies of Da- 
vid plainly referring to that prophetic 
Covenant, or Promiſe made to David in 
2 Sam. vil. 11, &c. in which he rejoiced, 
as containing ali his Salvation, and all his 


Foy ; an everlaſting Covenant ordered in all 
Things and ſure,* 


AR 


They who plead for one ſingle literal Senſe 
eL, in all the Prophecies, ſuppoſe that here are 
two Prophecies entirely diſtin, both literal ; the 
one reſpecting Solomon, the other CHRIST. But, 
Prejudice aſide, there is ſcarcely any Thing more 
evident upon the Face of the Words, than that this 
Prophecy is one in itſelf, but ?wofo/d in its Refer- 
ence and Accompliſhment; that is, it has a double 

_ Senſe, or Meaning; the one /iteral and typical, ful- 
filled in Solomon; the other antitypical and Spiritual, 
fulfilled in Cux18T. This Notion of two Prophe- 

_ cies, deftroys the Idea of Type and Antitype, which 

ſo cloſely connects the Old and New Teſtament, and 
throws a reciprocal Luſtre upon both ; and' deſtroys 
alſo that Unity of Deſign and Harmony of Parts, 
that gives ſuch peculiar Dignity, Beauty and * | 

- the Prophetic Writings. 
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All this is ſtill farther confirmed by 
what is written Luke i. 32, 33— 69, 
which refers to this Prophecy in Samuel, 
and 1s there expreſsly applied to Jzsvs 
CurisT—*< He ſhall be great, and ſhajl 
* be called the Son of the Higheſt; 
“ and the Lonp Gov ſhall give him the 
« 'Throne of his Father David, and he 
© ſhall reign over the Houſe of Jacob 
for ever; and of his Kingdom there 
cc ſhall be no End;” which are the 
very Words ſpoken to David, 2 Zam. 
vii. 15, 16. 

Hence it appears, with the fulleſt Evi- 
dence, that the ſacred Writers under- 
ſtood this Prophecy as applicable both 
to Solomon and to ChRISsT. To Solomon 
as the Type, to Cn AIST as the Antitype— 
To Solomon in the it Inſtance, to 
Cux1sT in the J. And it is as certain 
that ſome Paſſages agree to Solomon ONLY 
and literally, ſuch as his building the 
Temple at Feruſalem ; and the ſuppoſing 
him to ſin, &c. Others agree only to 


Cunnr; ſuch as the ablolute Perfection 
and 
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and Dignity of his Perſon, the unparal- 
lelled Luſtre of his Character, and the 
vaſt Extent and Perpetuity of his King- 
dom; and that he was at the Time when 
this Prophecy was delivered, yet 4 be. 
horn; whereas Solomon was then in 
Exiſtence. Here, therefore, muſt be a 
dnuble Senſe; the one literal and typical: 
the other /þiritual and antitypical; one 
fulfilled in Solomon, the other in CHRIS ; 
and yet with Reſpect to the Whole of 
the Plan deſigned by infinite Wiſdom, 
both making up one entire Senſe. Sol- 
mon, the Type of CarisT, was the 'Son 
of David, ſat upon his Throne, built 
an Houſe for Gop, enjoyed great Peace, 
and great Riches and Glory. But Solo- 
min, the Type, ſinned, and died as other 
Men; and did not reign for ever.—— 
Cuxisr, the Antitype, was alſo the Son 
of David, built an Houſe for Gov, 
though of a ſpiritual Nature, and with 
living Stones, an Habitation of Goo, | 
through the Spirit his Reſt for ever; 
and reigns on the Throne eternal in the 
Heavens, poſſeſſed of durable Riches 

Vol, II. O and 
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and Honour.“ But here we fee, that 
though the Type and Antitype, harmonize 
in the Main, and as Parts of the ſame 
general Plan; yet they do not agree in 
every particular Circumſtance, nor, in. 
deed, can poſfibly do ſo, while imperfe& 
Creatures are made the typical Repre- 
ſentatives of a Being of conſummate 
Perfection, as is the Caſe here. And 


yet, 


The double Senſe of this Prophecy appears very 
clear in the LXXXIXth Pſalm, v. 20—38, Kc. 
where it is noted, that, according to the literal Senſe, 
David's Throne was to endure as the Sun, and his 
royal Seed For ever — But, as it is there obſerved, 


this was not the Caſe— for his Throne was caſt down 


to the Ground, and his Glory made to ceaſe, &c. and 
this is evidently the Cafe to this Day; ſo that if 
there be no other Senſe than the literal one referring 
to David and Solomon, and their naturally royal 
Seed, the Covenant is, indeed, profaned, and the 
Words of it are not true—And yet they are and 
muſt be true, becauſe the Words of the Gop of 
Truth, but they cannot be ſo unleſs they are un- 
derſtood of Cu AIST, the Son of David; who fills 
the eternal Throne, and reigns over all, kak: on 
Ki86s, and Lon or een 
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yet, imperfect as the Reſemblance is, it 
is ſufficient to afford much and very im- 
portant Inſtruction relative to the Cha- 
rater and Grace of the Lo RD Jzsvs 
CuRIs r. It ſhould alſo be noted, that 
ſome of the typical Repreſentations of 
Cur1sT refer more eſpecially to one lead- 
ing Trait in his Character; and ſome to 
another. Thus Melchiſedec points out 
his kingly and prieſtly Offices; — Moſes 
his prophetic and legiſlative Powers ;— 
David and Solomon his royal : Dignity 
and Glory, his Conqueſts and Tri- 
umphs; and Solomon particularly the 
Peaceableneſs and Tranquility of his 
Government. 

There are ſeveral other Paſſages in the 
Writings of the Prophets of the like 
Nature, and imply a double Senſe; a 
few of which I will point out as a far- 
Ve: Illuſtration of the SubjeR. 

If Pſal. xlv. was compoſed, as 

a Commentators imagine, in Cele- 
bration of Solomon's Marriage with the 
Daughter of the King of Egypt, it muſt 
have a literal.Senſe applicable to them. 
n And 
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And the Author of the Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews leads us to ſuppoſe a ſpiritual 


Senſe alſo, by applying the fixth and 
feventh Verſes of the Pfalm to Carisr, 


Heb. i. 8, 9. And thus, according to 
this View of the Matter, Solomon and his 
Bride were typical Repreſentatives of 


CuRIsr and his CHURCH; and thus, in- 
deed, it has with good Reaſon been 


generally undexſtood. 


2. The Apoſtle, Heb. iii. and iv. 
Chapters, appears to have conſidered 


the Reſt ſpoken.of in xcv. Pſalm as 


having a double Senſe; or that the Reſt 
promiſed the People of Iſrael in Canaan 
was typical of the heavenly Re, which 


remains for the People of Gov. The Rg 
of the ſeventh Day he alſo conſiders as 


both a Type and Pledge of this latter 


Reſt. But he more particularly inſiſts 


upon the Reſt mentioned in the Pſalm 


referred to; and argues, that if 0 
had given them the promiſed Reft in the 
full Meaning of the Word, or in all the 
Senſe intended by David, he would not 
have ſpoken of another Reft, which he 

obſerves, 
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obſerves, David did ſpeak of; that is, 
implicitly; for David is evidently ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the People who were 
then in actual Poſſeſſion of the Reſt in 
Canaan, and exhorts them to hearken to 
the Voice of Gop Today, or while the 
Time of Life laſted, as having a ſpiritual 
and eternal Reſt ſet beſore them, which 
they ſhould or ſhould not enjoy, accord- 
ing as they did or did not believe and 
obey that Voice. And to enforce his 
Exhortation, he reminds them of the 
Conduct of their Fore-fathers, and the 
dreadful Conſequences of it, with Re- 
ſpect to the Promiſe of the literal Reſt 
in Canaan. It is plain, therefore, that 
David, as well as the Apoſtle, conſidered 
the Reſt in Canaan as typical of the 
ſpiritual and eternal Reſt in Heaven. 
And thus we find, that not only Perſons, 
but Things, may be typical one of og 
other. Accordingly, 

3- The whole Cconomy of Grade 
before the Incarnation of CuzisT, and 
his Death upon the Croſs, appears to 

Have had this double Senſe or tavofold 
3 O 3 Meaning; ; 
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Meaning; the one, reſpecting the then 
-preſent State of the Church, the other, 
the future; the one, the prefiguring 
Shadow, the other, the prefigured $1b- 
france of good Things. For Inſtance, the 
Separation of the {/raelites from the Reſt 
of the World, as the peculiar People of 
_ Gov, typically repreſented the ſpiritual 
State of the whole Church, as ſeparated 


from the Reſt of the World by his 


Grace. The Promiſes made to that 


People (excepting ſuch as re ſpected their 


peculiar Circumſtances) reſpected the 


whole Church either typically or lite- 
rally. Their Deliverance from a State 
of miſerable Slavery in Egypt, their 


Support in the Wilderneſs, and their 


Reſt in Canaan, were typical of the De- 


Jiverance of the Church in general from 


the ſpiritual Bondage of Sin and Satan; 


its Support amidſt the various Afflictions 
of this preſent Life, and final Poſſeſ- 
fion of the heavenly Reſt. The Manna 
from Heaven, and the Rock from 
whence flowed the Waters that mira- 


culouſly ſupplied theſe Iſraelites with 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary Refreſhment, are particularly 
pointed out by our Loxp himſelf, and 
the Apoſtle, as having a ſpiritual Mean- 
ing, and conſequently a double Senſe; for 
the latter ſays expreſsly, and that Rock 
vas CHRIST.“ Their Tabernacle and 
Temple, Mount Zion and Feruſalem, 
were typical Repreſentations of the 
Church (and its Worſhip) under the 
preſent Diſpenſation of the Goſpel; 
which is therefore ſtiled, e City of the 
living Gov, the new Feruſalem, the Habi- 
tation of Gov through the Spirit. Their 
Sacrifices and Waſhings, and, indeed, 
the whole Moſaic Ritual, had a Senſe that 
primarily concerned that People, and it 
held forth a farther Senſe that concerns 
us, as the Author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews has ſhewn at large, In ſhort, 
the whole Inſtitution was prophetic z and 
not only pointed out their Duty at that 
Time, but predicted far more important 
Things in Time to come, of which the 
Loxp Jzsvs CnrisT is the Sum and 


iO 4 Subſtance 


John vi. 32. 1 Cor. x. 4. 
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Subſtance, in whom it has pleaſed the 
Father that all Fulneſs ſhould davell.* 


And if Prophecies by Things may have 


a double Senſe, as we fee they have, 
why not Prophecies by Words alſg? 
Why may not theſe be thought to refer 
| | at 


* Dr. Fortin obſerves, © That even ſome of the 
moral Laws and Rules of Life given by Moſes, have 
A double Senſe; that is, a ſpiritual as well as a 
literal Meaning; a Senſe that includes a particular 
and general Rule of Conduct, —a Kind of Allegory ; 


as, thou ſhalt not curſe the Deaf — Curſed be he that 


 maketh the Blind to wander out of the Way, and the 
like; which Laws not only literally prohibit theſe 
particular Inſtances of Cruelty, but all others in ge- 


neral ; and ſo the Apoſtle applies the Law of feeding 


the Ox that treadeth out the Corn. — Though, per- 


haps, this Application is rather by Way of Accom- 


modation and Compariſon of Caſes, than implying a 
double Senſe, The Doctor, however, ſhews in his 


Sermon on the Text, Curſed Ts be that cauſeth the 
Blind to wander out of the Way, that it may be un⸗ 


derſtood not only /itera/ly, but ſpiritually, in a more 
extenſive Senſe, See his poſthumous Sermons, Vol. I. 
Serm. Iſt, Though this Manner bf conſidering ſuch 
like Texts does not anſwer, perhaps, to the Idea of 


a double Senſe ſo properly, as. many, of the e | 


Scriptures evidently do. 
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at firſt, and more immediately, to parti- 
cular Perſons and Caſes, and afterwards, 
and more remotely, to other Perſons and 


Caſes? In the jr} Inſtance, accom- 


pliſhed only in Part, and for ſome more 
particular Purpoſes in the Plan of Pro- 
vidence z but in the latter accompliſhed 


more entirely, and for ever. The Ful- 


filment of the it Senſe, or the nearer 
and more immediate Proſpect of it, was 
yery neceſlary in its Place, to keep alive 
the Faith and Hope of the People of 


God relative to the Second, which was 


diſtant, though chiefly intended. Pro- 
phecies thus conſtituted were peculiarly 
well ſuited to the infant State of the 
Church, at the Time of their Delivery, 
and diſcover much of the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of Gov, 
4. There are many Prophecies alſo, 
which, as they refer to the Meſiab, and 
in that View, and upon the Whole, ap- 
| pear to have but one Senſe; yet, with 


Reſpect to ſome particular Times and 


Circumſtances in his Caſe, may be ſaid 
; art wa 
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to have a double Senſe 3 one reſpecting 


their jir/ft and partial Accompliſhment, 
and the other the more remote, full, 
and final. Such as Jaiab xl. 11, &c. 


Ezek. xxxiv. 23, where this great Per-, 
ſonage is pointed out under the Idea of 


a Shepherd and a Prince, feeding and 
ruling his People. Theſe prophetic Pro- 
miſes were fulfilled in Part, and at firſt, 


when the bleſſed Js us made his Ap- 


pearance in our World in mortal Fleſh, 

and did, indeed, perfonally ſeek, and 
feed, the lof % ſheep of the Houſe of Iſrael; 

and in the Succeſs of the Apoſtolic Mi- 
niſtry amongſt them after his Aſcenſion 
into Heaven; but they remain to be 
more fully accompliſhed ſtill in the more 
univerſal Calling and Converſion of the 


Jews to the Chriſtian Faith, and the 
Bringing in of the Fulneſs of the Gen- 


tiles, when all the Children of Gop ſhatl 


be gathered together in one Fold, under 


the one great and good Shepherd, and the 


Knowledge of the Lord cover the Earth, 


4 the Waters do the Seas, the Natious 
be 


1 — - 3 %® 
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be bleſſed with univerſal Peace, and learn 
War no more. 

5. There appears to be a double 
Senſe in the Prophecy recorded, Zech. 
vi. 12, 13. In the eleventh Verſe of this 
Chapter, the Prophet is commanded to 
ſet the Crowns made of the Silver 
and Gold Offerings, upon the Head of 
Joſbua, the High Prieſt, and to ſay 
Behold the Man whoſe Name is the 
BaAxch: He Hall grow up out of his 
Place, and he fhall build the Temple of the 
Lord; and he ſhall bear the Glory, and 
Hall fit and rule upon his Throne; and he 
Hall be a Priefi upon his Throne, and the 
Counſel of Peace ſhall be between them both. 
Verſe 15, And they that are afar off ſhall _ 
come, and build in the Temple of the Logo, 
and ye ſhall know that the Lo xD of Hoſts 
hath ſent me unto you: And THIS SHALL 
COME TO PASS, if ye will obey the Voice of 
the Lord your GoD.- 

Here it is evident that there is a Senſe 
in — en applicable to Joſhua, 
| _ declaring, 


* See John xi. 52. Rom. xi. 12. Iſa. ii. 4» 
* ch. Al. 42 
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declaring, that he, in Connection with 

Zerubbabel, ſhould build the Temple 
then in Hand, though Zerubbabel was 
the Perſon principally concerned (as 
appears Chap. iv. 9.) Jeſbua uſing his, 
Power and Influence to the ſame Pur- 
pofe ;—from whence the Counſel of Peace 
is faid to be between them both. This 
Prophecy, therefore, is intended © to 
ftrengthen the Hands of theſe two great 
Men, then engaged in rebuilding the 
Houſe of Gop; and to animate and 
encourage the People, who laboured 
under many and very great Diſcourage- 
ments in their Part of the Duty. That 

this is one Senſe of the Text, appears from 
the Prophet's declaring, that 7hey ſhould 
know that Jenovan had ſent him, by ſee- 
ing this Part of the Prophecy fulfilled 
in the finiſhing of the Temple in their 
own Time, ſo that they themſelves 
ſhould be living Witneſſes of the Truth, 

if they would, indeed, obey the Voice 
of the Lord their Gov, in going on with 
the Work; all which would have been 
to no Purpoſe, and the 6 TOphegy itſelf a 
| down- 
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downright falſehood, if there had been 


no Senſe in which it could then have 


been fulfilled in Part. 
But it is alſo* manifeſt, upon a due 
Attention to the Whole, that this could 
not be the oxLY Senſe of the Words, or 
all that was intended by them, but that 
they contain a Prophecy of CHRIST, of 
whom both Fo/hua and Zerubbabel were 
Types; particularly the former, who 
was a Prieſt upon his Throne, crowned 
with two Crowns, denoting the kingly 
and prieſtly Offices of CHRIST, who was 


in Fact the Man, THE BAN CR which 


the People were called upon to behold, 
as typically repreſented in Foſbua.* This 


appears with the fulleſt Evidence from 


5. Pfal. cx. 4, where the Meſſiah is 


| ſpoken of under that Denomination, and 


* It is plain from Hag. ii. 22, 23, compared with 


Verſes 6, and 7, that Zerubbabel was a Type of 
CunisT; for the Prophecy there refers (as this 
| does) both to the Reſtoration of the Temple then 
building, and to the Chriſtian Church. See Low: 

on the Place, ON | 
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that he ſhould be both King and Prieft 


on his Throne, called the Throne of 


David, as typical of it. There muſt, 


therefore, be two Senſes in this Pro- 2 
phecy before us, the one literal, the 


othes ſpiritual; the one prefiguring, the 
other prefigured; the one fulfilled in 
Foſhua, the other in CHRIST. 
6. The great Lock allows a double 
Senſe, 1 Cor. iii. 6. That is, a typical 
one, which the Apoſtle calls the Letter ; 


and an antitypical one, which he calls 


the Spirit; and obſerves, very juſtly, 


that it appears from the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, that a ſpiritual Senſe ran 
through the whole Meſaic Inſtitution 


and Writings.* Nor can the Jews, or 
other Infidels, take any juſt Advantage 
againſt the Chriſtian, from a double 
Senſe of Scripture underſtood with the 


Reſtrictions, and in the Manner before 
hinted ; that is, while we conſider the 


two Senſes as connected, and ſo run- 
ning, as we may ſay, into one another 


in the lame Regie Line to their common 


Centre, 
1 See his Paraphraſe, 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
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Centre; or ſo as to make up that whole 
and entire Senſe, which was in the De- 
ſign of infinite Wiſdom; for thus the 
Meaning of Scripture will be as deter- 
minate and fixed, as if one literal Senſe 


only was adhered to; though where the 
Text itſelf does not naturally point out 


this double Senſe, or neceſſarily and 
clearly imply it, we muſt not venture to 


do it; leaſt we be led to indulge our 


own Fancies, at the Expence of the 


Honour of the Scriptures of Truth. 
And, therefore, when any Prophecy 


can be fairly and fully interpreted in 
ene Senſe ox x,“ it ſhould be ſo; but 
| where 


* 


* The learned Reader may ſee a curious Specimen 


of the fanciful Manner of interpreting Scripture, in 


St. Bernardi, Ep. Cath. Sect. 10. Edit. Coteler. 
And the Engliſh Reader in many Sermons, and 
Commentaries on the Song of Solomon. The Cab- 
baliſtic Rabbies amongſt the Jews, were very fond of 
this Mode of treating the ſacred Oracles; and too 
many Chriftian Writers have followed them, and 
found a ſpiritual Senſe in the plaineſt hiſtorical Nar- 
rative in the Bible; even in St. Pau 's Cloak left 
at Treas. -- 12 
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where two Senſes are clearly implied, 
and neceflary to make out the Whole, 
they ought certainly to be admitted, 


while they can be fo in perfect Conſiſt- 


ency with the Unity of the Deſign of the 


Prophecy; which will be fo far from 
deſtroying, or even contradicting, that 


they will ſtrengthen and ſupport, and 
beautifully illuſtrate, each other. Thus 
with Regard to the Prophecies reſpect- 


ing Solomon, before inſtanced; if we ad- 
mit that Salomon was a Type of CHRIST, 


as moſt Chriſtians do, we fee there is | 
great Reaſon to ſuppoſe they muſt, in 


Part, and in ſome Degree, be in the 
firf# Place fulfilled in him; and yet 


that they muſt have their complete Ac- 


compliſhment in CHAIST. Upon this 
Ground thoſe Believers in the divine 
Word who ſaw them fulfilled ſo punc- 
tually in the firſt Degree, and in the In- 
ſtances which reſpected Solomon, would, 
of | Courſe, find their Faith the more 
firmly eſtabliſhed in Reſpect of the Se- 
cond, and more complete Accompliſh- 
ment in the Myfiab; and from that Cir- 


cumſtance 


es PA oo By 


res 


—— I 
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cumſtance find ſomething to reſt upon 
for their Comfort, in the darkeſt Sea- 
* of Trial and Affliction. | 

John xi. 49, 50, Caiaphas, the 


High Prieſt, ſays, that it is expedient that 


one Man ſhould die for the People, &c. 


where, it is evident, that all he meant 


or thought of, in his own Mind, was, 


that it was neceſſary that CarsT ſhould 
die, in order to preſerve the whole Na- 
tion from being deſtroyed by the Ro- 


mans; but it appears from Verſe exſt. | 
that the Hol r Gnosr ſuggeſted this 


Sentiment by Way of Prophecy; and that 


it had a Meaning of infinitely greater 
Importance, even that J=zs8vs Cnaisr 


| ſhould die, not only for the Nation of 


the Jews only, but the Gentiles alſo, 
and ſo gather together the Children of 
Go, out of every Kindred, Tongue, 
and Nation, unto one common Faith 
and Salvation. The double Senſe here 


is ſo clear, that Dr. George Benſon * him- 


Vox. II. .  felf, 


* See kis [dtroduion to the Supplement of his 1 
_ Faraghrane on St. Paul's 3 5 | 
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ſelf, who. contends ſo earneſtly for one 
Senſe oNLY in all the Prophecies, ae 
knowledges a double Senſe here - One 
in the Mind of Caiaphas, another in the 


View of the prophetic 7 en was 
Ls upon him. 


Iſa. Ixi. 1, &. The Spirit of the 
e is upon me, &c,—Theſe Words our 
Lord applies to himſelf as fulfilled in 
him, Luk. iv. 18, &c, And yet they 
were certainly true of the Prophet who 
ſpoke them, and of other Prophets, as 
foretelling the Deliverance of the Jews 
from their Captivity in Babylon, and 
from other Calamities; for the Spirit of 
the Lorp war upon them, and they 
brought glad Tidings, and proclaimed Li- 
berty to the Captive ; and thus comforted 
the humble Believers in their Diſtreſſes: 
Yet, it is evident, from our Lozp's Ap⸗ 
plication of them to himfelf, that this 
Was not all their Meaning, but that nz 
Was pointed out by them, and that they 
had their fulleſt and final Accompliſh- 
ment in that great Salvation, from the 
Powers of . Darkneſs and Sla- 


very, 
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very, which he proclaimed, and came 
into the World to effect; which then 


began to take Place more than ever, 
and which is carrying on daily, and 


will, at the laſt and great Day, be en- 


tirely and gloriouſly completed. 
9. lla. Iii. of 


8, has evidently a 


double Meaning 3 the one reſpecting the 
Deliverance of the Jews from their Cap- 


tivity in Babylon, which is the literal 


Senſe the other, reſpeCting the Deli- 
verance of the People of Goo in gene- 


ral, from their ſpiritual Captivity, which 


is the ſpiritual Senſe. And thus the A- 


* 


poſtle underſtands the Prophecy, Rom. 


x. 15. Several Inſtances to the ſame 
Purpoſe are to be found in Iſaiah's Pro- 


* 


phecy; particularly Chap. xxxv. xlii. 
xlix. lx. But it ſhould be remembered, 
as already hinted, that, even in thoſe ; 


Paſſages, where. there is but one Senſe, 


that one Senſe, taken in its full Extent, 
may have ſeveral Gradations or Steps 


* 


in its Accompliſhment, or ſeveral Parts 


that make up the ſame Whole, and meet 
in one grand Point; ſo that it may be 


P2 (fulfilled 
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fulfilled in one or more of theſe pro- 


greſſive Stages, while the reſt remain to 


be accompliſhed in ſome future Period. 


phetic Promiſes of the Church's Deli- 


verance, which the divine Spirit 1 


given for the Comforts 


in their various Trials * with thoſe * 
Threatenings of Captivity and Deſtruc-⸗ 


tion denounced againſt the impenitently 
Wieked. Gop had ſworn to Abraham 


demption for his People. When, there- 


This is the Caſe with moſt of the pro- 


w 


and David, in particular, that of their 
Seed a great Deliverer ſhould ariſe, in 
whom all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhould be bleſſed; and that he ſhould 
effe a moſt complete and glorious Re- 


fore, he directs his Prophets to threaten 


Deſtruction to the rebellious Iſraelites, 
their Temple and Worſhip, it was ne- 


ceſſary, for the Conſolation of the obe- 
dient few amongſt them, to renew his 


Promiſes of Peace and Salvation, and to 


all ſuch, even to the End of the World. 
Hence we find, that though fome Parts 


of theſe n related to their De- 


liverance 
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liverance from the Babylonian Captivity, 
and the Reſtoration of their Temple and 
Worſhip; yet that they had, upon the 
Whole, a farther Meaning of infinitely 
greater Importance, which that Deli- 
_ verance typified, .and which ſhould take 
Eb in the Days of the Meg8148's 
Appearance, who would put away their 
| Tranſgreſſions, and work out for them 
an everlaſting Salvation from Sin and 
Sorrow, and puniſh the finally Impe- 
nitent with everlaſting Deſtruction.— 
Theſe Prophecies were fulfilled in a 
very great Meaſure, by the Coming of 
Cunts in the Fleſh, his Death, Reſur- 
rection, and Aſcenſion to Heaven; the 
out pouring of his Spirit, and the ama- 
_ zing Succeſs of the Apoſtolic Miniſtry: 
Yet even all this does not take in their 
avhole Meaning; there is ſomething ſtill - 
greater to come reſpecting that People, 
and the whole Gentile World. Iſa. xi. 
Ix. Ixi. Rom, xi. 12, 25, &c. and at laft, 
both Promiſes and Threatenings ſhall be 
fully accompliſhed. 
10. AQ. ü. 12, Kc. The Apoſtle 
0 P 3 * 
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' ſpeaks of the Prophecy of Joer, ii. 28, 
as then in a Senſe fulfilled ; but, from 
what the Prophet himſelf ſays in the 
next Chapter, it appears that he had a 
particular Reference to the awful Events 
that ſhonld take Place in ws bent and 
laſt Day. And 
Iſa. ii. 3, 4, &c. Mic. iv. 1, 2k Kc. 
ſeem to be Prophecies of this Sort; 
that is, ſuch as have a gradual Accom- 
pliſnment; for they evidently refer to 
the Times of the Meſſab: and, there- 
fore, though they have been already 
fulfilled in Part, yet they will be more 
en and entirely ſo in Time to 
come.“ 
Nor 
It muſt, however, be acknowledged, that ſome 
Texts, that may ſeem to have a double Senſe, as 
quoted in the New Teſtament, will appear to be re- 
ſerred to only by Way of Alluſion or Accommoda- 
tion, as haying ſome Kind of Agreement or Simila- 
Tity in ſome Circumſtance of their Caſes. Such as 
Hof. xi. quoted Mat, ii. 15. For the Words in 
Heſea are not ſpoken by Way of Prophecy, but hiſto. 
rical Narrative; unleſs we ſuppoſe that Curisr, 


being the head and Repreſentative of the Iſraelitiſn 
| | Nation 
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Nor ſhall we wonder that the Pro- 
phecies ſhould wear this Form, and be 
accompliſhed in this progreſſive Manner, 
when we attentively conſider, that the 


various Events and Revolutions, that 


from Time to Time preſent themſelves 


to the View of Mankind, are but ſo 
many Parts of the infinitely extenſive 


and complicated Plan of God's moral 


Government, connected by infinite Wiſ- 


dom, and conducted by an unerring 


Providence, in regular Succeſſion, *till 


the laſt great Scene opens, unto which 
they all tend, and in which they will 
all centre; and when the Whole of this 
Plan, as it reſpects the Scheme of Pro- 


phecy, will be completed, and preſent 


to all intelligent Creatures, the moſt 


grand, aſtoniſhing, and delightful Views 


of the divine Diſpenſations. In the 


. 


Nation (Pſal. xxiv. 6. Ifa. iii. 1, 2, 3,) might be ſaid 
to be called out of Egypt when They were; and that 
the Evangeliſt meant to ſay, „ that as Gop once 
called his Son out of Egypt in his fgurative 
„ Capacity, ſo now he did it in his literal, then 

&pically, now antitypically.” 
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mean Time, many Particulars in theſe 
Prophecies are pointing out to us con- 
tinually, a Variety of important Events, 
in order to engage our Attention to the 
Works of Gop and our Relation to 
him; inſtruct us in the Knowledge of his 
Perfections, his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 
Faithfulneſs, &c. and ſo lead us to love 
and adore him, and live in a more entire 
Devotion to his Will, in the aſſured and 
delightful Hope of eternal Life through 
his BLESS D Sox, in whom all the Pro- 
phecies, as well as a a6 ARE YEA 
AND AMEN. 
Many more e Paſſages from the pro- 
phetic Scriptures might have been ad- 
_ duced to the ſame Purpoſe as thoſe 
above, but as this is only an EssAr 
upon the Subject, theſe general Hints 
may ſuffice. To conclude the Whole, 1 
think, from what has been here ſaid, 
it will appear to every candid Inquirer 
into the Subject That the grand Point 
to which the Prophecies of the Old Teſ- 
tament are principally directed, is, the 
Couine or THE Mzsszax, the great 
| Deliverance 
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| Deliverance he ſhould effect in Favour 
of Mankind, and the everlaſting Happi- 
neſs of all that truly fear Gop; and, 
therefore, though they ſometimes refer 
to other intermediate Deliverances, yet 
it is in ſuch a Manner as not to ſuffer 
the pious Reader to ſtop there, but en- 
gage him to look forward, and conſider 
even thoſe Deliverancies as Types and 
Pledges of what is to come: For Care 1s 
taken, in all theſe prophetic Declara- mh 
tions, to let ſuch a Reader ſee, that, | 
| 


though they might be fulfilled, in ſome 
Circumſtances and Events, more lite- bit 
rally, and immediately, they could not i 
have their complete and final Accom- 
pliſhment, but in that great Perſonage, 
and the importafit Revolutions he ſhould 
effect. And as we Chriſtians believe 
that our LoxD J=svs CRRIST anſwers 
every Way to the Character of the 
Mzs81Aan, and to the Deſcription given 
of his Perſon, Miſſion, Buſineſs, in the 
Prophets particularly, we very reaſon- 
ably refer them to him, and perceive 
oe ana in him, and con- 
ſequently 
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ſequently conſider them as Evidences of 
the Truth of his Pretenſions; and thus 
find our Argument againſt the Jews, 
and other Infidels, every Way as full 
and effectual in this Kind of double Senſe, 
as in admitting one fingle literal Senſe 
ONLY; as this double Senſe is as determi- 
nate and certain, as the ſingle Senſe 
can be, and much more free from all 
Difficulties and Embarraſſments. 
In ſhort, there is nothing more evi- 
dent, than that the whole Scheme of 
Religion, as we find it in the BI BLE, 
has a particular Reſpect to the Lox 
IJzsus CarisrT;—he is, more or leſs, 
directly, or indirectly, concerned in 
every Part of it; the 4lpha and the 
Omega, the firſt and the laſt, The ſa- 
cred Hiſtory is the Record of his King- 
dom and Government; the Doctrines 
and Promiſes of that divine Book, un- 
fold the Riches of his Grace; the Pre- 
cepts of moral and evangelical Righte- 
ouſneſs, are divine Edits enforced by 
his Authority, and illuſtrated by his Ex- 

ample the Rewards of Obedience, are 
e 
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diſpenſed by the Hand of his Benefi- 
cence, and the Puniſhments of Diſobe- 
dience inflicted by the Sword of his 
Juſtice. No Wonder then, that the 
Prophecies here recorded, ſhould have 
a particular Reference to 1M, and have 
their Accompliſhment in thoſe grand . it 
Events which are the Travail of HI. | 
Soul, and which at laſt unite in the Con- | | 
ſummation of His GLory.—Accord- 1 
ingly we read, that the SrIxIT or Pro- 10 
PHECY IS THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS; . 
and that to HIM cive ALL THE PRo- | 


PHETS WiTNEss.* Without" taking the 55 | 5 
Prophecies in this Extent and Refer- — 
ence, they loſe all their Weight and jt 
Influence, as Evidences of the divine | | 
Miſſion of CarrsT, and the Truth of ] 


his Goſpel; and leave a wide Door ] 
open to the Objections of Unoelievers, 
againſt the Probability of the Divinity | 
of the Prophecies themſelves. They 1 
will be ready to ſay—* Is it likely that 
* the DezrTyY ſhould ſo far, and ſo deep- mh 
* ly, intereſt himſelf in the trifling Af- (il 

OT ? “ fairs 

Rev. xix. 10. Act. x. 43. 
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4 fairs of ſo contemptible a Body of 


& People as the 1/raelites were, as to 


 « fend his prophetic Spirit amongſt 


tc them, rather than amongſt the migh- 


4“ ty States and Empires of the World” 


ce around them? We grant it is not, 
if we confine the Meaning of the Pro- 
phecies to them and their Concerns, 


without any Reference to CHRIS, and 
the grand Scheme of Redemption and 
moral Government which is laid open 
in the Goſpel: But conſidered in this 
Reference and Connection, they ap- 


pear, indeed, Interpoſitions worthy of 


the auguſt Character of the Lox D or 


Hosrs, And though ſtill Objections 
might ariſe in an half enlightened and 
prejudiced Mind, there will be none in 


\ theirs who allow themſelves ſeriouſly 
to reflect, That G op ſeeth not as Man 


feeth; that before him, all the Nations of 
the Earth are leſs than nothing and Vanity; 
and conſequently in bis Sight loſe all 
Compariſon one with another;—that the 


great and the little are all the ſame to 


uu, but as HE himſelf is pleaſed to 


make 
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make the Difference, for effecting his 
own Purpoſes; — that his Deſigns are 
infinitely large and comprehenſive, and 
that for the more abundant Diſplay of 
H1s own Wiſdom and Power in carry- 
ing them into Execution, rt often em- 
ploys what the Men of the World would 
call weak and contemptible Inſtruments ; 
and reflect alſo, that the Prophecies con- 
tained in our Bible, refer to a Kingdoms 
of infinitely greater Importance, Extent, 
and Glory, than any of the moſt illuſ- 
trious Empires of this World, or even 
all of them put together ;—A Kincpox 

in which the Honour of Bis own moſt 
adoreable Perfections, as well as the 
eternal Felicity of Myriads of intelli- 
gent Creatures is involved; and at the 
Head of which he has placed his dearly 
beloved Sox, the Br1cuTNnEss of mis 
Glokx :—1I ſay, who ever thus reflects, 
and conſiders the Prophecies in this 
Light of Reference, which to me ap- 
pears the true one, will ſee abundant 
Reaſon to acknowledge, that they are 
every Way worthy of the Great Sove- 
. reign 
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reign of the World. But thus confi 5 
dered, they muſt, at leaſt many of them, 
neeeſſarily have a zwefol/d Meaning, and 
be fulfilled ri, in Reſpect of their 


leſſer, literal, and typical Senſe; and, 1 


at laſt, in their antitypical and greater; 
and this, in many Inſtances, in Re- 
ſpect of both, gradually, through the 

various Ages of Time, until the Whole 
of the Deſign of infinite Wiſdom con- 
cerning our World is completed, and 
finally cloſes in the Bliſs or Woe of 
ErERN ITY! 
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T HE following Remarks being too 


long to be inſerted by Way of 


Note to p. 135, are inſerted here, as a 
ſhort D1s8txTaTIoONn on the Apoſtle's 


Account of the RESURRECTION. I 1 Cor. 


. 35, Sec. 


THE antient Philoſophers, in ge- 


neral, conſidered the Doctrine of the 


Reſurrection from the Dead as the 
groſſeſt Abſurdity, an Effect entirely 
out of Nature, and, therefore, not only 
incredibie, but impoſſible ; and what, were 


it poſſible, would be a very great In- 


jury to the good Man, whoſe Felicity, 


they thought, lay very much in his 


being releaſed from a Priſon ſo miſer- 


able as that of the Body, by his Con- 


tinuance in which, he was deprived of 
many of the moſt ſublime Enjoyments 
his 
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his Nature is capable of, and afſicted 
with many of its worſt Evils. But they 
erred, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 
| Power of GOD; did not conſider, that 
it muſt be as eaſy to Omnipotence to 
reſtore a dead Body to Life, as to give 
it Life at firſt; and, that he could, if 
he pleaſed, ſo alter the Texture and 
Conſtitution of the Body, as to render 
it, not only no Impediment to the moſt 
refined Pleaſures of the Mind, but 
even the Means of abundantly enereaſ- 
ing them. 
The Poſſibility of ſuch a change they : 
might have learnt, in ſome Meaſure, - 
from the Works of Nature, where it 
appears, with a ſurpriſing Fulneſs of 
Evidence, that Matter, under the Hand 
of the ALMIGaTY, is capable of a vaſt 
Variety of Forms. Accordingly the 
Apoſtle has obſerved, in this Chapter,— 
© That all Fleſh is not in every Reſpect 
cc the ſame Fleſh; — that there is one 
& Fleſh of Man, another of Beaſts, 
„ another of Fiſhes, another of Birds: 
« —And that there are celeſtial Bodies, 


6 aud 
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*« and Bodies terreſtrial ;——that the 


6 Glory of the Celeſtial is one, and the 
& Glory of the Terreſtrial another :— 
© That, amongſt the former, there is 
© one Glory of the Sun, another Glory 
& of the Moon, another Glory of the 
« Stars; for one Star differeth from 


© another Star in Glory.” Why then 


ſhould it be thought a Thing incredible 


that this infinite Power ſhould, when 


ever he thought proper, mould the 
Matter that conſtitutes the Body of 
Man into a Form far more refined and 
ſpiritual than that in which it now ap- 
pears ? He certainly can do this. 

Agreeable to this Idea, and in order 
to illuſtrate and confirm the Doctrine of 


the Reſurrection of the Body, and the 
Change that would then be made in it, 
the Apoſtle appeals to common Expe- 


rience, and tells the Corinthian Phileſo- 


Ppbhixers, that if they were really as wiſe 


as they would be thought to be, they 
might learn, not only the Pgſſibility, but 
the eaſy Credibility of a Reſurrection, 
from the continual Effects of the divine 

wok He 0. Power 


, 
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Power obſervable in the uſual Courfe 


of Nature. For Inſtance:— Here is à2 


Grain of Corn, ſuppoſe of Wheat; this 


Grain has a particular Form, and Qua- 
lities of Body, that diſtinguiſh it from 
all others; and within it an impercep- 


tible ſeminal Principle, or vital Atom, 
containing all the eſſential Properties of 


its Kind: It is, we will ſuppoſe, oat 
into the Earth; in due Time it ſprings 
up into a Blade of grafſy Appearance, 


very different from the Body ſown; it 
grows to a Stalk; ſhoots into an Ear; 
blows, and produces Grains of the ſame 


ſpecific Nature as that which was ſown; 


but the particular Body itſelf that was 


ſown, as to its external formal Subſtance, 
dies, mingles with the Earth, and is loſt 


- there; it is, therefore, only the hidden 


ſeminal Principle, or vital Atom con- 


| tained in it, that thus lives, paſſes 
through all theſe: Changes, and takes 
theſe different Forms or Modes of Ex- 

iſtence. But this vital Principle in all 


its Transformations is ſtill the ſame 


Body or 9 in its general Na- 


ture, 
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ture, and diſtinguiſhing Qualities, as 
that which was ſown :——lt is Wheat 


through the whole Proceſs. 
This is the Caſe with Reſpect to the 


Reſurrection. The Human Body, or 


Syſtem of Fleſh and Blood, &c. which 


is born, or, as I may fay, ſown, and 
lives awhile in this World, is a Body of 


a particular Kind ; in its appointed Time 
it dies, mingles with the Earth, or Air, 


cc. and is ſeen in its original Form no 
more: — But, in this Body, there is a 
| ſecret vital ſeminal Principle, which 


contains (perhaps in one ſingle Atom) 
its whole ſpecific individual Nature 


and which, though it may lie dormant 
for Thouſands of Years, will, at the ap- 


pointed Moment, be raiſed up by the 
Power of God, into a new Life, un- 
der a new Form, infinitely more refined 
and ſpiritual, and yet of the very ſame 


 fpecific Nature; that is, poſſeſſed of all 


the eſſential Principles of the /ame human 
Body, as that which died, though the 


Form and Qualities of the Matter itfelf 
wal be amazingly altered is, ſays 


2 the 
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the Apoſtle, a natural, that is, an ani- 
mal Body, derived from Adam, and like 
him of the Earth earthy; but raiſed a 
ſpiritual Body, derived from the Lo Rb 
from Heaven, and like him heavenly. . » 
| | Moreover, the Reſurrection Body will 
l | he not only the /ame human Body, in ge- 
| neral; but every Man ſhall have his own 
Body; that is, all thoſe peculiar Princi- 
ples, or ſpecial Qualities, which conſti- 
| tuted and diſtinguiſhed it as individually 
1 his own, in this preſent Life, will be 
reſtored, as far as is neceſſary to diſtin 
guiſh it as individually his own at the 
Reſurrection alſo; for, though the Par- 
ticles that compoſe it, will not be nu- 
merically the ſame, yet all that are en. 
| tial to its Individuation will be the ſame 
| in its new as in its former State, ſo that 
| | every one will find himfelf the very 
fame identical Perſon. 

The Poſſibility of all this is eaſy to be 
eonceived, if we conſider, that a Man 
at Seventy is the ſame individual Per- 
fon, as when he firſt came into the 

F Warn, though his Body has undergone 
| e 82 . 
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a Variety of Changes :—Millions of its 
Particles flying off in continual Succeſ- 
ſion have been loſt in the ſurrounding 
Atmoſphere; and Millions of -others, 
derived from diverſe Sources, have been 
_ continually added to it. | 
To the ſame Purpoſe we may learn 
much by the ſlighteſt Attention to the 
ſeveral Changes that take Place in many 
natural Bodies within our Obſervation. 
Chymiſtry furniſhes us with ſurpriſing In- 
ſtances of the Tranſmutations that the 
ſame Body 1s capable of ; and the Ope- 
_ rations of Nature itſelf, under the go- 
verning Influence of the Al ui HTT, af- 
ford us many others; — The Caterpillar 
or Butterfly Claſs of Inſects in particu- 
lar. This admirable Creature appears 
firſt in the Form of an Egg, extremely 
ſmall; then a reptile Inſe& or Worm, 
feeding upon the Herbage of the Earth; 
after this, it paſſes into what the Natu- 
raliſts calls its Chry/a/:s State, wherein 
it remains at Reſt in a Kind of tempo- 
rary Death, enwrapt in a Caſe or Shell, 
as in its Tomb; from whence, in due 

FE, W Time, 
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Time, it emerges 3 winged Animal, 
adorned with a Variety of beautiful 
Colours, and becomes an Inhabitant of 


the Air. 

And if the yrvins Bzixc cendeſcends 
to manifeſt his Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs, in this wonderful Manner in 
the World of InſeFs, it cannot, ſurely, 
be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he 
will, ſometime or other, make ſtill 


more ſtriking and illuſtrious Diſplays of 
thoſe Perfections, amongſt the Crea- 
tures he has made after his own Image, 


and redeemed to himſelf by the precious 
Blood of his Sos. Accordingly he has 
told us in his holy Word, that all who 


| fincerely love and fear him, may cheer- 


fully commit their Bodies to the Duſt, 
in the ſure and certain Hope of that 
glorious and bliſsful Change, which the 


| Apoſtle has ſo forceably demonſtrated, 


and ſo beautifully defcribed in the ani- 
mated Language of this Chapter, as 
what ſhall take ne hy the laſt and 
great wo” 12 


Page. 


E R RAT A. Vor. II. 


Line. For OT 8 


5 Note Theſe, . . they. _ 
Nh | given Power, given that Power, 
12 Gov, __ "Sew ? Abd, 
| 7 "ad 2 . ores | 2 thereby more. 
5 Note Simeon, Simon. | 
laſt, dele kind f. | 
5 bottom he now, God now. 
T againſt Gov, againſt him. 
9 bottom hope Pardon, Hope of Pardon. 
"234. though, through. | 
i. be home, be at home. 
3 bottom diſcarge,* diſcharge. 
2 bottom ground, grand, 
11 Note reſpice, reſpici. 
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